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USACE Authority: No Jeopardy BiOp
NMFS 2020 CRS Biological Opinion 1.3.2.3 Predator Management and Monitoring Actions

o Install and potentially improve sea-lion exclusion devices in ladder entrances at Bonneville Dam

o Provide dam access and, as practicable, other support (e.g., crane support) for land and
water-based harassment and trapping efforts by state and tribal agencies.

o The Corps will fund dam-based hazing (focusing on deterrence from fishway
entrances) and haul out dissuasion of pinnipeds from March 31 through May 31 and
from August 15 through October 31 at Bonneville Dam. Hazing season start and end
dates may be adjusted, in coordination with NMFS, based on factors such as the
number of animals present and hazing effectiveness (i.e. Study).

o Develop and implement, in coordination with NMFS, a revised Bonneville Dam
pinniped predation monitoring plan that reflects current and near-future management
needs. The Corps will continue to provide monthly and annual reports to NMFS and
FPOM.
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Data Informed Management

 2002 - 2005 data used for initial LOA
 2006 - 2016 data used for LOA renewal

Individual CSL ID + Daily monitoring = Qualification for Removal
► 2006 - 2017 : Same individual + 5 days + 1 salmon kill
► 2017 - 2020 : Same individual + 3 days or 1 salmon kill

 2019 Interim BiOp requires Fall and Winter monitoring
 2020 BiOp allows flexibility for monitoring and hazing (pending 

evaluation)
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Deterrents and Their Efficacy
 2006: Sea lion excluder devices (SLEDs)

Management
Tool Box 
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Deterrents and Their Efficacy
Relocation of CSL Acoustic Deterrent Devices

Non-Lethal Tactile and Acoustic deterrents

Management
Tool Box 

?



BUILDING STRONG®

PORTLAND DISTRICT9

2018

• CSL LOA 
renewed

• Record CSL 
impact & 
Removal

2017
• NOAA 

issues 
LOA for 
CSL 
removal

2016

• Data
requirements

• Litigation



• SLEDS 
• Data 

needs 
for LOA 

2006
• Bonneville 

Pinnipeds 
increase 

2005
• BiOp = 

USACE 
monitoring 
program

20022000

• Re-evaluation 
of CSL removal 
criteria

• Increased 
removal

• Declining 
CSL impact

2020

• 3 consecutive 
years of low 
CSL impact

Questions? 

 POC: Kyle.S.Tidwell@usace.army.mil


	�USACE Pinniped Monitoring at Bonneville Dam 2002-2020
	Slide Number 2
	USACE Authority: No Jeopardy BiOp
	R & R
	CSL Abundance          CSL Predation
	Data Informed Management
	Deterrents and Their Efficacy
	Deterrents and Their Efficacy
	Questions? 

