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PROCEEDI NGS

MR. SOLI Al: Good norning everyone and
wel cone to our second day of our Septenber CCC
Meeting. | hope everybody had a good rest | ast
night. | know we've got a strong agenda today and
our next speaker up on agenda item nunber 7, Drew
Law er has a very short tine with us today, so we
want to spend as nuch tine with him So, | give
the opportunity to Chris for Drew s introduction.

MR. COLIVER Yes, thank you. Sone of
you know Drew, sone of you don't about that Drew
-- Drew Lawler is a Deputy Assistant Secretary for
Fi sheries for NOAA. He's been on the team since
Septenber of 2018 and he's the Lead Conm ssioner
for several of our RFM>s and engages on ot her
| ssues, international fisheries negotiations, our
country-to-country bilaterals and nultil aterals.
He | eads many of those del egations. And when they
set up the Seafood Trade Task Force as part of the
executive order on pronoting Amrerican seafood
conpetitiveness, Drew was sel ected on behal f of

the Secretary of Commerce to be co-chair of that
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task -- task force along wwth the USTR  And so,
he -- he was very instrunental representing the
Secretary and the task force efforts to address
the issue of fair market access through trade
policy and negotiations. So in the interest of
time, I'll leave it at that and turn it back over
to Drew. Thank you, Drew, for joining us.

MR. LAWLER M pleasure. Thanks Chris,
for that introduction and good norning, good
af ternoon everybody. | appreciate the opportunity
to chat with you a little bit about this process
and to share with you how it canme about and what
transpired and what is still to cone onit. So |
t hought what |1'd do is just take maybe 5 m nutes
and give you a little bit of history about it and
then save another 5 m nutes where we tal k about

and answer any questions you m ght have.

So, this was a -- initiated by the Wite
House. It was the task force with many different
agencies within the governnent. It was

export-oriented. So the goal was to reduce

passport barriers and to see where opportunities
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exi sted to inprove access to foreign nmarkets for
exports and | ook for ways where we could if for
exanpl e there were non-trade or non-tariff
barriers where we m ght be able to address those
and make recomrendations to -- to the -- to the
President for what -- what could be done. |
understand that all of these recommendations --
and by the way, there are a | ot of great
recomendati ons that cane in, not just from
di fferent agencies within the governnent who had
| eft frustrated with sone of the things that
they've had to do to -- to deregulate or to
| nprove exports. W also had a nunber of great
suggestions and recommendations that canme in from
the comrercial fishing sector. So a lot of the
recomendations that cane in had to do with
| nports, too, and they had to do with parity in
trade terns.

So as interesting as they were and as
val uabl e as they were, again, we have to keep in
mnd that the task of this particular task force

was export-oriented. And | get it, that there's a
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synbiotic relationship between inports and exports
and | totally and fully understand that. ']
address that part of it in a mnute. But -- so
getting back to the task at hand, we sort of
sifted it through all of the recomendati ons that
were export-oriented and say, a | ot of back and
forth between the different agencies. They

i ncluded the U S. Trade Rep O fice, Departnent of
Agriculture -- there was representation fromthe
Whi t e House, NOAA of course, Departnent of
Interior. | nmean, just everybody that coastguard
-- everybody that you could possibly think of,
everyone quite frankly was involved in this
process with the exception of maybe the Depart nent
of Education or Transportation. That's about it.
Everybody else was in on -- was in on this. And
so as often happens, and I'I|l just be -- I'Il be
conpletely transparent wwth you on this. MW
suggestion was that all suggestions be included in
the recommendations and that if different agencies
had -- if different agencies had objections to it,

they could still note those objections as

Ander son Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- www. ander sonreporting. net



9/ 24/ 20 NOAA Fi sheries Council Coordination Comrittee Page:

1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

footnotes. And | thought that there was -- that
there was benefit in letting all of the
recomendati ons, you know wi thin reason, be forned
to be part of the report. That's not what
happened. \What happened was that the different
agenci es decided that they wanted really to weigh
in on topics and therefore, every recommendati on
went through a consensus process.

And so when you take recommendati ons and
you run themthrough a consensus process, as we

all know what happens, is that the recommendati ons

can get watered dowmn. And -- and that's certainly
what happened here. [|'mnot saying that they got
wat ered down just to be ineffective. |'mnot
saying that at all. I'mjust saying that they --

many tinmes you have a nutual consensus process,
that is generally what happens is that -- is that
t hey can becone watered down. So sone of the
recommendati ons were not, that were adopted were
not as forceful as the original |anguage of the
recommendati ons through that consensus process.

But nonet hel ess, all of the recommendati ons are on
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a website. They are unaltered and you can see all
of the recomendations in their original format on
the public website. So if you're interested, |
encourage you to do that. It's a fair anmount of

r eadi ng.

As far as the ultimte recomendati ons
that were adopted, those are deliberative and
still in close hold with the U S. governnent, so |
cannot share with you unfortunately what the exact
recomendati ons were adopted, as they have now
gone to the U S. Trade Rep, who is actually the
| ead agency in this, and the U S. Trade Rep now
has the ability to make these recomendati ons and
as | understand it, kind of have the final scrub
on them if you wll. And that m ght be too
strong of a turn, but they have the ability to |
think -- they have the final say for what's going
to get forwarded. These recommendations as |
understand it, they get forwarded to Kudl ow s
office, which is the National Econom c Council and
over at Kudlow s office we now have Stu Levenbach,

who was the fornmer NOAA Chief of Staff in a fairly
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hi gh position there. Stu is obviously very well
versed on fishery issues given his experience at
NOAA. So | guess if | had to connect the dots, |
woul d probably say that Stu is the guy who is
going to then take these recommendati ons fromthe
US Trade Rep. And that's by the way -- that's
the career teamat the U S. Trade Rep, okay, and
they will -- Stu wll then dissem nate the
recomendati ons back to the different agencies for
| npl ementation. So, the question is then what
becones of the recomendations that were -- that
were oriented toward parity and trade tariffs? In
ot her words, inport-oriented, or (inaudible)

I nport-oriented. As | said, this -- this task

force was tasked with -- with the -- (inaudible).
Il wll be working with Peter Navarro's office, who
Is the -- generally the person in the

adm ni stration who tackles these things |ike
parity in trade tariffs so that the
recommendati ons that cane in that were
specifically addressi ng those issues won't fall on

deaf ears and we will be working with him separate
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-- on a separate track outside of the Seafood
Trade Task Force recommendations just to nmake sure
that -- that they get anple consideration. So
that's about as transparent as | can be and | hope
that was hel pful and |'m happy to answer any
guestions you m ght have in the process.

MR. SOLIAI: Al right, thank you, Drew.
We greatly appreciate the presentation and the
Information. Yes, we can certainly appreciate the
confidentiality on sone of it. So I'll open it
for questions to our councils.

MR NES: This is Tom N es (phonetic).
| don't have any questions. |'mnot sure about
chair or vice-chair.

MR. CHAI RMAN:  No questions fromthe
chair.

MR VI CE- CHAI RVMAN:  Actual ly, the
vice-chair has a question. It's a comment if you
don't mnd, M. Chairnman.

MR. CHAI RVAN:  Yes, go ahead.

MR. VI CE- CHAl RVAN:.  Ckay, thank you.

For those of us that are used to shi pping
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I nternati onal shipnents by ocean contai ner, not
necessarily by (inaudible), there's a ot of fees
associated just to get a can on a ship and that in
my mnd is a barrier to trade that can be pretty
substantial. And if we do nultiple containers in
a year, they add up pretty quick. So if you could
have that fee schedul e exam ned, that woul d be of
a help, too. Thank you.

MR. LAWLER  Hey, that would be great.
Wul d you m nd sending ne an emai |l about that and
-- and just anplify that a little bit nore than a
coupl e of paragraphs. And then if you could even
cite a specific exanple, even if the exanple is
not real, it's hypothetical, a hypothetical
exanpl e woul d be very hel pful just to help others
get their mnd around exactly what we want to
drill down on. So ny email is andrew. | aw er,
which is L-A~-WL-E-R, andrew. | awl er @o. gov.

MR. VI CE- CHAl RVAN. Wl | thank you. |
appreciate that. 1'mgoing to pass the buck a
little bit to ny counterparts to the south. |If

anyone in council received a correspondence from

Ander son Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- www. ander sonreporting. net
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Jeff Waggle from Lund's Fisheries (phonetic), that
details that fee schedule pretty substantially and
If Chris or his staff doesn't m nd doing that,

that would be a nmuch nore conprehensive response |
coul d give you.

MR. LAWLER. That sounds good. And by
the way, let ne just add one thing. Although the
deadl i ne for nmaking the recommendati ons was August
3rd and the report was due August 5th, there is
nothing in the executive order that would prohibit

us fromsetting agendas, additional itens if you

will, over to the U S Trade Rep office. So to
your point about neking sure that this got -- this
got attention, | don't mnd doing that at all and

we can certainly bird dog it wwth themto nake
sure that they -- that they don't -- that it
doesn't get |ost.

MR. SOLIAI: WlIl, thank you very nuch
for that, and Dr. Mbore, thank you in advance for
hel ping me out. All right, thank you. W'IlI|l nove
on to the md-Atlantic.

QUESTI ONER: Good seeing you, Dr.
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Moore. Yes Eric, |I'd be glad to -- to help you
out. Thank you Drew and thank you M. Chairman.
| don't have anything in addition to that. W]
work with Eric getting that email to you sone tine
early next week at the | atest.

MR. SOLI Al: Thanks. Ckay,
south-Atlantic? Al right, call for council.

QUESTI ONER:  Thank you for the
presentation. No questions.

MR. SOLIAI: Al right, thank you.

QUESTI ONER: No comments at this -- at
this time. Thank you very nuch.

MR. SCLIAI: Pacific council?

QUESTI ONER:  No questions at this tine.

MR. SOLIAI: North pacific?

QUESTI ONER: | have nothing fromnorth
paci fic. Thank you.

QUESTI ONER: W' re West bank (phonetic).
Just a few -- nmake a few comments. Drew, | thank
you again for the presentation. |It's rare that we
get to see you at our -- well any of our neetings

so we're thankful that Drew -- we're able to
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connect with you. But | just have a few notes
fromthe -- fromthe Western Pacific Council. W
t hank you for endorsing out letter that you had
signed in regard to this Seaf ood Task Force. But
we al so want to ask you to please take a | ook, and
we do see the burdens of -- of a (inaudible) by
renmovi ng special closures that were enacted by the
Antiquities Act. This is a special managenent

t hrough the MSA and we also think that it's

| nportant that the goal for us to renegotiate it
to the stipulations are cooperating w th nutual

U S. (inaudible) interests and the international
comm ssi ons, and you know, reducing IU and track
shi pped products in the U S., know ng that the

U S is not responsible for any of those track

shi pped or (inaudible). W all can agree that
it's all comng fromthe fort fleets. And then
finally, we need to | ook at ways to reduce the

tail pipe tuna that's comng into the U S. And

taking the place of -- of U S products. So you
could, you know, take a | ook at those -- those
| ssues and perhaps make that a -- one of the
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priorities of the task force, that would be
greatly appreciated fromour side of our -- the
nation. So --

QUESTIONER: | have a comment.

MR. CHAI RVAN: Yes, go ahead.

SPEAKER: Well, | just have a one |iner

Drew, which is we can't export if we can't fish,

SO --
MR. CHAIRVAN:  Right, right. W know we

can't fish, so -- and we're thankful, Drew, that

you're still -- we're fortunate that you're still

the negotiator for the com ng WCPFC neetings, so
-- that's all we have fromus. Thank you.

MR. LAWLER Hey Archie, can you just
send ne the comments to the -- what you call the
tailpipe -- tailpipe tuna comng in at US  Wuld
you m nd just sending ne an enail with just a
coupl e of paragraphs on that too?

MR. ARCHI E: Sure, no problem

MR. LAWLER W can bounce around that.

QUESTIONER: | can add to that too,

Drew, is that two countries, well don't all ow
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tail pi pe tuna, and that's Japan and the EU. They
do not allow tail pipe tuna into their countries.
We drew a (inaudible) wth FDA when Senator | nouye
was alive, but we -- we never were able to get
there. | think they are waiting for sonebody to

die from sonething, then they would consider it.

Thanks.
QUESTI ONER:  What is tail pi pe tuna?
MR. LAWLER  Tail pi pe tuna is the next
guestion. It cane from sonebody in New Engl and.

It's tuna that's treated with what they refer to
as snokel ess tastel ess gas, carbon nonoxi de.

QUESTI ONER:  Car bon nonoxi de, right?

QUESTIONER: It keeps the color while
the fish is aging.

MR. CHAIRVMAN:  Yes. Al right, do we
have any input fromor comrents from our internet
transporters? Chris, anything to add?

MR CHRIS: No, M. Chairman. Nothing
t o add.

MR. CHAI RVAN:  Ckay. Well thank --

t hanks again, Drew. W know you have to get off
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pretty soon, but hopefully you can join us |ater
on. If not, have a good day then. Have a good
one.

MR. LAWLER  Thanks very much guys.
Appreci ate being able to parachute into this
neeting and as always, | |look forward to working
on the conplexities of these issues and very nuch
are | ooking forward to the upcom ng aspiring
tropical tuna neasure in the WCUSE. So, stay
tuned and thanks again for all of your support and
| ook forward to working with you any way | can.

MR. CHAI RVAN: Thanks agai n and
congratul ati ons on your new appoi nt nent.

MR. LAWLER  Thanks very nuch. See you

guys.
MR. CHAIRVAN: Al right, take care.

Al right, so we'll nove on to -- that was agenda

item A We'Il nove on to our next agenda item

which is item B, B, other EO issues, aquacul ture
opportunity areas, Paul and Danielle.
MR. DOREMJS. Thank you, M. Chair. |

appreci ate the opportunity and we're glad to be
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able to benefit from having Drew available for a
bit to talk about a piece of executive order. And
what |'mgoing to do is kind of step back and put
the trade and things that we're going to tal k
about in just a mnute in context wth a quick
revi ew of aquaculture, and not just the

aquacul ture conponents, but the whole gane plan
Wi th the executive order, and we're going to get
i nto good portions of it here today, not all of
it. And we have a great opportunity here to talk
about sone of the nore extensive conponents in
there in sections 6 and 10 of the executive order
that centered on buil ding greater aquaculture
capability in the United States, and Danielle's
going to step through that in a form
presentation. But | wanted to note that those

pi eces, 6 through 10, are part of really the four
part plan focusing on the industry as a whol e.
This is a broad |ong-termplan to inprove the
conpetitiveness of the U S. seafood sector as a
whol e.

The first provision, the substantive
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provision in there after overarching policy
statenents, etc., is section 4, that focuses on
regulatory reformto nmaxi mze commercial fishing.
And that is the piece that we'll be tal kinng about

I n section D of our agenda item here today. Sam
Rauch is overseeing the inplenentation of that
conponent of the executive order. Section 5 is an
I nteresting short and very focused conponent on
i1l egal unreported and unregul ated fishing. That
was crafted in a way to align very nicely with
direction that the federal governnent as a whol e
has gotten, not just NOAA, but other parts of the
federal governnent, frankly close to 22 agencies
under the Maritinme SAFE Act from Congress to stand
up and sort of reenergize an inter-agency |UU
fishing effort. W're not tal ki ng about that
today. |If there's council interest init in the
future, we can address that, but the Maritinme SAFE
Act inter-agency working group on IUU fishing net
for the first tinme over the summer in June. It
has by law, a provision for a rotating Chair of

t hat wor ki ng group across NOAA, the Coastguard,
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and the Departnent of State, and we are starting
off, for the first three years in |eading that
area in the working groups. W've got a work plan
online. It's available to the public and we're
very optimstic about the ability to kind of
reenergi ze the inter-agency conmunity and work
nore extensively with our external stakehol ders on
this really big challenge to forman international
poi nt of view to sustainable fishing.

So that's section 5. Section 6 through
10 are nore about the part on aquaculture and the
pi ece that Drew was tal king about is section 11,
which is the direction to stand up, in the area of
seafood trade, a strategy for the United States
that Drew was overseeing and that you just got --
got the briefing with where that stands. But |
think it's good to keep in mnd that this is, at
this point in tine a kind of drawi ng toget her of
sone areas of focus for sone tine. There's been
i nterest in approaching various aspects of
conpetitive opportunity in this US.  Seafood

sector. These are brought together under the
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executive order, devel oped over a period of tine,
and it was issued in May when we were already
fairly abundantly aware of the inpacts of COVID on
the overall structure of demand in the industry
and consequently, the -- the ricochet effect that
It's had throughout the seafood sector.

So the urgency of pursuing this strategy
of the federal governnent in an inter-agency way,
I n pursuing a holistic strategy, |ooking at the
future, and the growth opportunities for the
sector as a whole becane all the nore urgent in
that context. So we're approaching this with a
great deal of focus, energy, and enthusiasm not
about -- not just recovering, but really
strengthening the U S. Seafood sector as a whol e
over time as we progress through these various
provi sions and i nprove overall, or while our
fisheries try to build a stronger and sustai nabl e
aquacul ture sector and deal with these
i nternational challenges with EU and -- and trade
strategy.

So, M. Chair, | just wanted to offer
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t hose remarks as sort of context for the whole
section here today of sections A B, C and D.
Section Cis really context on the authorities
that stand up and item ze or cover given the
somewhat difficult to understand | egal regulatory
envi ronnent that exists around aquacul ture
authorities right now, so we'll try to get clear
on that in section C. Yes, but we really have
great pleasure today of having Danielle Blacklock
step through the aquacul ture conponents of the EO
and I wll turn it over to her and she has a
presentation available for that purpose.

M5. BLACKLOCK: Thank you so nuch, Paul.

MR. CHAI RMAN:  Thank you, |'mjust
ki ddi ng. Thank you, thank you Paul. Danielle,
can you just give ne a second. | -- | have to
junmp of f real quick, but in ny absence, M.
Jonchar (phonetic), the Vice Chair wll take over,
but I will conme back. | have an engagenent | need
to go into. But thank you, Paul. [I'Il catch up
with you guys later.

MR. DOREMJS. Very good.
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M5. BLACKLOCK: All right, thank you
very much. And Modrgan, are you able to share the
presentation or should |I share it?

M5. MORGAN: Right now, | can be the
presenter. Just a nonent. You're all set.

M5. BLACKLOCK: Great. And again, thank
you to Chair and the Vice Chair and to Paul for
the introduction, and thank you, Mrgan, for
advancing the slides for us. W can go on to the
next. |'mhappy to be with you all here today to
tal k about aquacul ture sections of the executive
order. And as we've already discussed, the

executive order has several different conponents,

all of which you'll be discussing in your neeting
and I'Il be focusing on ny third bullet, which is
this.

One thing to keep in mnd about the
aquacul ture section of the executive order is that
while having this focus is new, a |lot of the work
that underpins the activities that are to be
i npl enrented with the ideals of the executive order

have been ongoing for a long tine. It's really
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built on work that has been happeni ng and pl anni ng
for a nunber of years. Also although NOAA is one
of the main agencies forced to the executive order
abroad, ultra-sessions are actually spread across
t he vari ous aquacul ture agencies and we are
working closely with (inaudible) as well as USDA
and the EPA, and that's the act -- today -- in the
executive order.

So we're going to step through the
different sections. The first section on
aquacul ture is section 6, which is all about
nmovi ng barriers to aquaculture (inaudible). It's
just two main things. The first is it asks the
Arny Corps of Engineers to eval uate whet her or not
nati onw de pertinent prograns woul d be appropriate
for finfish, seaweed, and Wal | ed Lake species
aquacul ture. Those would all be with their
exi sting nationw de permt programfor shellfish.

About two weeks ago | believe their
draft rul emaki ng was published and called a
(inaudible). In that draft rul emaki ng package for

nati onw de permts, they have a new nati onw de
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proposal for finfish and seaweed with nultispecies
woven into those two new prograns, rather than a
third set of permts. |In addition, section 6 asks
NOAA to be the | ead agency for (inaudible) when a
project neets three main criteria. First, it nust
-- the project nmust require environnental review
or authorization by two or nore agencies. |t also
nmust be deened to require an environnental inpact
statenent, so no one does not becone the |ead for
EAs. And, the project nust be |located in federal
waters. So it's -- it's void if the project is in
state waters. Once we take on that |eadership
role, if we were to take on that | eadership role
for a particular project, it would have to have
the EI'S conpleted within two years and all the

per manent agencies would need to properly issue
(inaudible). W're going to skip over section 7
at the nonent because that's the aquaculture
opportunity areas and |'mgoing to dive a little
deeper into that one towards the end. So skipping
over to section 8, section 8 is really all about

t he governnment open transparent communi cation. W
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are asked to describe the federal regulatory

requi renents, to gain an aquaculture permt, as
well as all of the relevant federal and state
agencies that are a part of that process, put that
on our website along with all of the federal grant
prograns that are the goal to aquaculture, and
we're asked to keep that up to date at | east once
every 8 tables.

On to section 9, so section 9 askes the
federal agencies to eval uate whether or not to
redraft the National Aquacul ture Devel opnent Pl an.
Many of you may not realize that we have a
Nat i onal Aquacul ture Devel opnent Pl an because it's
from1983. It follows the 1980 Aquacul ture Act,
and | think that many of you are aware,
aquacul ture has changed quite a bit since 1983.

So the federal governnent is going to update the
Nat i onal Aquacul ture Devel opnment Plan. [|'m going
to take a little divergence to tell you about how
we're going to do that.

So many of you might recall that a

coupl e of years ago, what used to be the
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I nt er-agenci es wor ki ng through aquacul ture was

el evated to becone a sub-comm ttee under the
Nat i onal Science and Technol ogy Council. Paul is
a Co-Chair along with a representative from OSTP
and USDA. That new el evated commttee over the

| ast coupl e of years has put together a couple of
wor k products. They have put together a

regul atory efficiency plan | ooking across the
federal agencies, how to nmake regul ation nore
efficient while continuing to neet all the
observati on nmandates and threshol ds, | ooking at
doi ng things in sequence, doing things together in
a nore collaborative way. So that is one nore
product and it resulted in this plan. In
addition, we also | ooked across all of the
research assets for aquaculture across the federal
governnent and created a Sci ence and Research
Coordi nation Plan. Those two plans are going to
be com ng out for public comment soon in draft and
they again | ook across all of the federal agencies
I nvol ved i n aquaculture to | ook at both the

research conponent and the regul atory conponents
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to support aquacul ture devel opnent. One of the
new things that the commttee has started working
on is quite exciting, and that is an economc
devel opnent plan for aquaculture. That is
bringing in the agencies that specialize in
econom ¢ devel opnent rather than seafood, to the
aquacul ture conversation, |ooking across econonic
devel opnent prograns, finding what m ght be
appl i cabl e for aquaculture, and incorporating that
into this strategy.

So we think that with those three plans
conbi ned, a regulatory efficiency plan, a science
and research coordination plan, and an econom c
devel opnent plan. That nekes a really good
foundation for what a national aquaculture
devel opnent plan would be and that's sort of our
-- our plan ahead.

Last, section 10 is about pronoting
aquatic aninmal health. This asks USDA to eval uate
whet her or not they shoul d update the 2008
National Aquatic Animal Health Plan. They are

doing so, and we anticipate seeing a draft very
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soon, and NOAA is participating in that wwth teans
fromour veterinary talent that we have on board.
Now on to aquacul ture opportunity areas.
This is section 7 of the executive order. It's
arguably the nost revol utionary, nobst innovative
pi ece of the executive order related to
aquacul ture, but it's not a new concept gl obally.
It's just newto us. There are nmany ot her
countries that have taken this approach and we're
| ucky that we have the opportunity and order from
them So the executive order asks that within one
year of the signing of the executive order, which
was May 7th, NOAA is asked to find at |east two
geographi c areas containing | ocations suitable for
aquacul ture. Followng that first year, we have
two years to conplete a programmatic EI'S for each
of those spaces. So it takes three years to
create an aquaculture opportunity area. However,
we're asked to repeat this process every year. So
you can start to see how these are going to
overlap and it's three years fromnow we'll have

six of these in different |evels of conpletion.
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So how are we going to identify
aquacul ture opportunity areas? The foundation
wi Il best link everything wwth their sphere of
science. So we are partnered with the Nati onal
OQcean Service and their siting analysis team where
they use mllions of data sets and they're
constantly | ooking for nore, to do spati al
analysis that will create key maps of
appropri ateness. That, geared wi th stakehol der
| nput -- stakehol der input of course is crucial.
W will be starting -- we are starting that
process al ready, conmuni cati ng about what
aquacul ture opportunity areas are, but a nore
formalized process is comng which we'll get into.
And of course, inter-agency coordination is
cruci al across the board.

So alittle bit nore about what an
aquacul ture opportunity area is. So we are
| ooki ng for space that is appropriate for
aquaculture in three different ways. W want
space that is appropriate environnentally, so one,

sone place where there is the appropriate anpount
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of current flow, the right depths, the right

bi ol ogi cal paraneters and nmeking sure that we are
mnimzing any potential inpact that potenti al
speci es or special places. W're also |ooking for
areas that are appropriate socially, neaning that
we are not taking over shipping |leads. W're |ot

| ooking into the shell fishing grounds or places
that are used by the mlitary. And finally, we're
| ooki ng for places that are appropriate

econom cally, neaning they can't be too far from
(i naudi ble) or too far fromshore to make sure
that any venture would viable. They wouldn't just
be burning too nuch fuel. |In addition, if there's
a dock or a processing facility nearby, that's all
t he better.

Once you add up those three | ayers of
appropri ateness, we end up finding small spaces.
We hypot hesi ze that we are going to find spaces
that could hold sonewhere between 3 and 5 farns.
So these are not |arge polygons in the ocean that
sone ot her planni ng exercises have created. This

I's nore of polka dots and possibility, working in
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bet ween existing users. One thing that | should
say is that we're also not |ooking for finfish
specifically or shellfish or algae. W're | ooking
for areas that could possibly acconmodate all
three different types of aquaculture and we coul d
see the possibly of an aquacul ture opportunity
area building sites, a suite of sites where one
site mght be appropriate for our finfish and two
of them maybe for shellfish and a coupl e maybe for
al gae or sone -- sone mx of them

So one thing that is critical to
understand is that this is not a partnering
process. This is not a regulatory process in any
way. |t's a science-based smart growth planning
exercise. Aguaculture ventures |looking to enter
I nto an aquacul ture opportunity area would have to
go through the exact sane probing process as one
| ooki ng outside as well. They wll have to go
t hrough all of the sane consultations, potenti al
speci es, sane order act, all of the sane
paraneters will be applied. The difference is

that we will have three years of investigation
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under our belt into that water. So we'll know so
much nore and so nmany nore anal yses will be
needed, that can feed into the process that we
think it's going to nake the process nore
efficient.

And | think as everyone has likely seen,
we announced the first two areas we are going to
begi n our investigations to find aquacul ture
opportunity areas. There's a little bit of a
m scommuni cation in the nedia. W' re |ooking at
southern California and the Gulf of Mexico. Those
areas thensel ves are not aquacul ture opportunity
areas. Those are just where we're focusing our
I nvestigation. And those sel ections were based on
a couple of different things. One is nmaking sure
that there's industry interest. W don't want to
go through this process and have NOAA wanting to
put a farmand a water there. |In addition, how
much work we've already done in these places?
Because of existing industry interests, we have a
| ot of spatial analysis that has already been

conpleted in southern California and the GQulf of
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Mexi co as well as good working rel ationshi ps
across the federal governnent and the councils as
we do everywhere, but with the councils,

conm ssions, etc., there's a | ot of understanding
about aquaculture in those spaces.

So I'mgoing to share with you two maps,
one of them of (inaudible) and one of southern
California, and this shows the study areas. So |
t al ked about that science product that's going to
create maps. This is the beginning of their study
areas. So when you | ook for waters that are the
appropriate depth, you end up with this band
around the Gulf of Mexico where you have to have
water and it's deep enough to be safe from storns,
to make sure that any affluent is duly taken care
of, and you can't be too far fromshore, as |
mentioned, no farmwll go in the mddle of the
Qul f of Mexico because it will two expenses wth
activity to shore. So you end up with this band
and in the Gulf of Mexico you end up with four
study areas. And in southern California we end up

with four study areas as well. So here you can
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see that they're separated in (inaudible) and
t hese again are not the aquacul ture opportunity
areas, but the areas wthin which we are begi nning
our investigation.

And now a little bit about the process
and where we are. So we have convened our
I npl enentation teans, that's at the national |evel
as well as at the regional level, so they both,
t he west coast regional office and the southeast
regional office. There are teans working across
the different programunits as well as
I nter-agency teans that have been devel oped to --
to help with this process. COS has also started
their siting analysis, building, as | nentioned
before, on what they've done previously. They've
al ready had over 80 neetings wth stakehol ders
about data. They're constantly |ooking for nore
and better data, and that's an ongoing
conversation, before they actually build the
nodel s for those study areas.

W' ve already been doing a |ot of

probi ng public stakehol der outreach, introducing
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the concept, what is an aquacul ture opportunity
area, what's this investigation and process goi ng
to look like. And comng very soon, there's going
to be the beginning of the four wall public echo
process, and that is com ng through a federal
regi ster notice that will be a request for
i nformation. That request for information is
asking two main bits of questions. The first is
where in the nation should we go next? As |
mentioned, we have to find two areas every year
t hrough the next seven years until we have 10 of
these. So we would |like to have that conversation
Wi th society and see where there's industry
I nterests, where there's good wll, and where
aquacul ture may be appropriate. So that is one
bin of questions, is where in the nation should we
be | ook next.

The other bin of questions is nore
specific to southern California on the Gulf of
Mexi co, making sure that we have all of the
information. Are there particular things that we

shoul d take into account as we go through this
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process? Are we mssing any data sets? Those

ki nds of questions. During that public comrent
period, we're also going to have four webinars as
a nore informal way for people to get their
(inaudible) if they're not confortable witing a
letter into the federal registrar. As well as

| ots of | ocal organization neetings for input and
of course for comng to the fishery managenent
councils. Then on the agenda for both the Pacific
and the Gulf Fishery Managenent Council, | know
that the (inaudible) wll be taking place next
week through the Gulf, which (inaudible) in the
neeting a little bit, but that's just a start of

t hose conversations with those councils. W need
to stay com ng back any tine that we're invited to
tal k about how the process is going, talk about
where we are, what we're hearing, and we're

wel com ng other councils to have that conversation
as well. Wile we have started in the Gulf --
with the Gulf council and the Pacific council
because that's where we're | ooking first, we're

having to cone to any council neeting and di scuss
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this process, what it's going to |look |ike, as we
do anticipate these to go sonewhat around the
nation, maybe not everywhere, but they're not all
going to be in southern California and the Gulf.
So all of that leads into this w nter.
W have with us a sub-draft science product com ng
out which is going to take the formof an
aquacul ture opportunity atlas. |It's going to be a
series of sheet maps of appropriateness. This is
a great fiasco, sort of black and white kind of
conversation. It's really a -- it wll show up
nore as a tenperature map where we'll find areas
that are hopefully nost appropriate. That, paired
wth the public input that we'll get this fal
wi Il help us have that conversation to find areas
that are nost appropriate. W anticipate by next
May having a school of different areas in each
region that would have a | evel of appropriateness
for aquaculture. Those couple of different areas
for each region will then feed into programmatic
El S process as various alternatives. W're

bui | ding that programmatic EI'S process now, so
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nore to conme on that piece, but I wanted to neke
sure to get everyone up to speed at least on this
as well as the finding of appropriate space phase
before any nore tine goes by. So again, | really
appreci ate you having us on the agenda and |'m
happy to take any questions, M. Chair, if that's
appropri ate.

MR. CHAI RVAN:  Thank you, Danielle.
Thank you, Paul. Very good. W'I| go ahead and
check and see if there's any comments or
questi ons.

QUESTI ONER:  Thank you, M. Chair. |
have three questions for you, Danielle, and thank
you very much for the presentation. | think you
were informative. The first two are really sort
of process questions related to (inaudible). The
first two questions are process questions rel ated
to slide 15, and the first one | guess is that you
mentioned that you'll convene inplenentation
teanms. WII| councils, should they want to
participate, be allowed to participate in the

| npl ementation teans, or is there going to be a
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FACA concern?

M5. BLACKLOCK: That's a very good
guestion, and | don't know that | have a clear
answer. W -- | will have to get back to you.
Currently, the inplenentation teans are the
federal governnent possible participation with
state governnents. W' re having that sane
conversation right now, and internal program
staff, but I'll ook into that and get back to the
committee.

QUESTI ONER: Ckay, thank you. A second
question also relates to that slide. Just for
pl anni ng pur poses, do you know when the public
notice on the request for information will go out
roughly? Just trying to figure out where it m ght
fit in wth our council neeting schedul es.

M5. BLACKLOCK: So, it should be going
out in the next couple of weeks.

QUESTI ONER: Ckay, and how | ong --

M5. BLACKLOCK: 60 days.

QUESTI ONER: 60 days, thanks. M -- ny

third question is a little bit broader. How are
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AQAs enforced? You know, as you point out, there
are a lot of factors that play into it, and it's
conceivable, at least to ne, that just as far as |
know, the only two permanent authorities really
are Corps of Engineers and EPA right now So it's
conceivabl e that there could be a site that neets
their property requirenents, but falls short on
other things, and what if the facility says | want
to go in this other place? How do we enforce
peopl e using the sites that are identified through
t he AQA process?

M5. BLACKLOCK: People are welcone to go
out si de of aquaculture opportunity areas. | think
that the incentive to use themis the anount of
analysis that will have gone in on the front end
that the federal governnent is doing instead of an
I ndi vi dual conpany needing to do. So it's --
again, it's a planning process. There is no --
there is no enforcenent, but we're doing this
pl anni ng process with the EPA on one side and the
Arny Corps on the other side, so they're a part of

this. So it's woven into what wll be their
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(inaudi ble), but it's not -- it's not an excl usive
zone and it doesn't nean aquaculture can't go
out si de of that.

QUESTI ONER: Ckay, thank you very nuch.

MR. CHAIRVAN:. Tom did you get all of
t he questions from New Engl and?

VICE CHAIRMAN:  |'Il]l have to check with
nmy Chair at (inaudible) but | think so.

MR. CHAIRVAN: M d-Atlantic council?

QUESTI ONER:  Thank you, M. Chair.

Thank you, Danielle for the presentation. | have
a quick question. | got lost alittle bit in the
term nol ogy. EO tal ks about geographic areas. |Is

a geographic area the sane as an AOA or is that
di fferent?

M5. BLACKLOCK: It's understandable. W
talk a | ot about different spaces, areas. So
geographic areas are what we're going to deal wth
at the end of this year. So we're |looking within
southern California or wwthin the Gulf of Mexico
to find geographic areas. | wouldn't deemit an

aquacul ture opportunity area until after that
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progranmmatic EI'S has happened. So while in tine
they woul d be one in the sane, it's understanding
that it's confusing. So | wouldn't call it an
actual area of opportunity until (inaudible).

QUESTI ONER:  Got you. So when you talk
about finding two AOAs per year for the next five
years or 20 years, you're tal king about these very
specific locations that may be within the
geographic area. So if you talk about say the
md-Atlantic, you nmay have three AOAs within the
Md-Atlantic or off the Atlantic. |[Is that the way
you're --

M5. BLACKLOCK: That's correct. Yes.

QUESTIONER:  All right. Thank you.

MR. CHAIR  Any other questions from
Sout h- At l antic?

QUESTI ONER: (i naudi bl e) the
presentati on.

MR CHAIR @&l f Council?

QUESTI ONER: Thank you, M. Chair.
Thank you, Danielle, for the presentation. |

think we'll have anot her chance to ask questions
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next week or at |east (inaudible). Just during
your presentation, | did have one thought that
cane to mnd and that was while you're identifying
t hese areas, these aquaculture areas, do you
foresee in the programmatic EIS that you're
devel opi ng, a review process that would be
i ncluded in there to assess the current AQAs
before you start identifying other AOAs. Do you
see that process occurring at all?

M5. BLACKLOCK: W are currently
devel opi ng what that programmatic EI'S process w ||
work like. W're trying to make these as
consi stent and transparent as possible fromregion
to region, which neans there's a ot of work from
a front end to nmake sure that we're -- you know,
four years fromnowit will ook very simlar to
what the first year |ooked like. So | don't have
an answer yet, but it's sonething that we're
consi deri ng.

QUESTI ONER:  Thank you.

MR. CHAI RVAN:  Any questions fromthe

Cari bbean Council ?
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QUESTI ONER:  Yes, thank you. W have a
meeting in Decenber (inaudible). W'd like to
invite the presenter to talk about this
aquacul ture venture. | have also a question about
(i naudi ble). You know, the Caribbean is
(i naudi bl e), the Cari bbean as nmany tines with a
Bol i varian. But can aquacul ture through the scale
and in the Caribbean m ght be considered in the
next 7 years as -- for one of those areas that
you' re tal ki ng about ?

M5. BLACKLOCK: Thank you for the
invitation. | would happily take you up on that
and cone to the next council neeting and present
on aquacul ture opportunity areas. And absol utely,
t he Cari bbean coul d host an aquaculture
opportunity area. As | nentioned, one of the
guestions or one bin of questions that we'll be
asking in this request for information is where
should we go next. So if we get input fromthe
Cari bbean to please cone here, then of course
we'll ook at that closely.

MR. CHAI RVAN:  Thank you, Cari bbean.

Ander son Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- www. ander sonreporting. net



9/ 24/ 20 NOAA Fi sheries Council Coordination Comrittee Page:

46

1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Next question is fromthe Pacific Council.

QUESTI ONER: Thanks, Danielle. | got a
coupl e of questions. First is the -- on the --
I ncl udes the data, where all the databases are
housed, one of our concerns was not just what
dat abases they are using, but how they're using
them particularly in ternms of the tinme series
that they're using because we have sone issues
W th reopening areas and sone haven't been used.
This is really a blank question of California, but
I n any event, we would be interested in having

sone opportunity to engage with who's sol ving that

and so, | guess to the extent that you could
I nvol ve the council in that, that process, we
woul d appreciate it. W -- we did just have our

council neeting |ast week and we had basically the
sanme presentation fromthe (inaudible) so | would
appreciate that. Wth that, | do want to echo
Chris Moore's comments about the term nol ogy and
how it was difficult for ne to get through what an
AQA really was, but | think you did a good job

explaining it in your presentation. | just think

Ander son Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- www. ander sonreporting. net



9/ 24/ 20 NOAA Fi sheries Council Coordination Comrittee Page:

47

1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

it would help the presentation if that was -- if
you know, an AOA is in southern California, then
an ACAis into red, blue, green, and yell ow areas
Is all about, is sonething else. So | think we
have -- it would help if it was stated nore
clearly as you go forward.

Finally, | guess still not sure the
degree of which and how councils wll be engaged
in the review, in the process wth helping the EIS
and those sorts of things. So -- so |l -- | guess
-- | guess I'mnot -- if you can address that a
little bit here, that would be good, but you know,
we could -- we asked the question at our council
neeting and didn't get a real good answer for when
we shoul d have, schedul e sonet hi ng on our agenda,
so we haven't done that yet. | know your -- your
glance to the extent that we can get an idea when
and exactly what the council is going to be asked
to do, we would appreciate that. So those were
nore comrents | guess nore than questions, but if
you can give sone responses that would be great.

| don't know if ny chair or vice chair m ght have
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sone follow ups as well.

M5. BLACKLOCK: Sure, |'d be happy to
di scuss those three points. On the data, we are
absol utely an open door for the actively finding
data and |I'm happy to connect you with sone fol ks
over at NPCS. Wiile they have mllions, over 30
mllion data sets, they know they don't have
everything, and they know that it's not all
perfect. So we're constantly trying to inprove
t hat .

Wth regard to term nol ogy, we're
| earning as we go to be better comruni cators about
what these are and aren't, especially trying to
alleviate any -- and deep seated fears that
aquaculture is going to maintain over hundreds of
square mles off of the coast. That's not what
this is. This is a finding exercise, finding
smal | areas where it's nost appropriate and
interferes the least wwth anything else. So we're
-- we're learning term nology, but | agree with
you, it's tricky and adds a great fear, especially

t hrough the nedia and comruni cati ons.
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And with regard to the role of the
councils, so the councils are inter-built in, so
Is everything it does. W're having to talk in
every council neeting you have between now and
today wth announcenent is made of the
alternatives that wll begin the programmatic EI S
process. W can bring everyone up to speed on how
the planning is going, how the mapping is going,
what information we're still looking for. W can
-- we can have a trusted conversation about what's
going on and we're having to do so. So | think
the best role of the council is that we really
al so see you as the leaders in the (inaudible) and
the better our -- closer our relationship can be,
the better the product at the end of this will be.

QUESTI ONER: Thanks. Maybe just a
follow up coment on that |last -- the |ast issue.
You know, updates -- updates are great in know ng
where you're at. But what we really need to know
I s you know, when and how -- when, where, and how
do we engage in the process. Thank you.

MS. BLACKLOCK: Sure. At the nonent,

Ander son Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- www. ander sonreporting. net



9/ 24/ 20 NOAA Fi sheries Council Coordination Comrittee Page:

50

1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

the -- the formal engagenent in phase | is -- is
where stationed this fall. Then it will be nore
I nformal engagenents until May and then anot her
formal process wll begin. But until we finish
designing it, I can't unfortunately tell you all
of the (inaudible) yet.

MR. CHAI RVAN:  Any ot her questions from
the Pacific Council, Chuck?

MR. GORELNIK: [|'ll go ahead. This is
Marc Gorel nik, Pacific Council Chair. [|'d just
like to followup a little bit on Chuck's
questions. | guess I'mnot -- it's still not
clear to me what the role of the councils wll be
In the process short-termand/or long-term Are
we nerely stakeholders in the process to provide
our input, which would bal ance agai nst the input
of others? Are we nerely a convenient venue to be
an input for stakeholders or do we have a nore
substantial role in the process?

M5. BLACKLOCK: | don't know that |
woul d call either of those roles a nerely role. |

think that you are one of our |argest constituency
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and your input is incredibly inportant and as for

us having sort of constant conversations wth you

all, | anticipate that you woul d hel p shape what's
out si de of the process.

MR. GORELNIK: Al right, thanks very
much. We'Il see how the process devel ops and |
| ook forward to working with you.

MR. CHAI RVAN:  Thank you, Pacific
Council. Mwving on to the North Pacific Council,
any questions, conments?

MR. KINNEEN. This -- this is Sinon. |
don't have any. | don't knowif -- if our Vice
Chair, Bill, has anything.

MR TWEIT: Bill here. | don't have any
guestions. Thank you.

MR. CHAI RVAN:  Thank you, North Pacifi c.
We're going to the Western Pacific Council now.
The Western Pacific has been working on a
programmatic EI'S for several years now Howis
the work that we have done to date going to nesh
wth the work that you' re doing now? Are you --

are you famliar wth what we have done?
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M5. BLACKLOCK: Yes, and it remains to
be seen as we nove through the process, how the
two will align, and nore of that due to tim ng.

So as the programmatic EIS that you all are
wor ki ng on now advances, if we have input that
says please cone to (inaudible) three years from
now and that's already conpleted, that's a
different picture than if we're asking you to send
plans this year while everything' s still

processed. So we haven't evaluated all of those
scenarios yet. In part, we'll wait to see what
cones back fromthat public coment period as to
whet her we need to sort all of that out now or

| ater, but | amaware of the work that you're
doing. |'mexcited about it. And we'll nake sure
that we do | ocate (inaudible).

MR. CHAI RVAN:  So woul d you reconmend us
continuing on wth devel opnent of the programmtic
ElS, or should we defer to you or work with you,
bri ng you aboard?

M5. BLACKLOCK: | recommend you conti nue

on.
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MR. CHAI RVAN: Ckay. Thank you very
much. Any other questions fromthe Western
Pacific, vice chairs? |'m hearing none. Thank
you very nuch, Danielle and Paul, appreciate it.

Let's go to the next section C
aquacul ture reqgqul atory/statutory issues. Sam
Adam vyou all are up.

MR. RAUCH  Thank you, M. Chair, and |
hope Adamis on the line. I1'mgoing to give a
little overview and then turn it to Adamto talk
about inplications of the recent 5th G rcuit
opi nion, which we've talked briefly with sone
el ements to CCC about before. But just as a
rem nder of our general view of regul atory
authority for aquaculture. As a baseline, there
IS no permt required unless sone statute nmakes it
required. So you can do a lot of things in the
ocean W thout needing to go get a permt. And
when | tal k about the ocean, | recognize that
aquacul ture happens on land and in state waters or
territorial waters, but |1'mgoing to be focusing

on federal waters because that's what the
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council's jurisdiction is. That's where we're
nostly concerned about.

So in federal waters, as sonebody
nmenti oned, the corps and the EPA do have sone
regul atory authority. You're putting permnent
structure in front of waters there, you need a
rivers and harbors permt for that. To the extent
that you are putting out affluent or other things,
you may need an EPA permt. There nay be ot her
peri pheral federal entities that are involved.
Qur view is that the Magnuson Act gives us through
the council system the authority to regul ate
aquaculture in federal waters. Qur view has been,
or our historic view at |east has been that
aquaculture is fishing, a formof fishing since it
I nvol ves the capture and renoval at sone point,
you're renoving those fish fromthe ocean so that
It is fishing, therefore, it is subject to
regulation. |t doesn't nean it's prohibited, but
It nmeans that the council could regulate it, could
choose to prohibit it, could choose to allowit,

but the council needs to do that with sone
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intention. |If thus the council is sonehow active,
it could happen. So that was our preexisting
Vi ew.

We know that we've got a nunber of
aquacul ture provisions that have been vetted
t hrough the councils in various jurisdictions,
that the broadest nost significant one is the Gl f
aquacul ture plan, which the Gulf spent many years
working on. It was developed and is a | arge scal e
conprehensive program It was imedi ately
chal l enged and we lost in the District Court and
we've now lost in the 5th Grcuit, and | woul d
like to turn it over to Adamto give us a sumary
of that court case and then in particular, given
that we have -- we have |ost the case in the 5th
Crcuit, but the litigation is not over. Wat
potentials are there for further review realizing
that | don't think the United States is taking a
new vi ew yet, but those are still decisions the
United States needs to nmake. After, he will give
us the update.

MR | SSENBERG. Thanks, Sam Yes, so
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earlier this year the 5th Crcuit, which is the
court that has jurisdiction over nmuch of the
states bordering the Gulf of Mexico, issued an
opinion in which it found that NOAA does not have
the statutory authority to issue regulations
gover ni ng aquacul ture under the Magnuson Stevens
Act. The question in that is the notion that the
-- you know, the councils don't have the authority
to inplenent it or to adopt fishery managenent

pl ans to address the aquaculture. This was a
three judge panel and two of the three judges
concl uded that the Magnuson Act unanbi guously
precludes the agency fromcreating an aquacul ture
regi me because the MSA does not expressly

aut hori ze the agency to adm ni ster managenent of
aquacul ture.

The judges rejected the | ongstanding
position that, as Sam nenti oned, we have since
then wasted the early 90s taking the position that
aquaculture is fishing and falls within the
definition of fishing. And the judges disagreed.

They concluded that the termand that position
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relied heavily on the use of the term "harvesting”
in the definition of fishing. Fishing was
catching, taking, or harvesting, and our
Interpretation is that harvesting could include
aquacul ture activities. And the judges concl uded
that the term "harvesting"” should be read
synonynously with terns "catching" and "taking",
whi ch described traditional fishing activities in
terns of capture.

One judge did descend. That judge
t hought and Congress had given the agency a very
expansi ve granted authority to conserve and manage
of fshore fishery resources that Congress hadn't
di sti ngui shed between habits of fishing or types
of fish, and that was anple authority for the
| ongst andi ng position that NOAA had taken. So the
next steps are for the federal governnent to
determ ne whether to seek further review Unlike
a | ower court decision where appeal is always
avai |l abl e, further review of an appellate court
decision is discretionary with the court and nust

be requested fromeither the 5th Circuit in the
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formof a hearing or fromthe Grcuit Court. The
deci sion of whether to seek further review
ultimately lies with DQJ. They wi Il make that

deci sion after receiving recommendati ons from NOAA
and from any ot her agencies that m ght be
entrusted. And that process is ongoing. No
deci si on has been nmade yet and that's as nuch as |
can say about that.

After that process is concluded and
dependi ng on what the appeal decisionis, we wll
need to decide how to respond to the decision and
what that neans for NVFS and for the councils. |
want to reiterate as Sam said, that you know, this
doesn't nean that aquaculture is prohibited in the
Qul f of Mexico or anywhere el se. Aquacul ture may
proceed sonetines at other applicable (inaudible)
|ike the Water Act (inaudible). And then as |
think Danielle alluded to, you know, the Magnuson
Act is not NOAA s only authority regarding
aquacul ture. W have a nunber of other
authorities including the National Aquacul ture Act

of 1980, which Danielle nentioned, the Fishery
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Lobby and Coordi nati on Act, and other authorities.

Real |y, the nost significant one is the
Nat i onal Aquacul ture Act, which gives NOAA a very
I nportant role in the devel opnent and the
pronoti on of aquaculture, and does not contain any
regul atory authority to do anything akin to you
know, permtting aquaculture ala the Qulf plan,
but does provide anple authority for the
activities assigned to the Secretary of Comrerce
under the executive order. So that is ny summary
and |'m happy to take any questions or you coul d
-- for me or for Sam

MR. RAUCH  Yes, let ne, before we yield
ground for questions, let nme just expand just a
little bit. Recognizing that the federal
gover nnent has not decided what to do, may seek
further review in one of those venues that Adam
menti oned, may seek to overturn this opinion. But
in the neantine, what it neans at least is that
the Gulf aquaculture plan is set aside, and we are
not reqgulating aquaculture in the Gulf of Mexico.

It does not on its face necessarily apply outside
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the 5th Circuit, but that is sonething we would
have to consider if this becane final, either

because we continue to litigate, and we ultimately

do not prevail, or we accept the decision. So
t hose decisions are still to be nade. As Adam
I ndi cated though, we still have authority,

nonregul atory, to do things under the Aquacul ture
Act of 1980, which largely supports many of the
things that Danielle was tal ki ng about regardl ess
of whet her the Magnuson Act is avail able or not.

This does also inplicate sone of the
questions that conme up as to what is their role in
aquacul ture going forward? Under the 5th Grcuit
opinion in the &Gulf, the council no | onger has a
regulatory role. Still would have an advi sory
role under many of these processes. It still has
rel evant information and it is an inportant
opinion in that but does not have the sanme sort of
regul atory role as it had before. So with that, |
-- | understand that it is not final and so there
I's sone things we cannot answer beyond nere

specul ation, but |I'm happy to take questions or as
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Adam i ndi cated, he is happy as well.

MR. CHAI RMAN: Thank you, Sam Adam
did you have any other comments? Wre you ready
to go to questions?

MR. | SSENBERG No, no other comments.
' m happy to answer any questi ons.

MR. CHAI RMAN:  Thank you, guys. That
was great. New Engl and Council, any questions?

QUESTI ONER: John Qui vey (phonetic) with
a question, quick question. M two-part question,
Is there a -- a deadline by which the ODJ is going
to decide on the appeal and does the standard of
revi ew change when you appeal the Appellate
Court's deci sion?

MR | SSENBERG The QJ, I'muncertain if
this is whether there's a 90-day deadline for a
petition for Suprene Court review, and I'mfairly
confident, although can't prom se, that the QJ
wi Il you know, have the final decision before
then. You know, their internal process supposedly
takes a total of six weeks, although | can't

recall it ever actually happening within that six
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weeks. In terns of standard review, it would
basically be the sane standard of review. You
know, this was a -- it's basically a statutory
construction issue. The -- the 5th Grcuit and
the I ower court in Louisiana worked on it under
the Chevron framework and | expect that that's the
sane way that any further review would reanal yze
t he case.

QUESTI ONER:  Thanks.

MR. CHAI RVAN:.  Any ot her comments from
New Engl and? Tonf? Going on to Md-Atlantic
Counci |, any questions?

QUESTI ONER: Thank you, M. Chair. No
-- no additional questions at this point.

MR. CHAI RVAN:  South Atlantic Council ?

QUESTI ONER:  Thank you, no questions.

MR CHAIRVAN. @l f Council ?

QUESTI ONER: Thank you for the
I nformati on. No questi ons.

MR. CHAI RVAN:  Cari bbean Council ?

QUESTI ONER:  No specific questions.

MR. CHAI RVAN: North Pacific Council ?
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QUESTI ONER:  No questions fromthe North
Paci fic.

MR. CHAIRVAN:.  And we circle around to
the Western Pacific Council. | don't have any
questions at this point. Does any other nenbers
-- Kitty, your add?

QUESTI ONER: | have no questions, thanks
John.

QUESTI ONER: The Pacific has no
guesti ons.

MR. CHAI RVAN: Ckay, thank you. Ckay,
very good. Thank you, guys. W're going to head
to D, EO section 4, prioritized |ist of
recommended actions. Kelly Denit, you're up.

M5. DENIT: Geat. Thanks, John. Good
af t ernoon and good norning everyone. So in this
session, the councils had asked to have nore of an
I nformati on exchange around section 4 of the EQO
so |'"mjust going to give sone brief overview
coments to get us started and then we'll junp
right in.

So, first we'll recall that section 4 is
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the request to all of you to submit within 180
days a prioritized |ist of recommended actions to
reduce burdens on donestic fishing and to increase
production within state-owned fisheries. W sent
around a tenplate, | believe it was in July, for
you all to conplete, to provide the infornmation
requested in the EO and you' ve been asked to
provide that by early Novenber. | know that sone
councils have at |east had sone prelimnary
conversations and others haven't on their upcom ng
schedules. So with that, just very brief context
setting. | would be happy acting, M. Chair, to
just call on different councils as we go around or
John, if you would prefer to call the different
councils, that's fine as well. The focus here was
for each of you to be able to tal k about what --
how you have been approaching this request within
your respective councils and share any
information. O course we're here to answer any
guestions if you do have any. So, Chair, I'm
happy to kind of facilitate this part or if you

woul d prefer to, that's totally up to you.

Ander son Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- www. ander sonreporting. net



9/ 24/ 20 NOAA Fi sheries Council Coordination Comrittee Page:

65

1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

MR. CHAI RVAN: Wiy don't you go ahead
and run with it.

M5. DENIT: Geat. Wll, | want to get
w ld and crazy and not start in the northeast. So
now | know everybody is slightly panicked |ike who
is she going to call on first? So | want to start
out on the West Coast and let's start w th Chuck,

Paci fi c Council.

MR. TRACY: Al right. | got to go to
the -- 1'"mon the spot.
M5. DENIT: | figured you could handle

it, Chuck.

MR. TRACY: Yes, so we did -- we net
| ast week and had a di scussion about this and
prepared a response. Wlat -- what we did is we
| ooked at the things that were under our sort of
normal authority, the regulatory FMP anendnent
type business things we normally do, and then saw
that as you know, what was nost applicable to the
central or request. So we identified sone itens
for that, that we would be able to initiate prior

to May 1. | have to order the itens there, and
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then we'll put those on our -- on our planning
cal endar as evidence of that. O course, we wll
-- we Wil be sending a formal response as well

I ncl udi ng the spreadsheet of those provided.

So we al so had sone other issues that
were identified. | think Chris sort of suggested
It was possible for us, so we asked all our
advi sory buddi es about a nunber of things. So for
those, we identified a few things that we al so
wanted to bring to the attention of other
agencies. So we kind of ended up with three
buckets if you will, | guess. The things |I've
al ready nentioned as one bucket as sort of
basically essentials or requirenents. And there's
sone other itens that are within NMFS purvi ew but
are not regulatory in nature. That's just things
| i ke funding for surveys and those sorts of
things. And then we al so had anot her bucket that
was ot her statutes or other agencies, and we
i dentified one thing for that which was the
regulation that U S. Fish and Wldlife Service

passed. Basically, it omts fromthe definition

Ander son Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- www. ander sonreporting. net



9/ 24/ 20 NOAA Fi sheries Council Coordination Comrittee Page:

67

1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

about fishing, fish products, squid and the sea
urchi ns because they apparently don't have a
shell. So they are required to be certified by
USFW5, but other fish products for export are --
have a wai ver on review ng of exporting wildlife
products and these don't, so there's sort of a
redundant need to where, first of all have service
to evaluate those products for export for our
recomendations to the Gulf and to the wildlife
service. So probably the Seafood Task Force as
well, add to that, regulations be revi ewed and
revi sed.

And then we al so had anot her conment on
t he aquacul ture-based opportunities as well in
ternms of that, just nmaking sure that the EFH
consultation is conducted prior to the decision on
| ocations. So that -- that's kind of how we
handle it. So if there's any questions, |'d be
happy to answer those.

MR. CHAIRVAN:  Kelly, would you mnd if
we go ahead and take control back? W're going to

go ahead and junp down a predeterm ned |ist that
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we have for the various councils.

M5. DENIT: Totally fine, Sir.

MR. CHAI RVAN:  Ckay, thank you. Thank
you very nuch Pacific Council, Chuck. Appreciate

it. We're going to see if we can reserve

guestions for later. |If we can go ahead to the
comments. We'Il get to the councils first then
we'll take the questions at one tine. Let's go to

New Engl and Council, Ton?

QUESTI ONER:  Thank you, M. Chair.
Thank you, Kelly, for giving ne a little break.
"Il be very quick. W go through a process every
year where we determ ne what we're going to do the
following year. W refer to this as setting our
priorities. And so we rolled in our response to
t he executive order in that process. W've worked
W th our advisory panels and commttees to bring
up suggestions and don't ask ne what they are
because we're going to tal k about them next week
and we' Il make our final determ nation at a
speci al council neeting towards the end of

Cct ober.
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MR. CHAI RVAN:  Very good. Thank you,
Tom Md-Atlantic Council?

QUESTI ONER:  Thank you, M. Chairnman.
This is Mke Rouici (phonetic). Chair of the
NOAA, | want to provide the report today. So we
started out wwth a prelimnary discussion with our
full council back in the spring, and then staff
wor ked with our advisors and the public comment to
ki nd of boil down a list of possible actions that
will come fromthis -- this order. And we decided
to work those possible actions through our
executive conmttee. The executive commttee net
earlier this week and refined that list, adding to
It what was -- the original list was really --
there was a lot of focus on comrercial activity,
but based on sone discussions that had been had in
the South Atlantic, our executive conmttee
decided to add sone potential recreational issues
to the list as well. And so our plan at this
point wll be to have that report -- we have a
council nmeeting in two weeks and the full council

wi || have an opportunity at that tinme to review
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the list comng fromthe executive committee to
provide final guidance to staff on what they'd
like to see nove forward out of council process.
So that's where we are. Chris and | can -- can
handl e any questions after we get through to hear
what the council thinks.

MR. CHAI RVAN:  Thank you, M ke. How
about the South Atlantic Council?

QUESTI ONER:  Thank you. South Atlantic
Counci | has tal ked about it through two council
nmeeti ngs and an executive conmttee neeting. W
net | ast week and prioritized our list, refined
our list. W are now working on the final
| anguage to port over into the spreadsheets, so
primarily working out the details of what we have
in there dealing with things Iike the
justification. So kind of |ike Chuck nentioned,
we had a couple of buckets we started in. One of
ours and sort of high priority for us is a broad
request for increasing the scientific resources
within our region, particularly the -- the

Sout heast Center to encourage nore independent
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surveys and to be able to provide safe reports to
I ncrease the information available to the council.
W also had a -- a high priority issue
to evaluate the shark depuration situation. W
heard about that yesterday and -- and that was
just a small, snmall taste of what the council's
been heari ng about over probably the |ast year,
had many public conment opportunities. W
I ncl uded recreational (inaudible) so we requested
| nproved (inaudible) dealing with sone of the
ongoi ng i ssues there, one in particular being the
-- the working route that's underway to deal wth
rare event species because with only 5 percent of
the trips to the southeast going in the EZ, nost
of our stuff is rare.
We also hit on requesting support for
the regional climate change effort, the area
pl anni ng that's underway at the Northeast Region
Permtting Council. Addressing delays in the
di saster relief, | think is a hot topic with many
people as we | ook at CARES. And then we got into

the issues that were nore council-rel ated | ooking
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at a review of our ITQ program sone changes in

cl osed area we have, comercial electronic

| ogbooks, getting those in place. W have a two
for one permt provision in our staff work fishery
to look at and then sone fishery-specific things
that were al ready on our workplan, to | ook at King
Spani sh and office fisheries with a few issues
com ng up over the next year. So, thank you.

MR. CHAI RVAN:  Thank you, John. CQulf

Counci | ?

QUESTI ONER:  Thank you, M. Chair. W
have just a couple of slides. | don't know if
t hose can be shown on the screen. |If not, you can
| ook at themon the website, | guess.

MR. CHAI RVAN: Can we get the slides put
up on the screen?

QUESTI ONER:  There's a few (i naudible) |
can share them

QUESTI ONER: So, thank you. |'mjust
going to talk high | evel about our approach. W
haven't had a | ot of opportunity to discuss this

yet. The next slide, please? W did start the
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di scussi on during our June 2020 council neeting,
and we've received sone initial feedback froma
council nmenber. Next slide, please? And we cane
up with a path forward for how we are going to
handl e this task, which was to get sone gui ded
public conment and we traded a google formto
collect this public comment and we used our
Sout heast Fishery tool to do that. W asked two
mai n questions. W also asked the individual to
identify their association with the fishery. W
asked the question, are there any current
regul ati ons that may be outdated or unnecessarily
(inaudi ble)? And we asked themto explain why.
Are there any other changes to council gui dance,
docunents, or procedures that could alleviate
barriers to donestic fishing? And explain the
| ssue and suggest any renedy to the problem The
next slide, please?

So we received 93 comments and because
respondents were not limted to a single
association, you'll see that the dinple size is

different there for that and you can see the
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categories of respondents that we received. This
may not seemlike a |lot of comments received, but
it's actually five pages of comments that the

council is going to have to go through next week

and give us feedback on. Show the next slide,

pl ease.

So our Septenber council neeting i s next
week. Staff wll present the sunmarized public
I nput and the council should -- is planning to

give us initial suggestions of |ive feedback,
al t hough while continue to receive public
comments, and in Cctober, we'll discuss and try to
finalize these and ask the council to prioritize
them W wll use the Excel spreadsheet that you
provided, and we'll submt the letter. And we
have very little tinme because our Cctober council
neeting is the | ast week in Cctober, so we'll be
turning that around quickly to neet the Novenber
2nd deadline. So, that concludes ny report.
Thank you.

MR. CHAI RVAN:  Thank you, Karen. Nice

pictures. Comng up next, we have the Cari bbean
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Counci | .

QUESTIONER: Hello, this is Marcos
Sherma (phonetic) fromthe Cari bbean. And the EO
section 4, we are collecting the -- all the inputs

fromthe advisory board that are connected to our

council. Tonorrow, we have a council neeting
which will advance those issues and foll ow up
after that, we'll create the (inaudible) to send

to Chris as soon as it's ready. W are at the end
of our process. Thank you.

MR. CHAI RVAN: Thank you, Marcos.

Paci fic, we have the Pacific Council already done.
North Pacific Council.

QUESTIONER: This is Dave Wt heral
(phonetic). Qur council will nake a decision on
that prioritized list at its Cctober neeting. |
hope we can get a chance to cone back wth
questions because | have a nunber of them

MR. CHAI RVAN. Ckay, very good. Last,
but certainly not |east, Wstern Pacific Council?

QUESTI ONER:  Thank you, M. Chair. |I'm

Kelly. So, we've gone through neetings with all
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of our advisors in the public and we've been
working on this for several nonths. And the
council did vote | ast week on recomendations to
send. | amjust presenting a few of them here,
just exanples, but | wll nostly be speaking to

cl osures, consultations, and international

negoti ations, all of which are huge burdens to us
out here. So, (inaudible) says the Assistant
Adm ni strator for Fisheries, and as you wll see
fromour exanples we have. So, these presidenti al
EGCs need not have any traction if the president is
not reelected. But it has given us in this region
the opportunity to publicly discuss what works and
doesn't work in our region.

This region has four fisheries to
manage, Hawaii |law line, mainly for reaching
guotas, OC, WC, PFC, and the | ATTCE. (i naudi bl e)
whi ch delivered to help (inaudible). The U S
Perceived fishery, which delivers (inaudible), and
the bond fish fisheries in Hawaii and the
territories. Qur tuna fisheries are healthy. A

ot of fish is in their current condition because
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of chronic issues with data collection that should
have been resol ved years ago by NMFS. The counci l
has spent mllions of dollars working wth and
around NMFS prograns. W need to go fishing. W
can't go fishing in our regi on because of
regul ations i nposed on us fromthe Wite House
down to the NMFS region.

More than 50 percent of the entire U. S.
EEC is closed to fishing in our region. Long line
fishing is prohibited in 70 percent of the EEC
For three years in a row, our boats were tied up
for as | ong as 65 days because of admnistrative
processing. Delayed consultations have resulted
in losing US markets. Qur swordfish fishery
provi des 50 percent of U S. donestic swordfish
concealed in the continental U S Qur markets on
t he East Coast have had to source foreign markets
| i ke Brazil where swordfish is over-fished,
Ecuador where they are experiencing over-fishing.
Seasons have been closed. This year, our pelagic
FEP event at TAM which woul d have hel ped ease

restrictions on the swordfish fishery, took effect
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as if approved in April because the final rule
wasn't ready for publication.

The final rule was published on
Septenber 17th, five nonths later. RPMs are not
reasonabl e or prudent in this fishery with the
no-j eopardy determnation. In the 16 years that
this swordfish fishery has been in effect wwth 100
percent observer coverage, only two nortalities
have been observed in these 16 years. |In recent
years, three reap seasons have been m ssed because
of del ayed consultations and adm ni strative
processi ng.

U.S. negotiations in the Western and
Central Pacific Comm ssion have failed to increase
our bigeye quota, currently 3554 netric tons.
Japan's quota is 17,765 nmetric tons, but they are
all have used 11,607 netric tons, of which they
transferred 500 netric tons to China. China |ost
a facility for charter agreenents with small
I sl and devel opnent states |like our territories who
do not have cap status and use the fisheries to

further spread Chinese influence. |[In negotiations
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with the Conpact of Free Associations and ot her
countries who are nenbers of this comm ssion, the
United States needs to negotiate neasures so that
t hese nenbers support the U S in this RMFO CFA
provides up to 150 mllion dollars annually to the
former trust territories. Billions of dollars are
al so given as aid to countries who are nenbers of
this comm ssion and the total aid is 1.6 billion
dollars fromthe United States. So, hey, | nean,
how difficult is it to negotiate 3000 nore netric
tons of bigeye quota for this fishery?

So, what we plan to do in our letter
wWith corments is to ask headquarters to neet with
us and the region to lift these burdens from our
regions. So, thank you very nmuch fromthe Wstern
Paci fic.

MR. CHAI RVAN:  Thank you, Jenny. Very
t horough. W' re going to go back down through the
| ist of the various councils. |If you have any
guestions, you'll get an opportunity to ask them
So for this co-ed period, question period, we're

going to start off with New England Council. Dd
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you have any questions about anybody's
presentation on this issue?

QUESTIONER: | don't have any questions
fromthe Western Pacific's presentation, but | --
but | do have a couple of questions. The main
gquestion really for Kelly or for the agency. The
regul atory issues that we submt wll potentially
go on the unified regul atory agenda. Wat happens
and how are the others that we submt going to be
tracked? The -- you know, the broadband issues,
sone of which may not apply to the agency at all?

M5. DENIT: Yes, that's a great
guestion, Tom that we are still sorting through.
Gobvi ously, the EEO and the | anguage in there is
pretty specific to Secretary of Comrerce and all
of the actions under our purview. So allowne to
t hi nk through how -- how what we do with
suggestions that go beyond either regul atory
actions within the agency, or well into other
agenci es per the comments (inaudible).

QUESTI ONER:  Thank you, Kelly. | don't

have any questions, M. Chair, but ny Chair and
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1 Vice Chair mght.

2 QUESTI ONER: | have no questi ons.

3 QUESTI ONER.  Neither do |I.

4 MR. CHAI RVMAN:  Thank you, New Engl and

5 Council. Just to clarify, this coment period and

6 guestion period is for all presentations and al so

7 to Kelly, soit's for the entire section here.

8 Coming up is Md-Atlantic Council. Any

9 questi ons/ conment s?

10 QUESTI ONER:  Yes, thank you, M. Chair.
11 We do have a couple of questions and I'll turn to
12 Mke first. M ke?

13 QUESTI ONER:  Yes, thanks Chris. Thanks,
14 John. Yes, | have a question for Kelly. It cane
15 up at our executive commttee that | referenced
16 earlier this week. W had a discussion regarding
17 the list that we're generating in this exercise
18 and the setting of that |ist and the priority

19 setting. You know, let's say we have 15 itens on
20 the list and we -- are we -- can you give nme sone
21 t houghts Kelly, about how the service is going to
22 view that list, whether or not it would be ideal
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to prioritize the list or not? It would probably
take sonme tine to really work through the details
I n engaging those as a priority from1l1l to 10 or
12, whatever the nunber m ght be, and we were

| ooki ng for sone thoughts about how you all m ght
take that with you know, whether they're
prioritized or not.

M5. DENIT: Sure, thanks Mke. So, |
woul d recommend that you do send us sone |evel or
prioritization. The reason for that being that of
course all of this is still going to have to get
fed into workload, which you guys |I'm sure as part
of your conversations at your respective councils,
as well as for the agency. So even if you don't
end up with a 1 through 15, if you've got a high,
medi um | ow ki nd of bucket approach or sonething
| i ke that woul d be hel pful for us as we're then
sorting through all of the input that we're going
to get from everyone.

QUESTI ONER:  Doubl e t hanks, appreciate

MR. CHAI RVAN:  Anything else fromthe
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Md-Atlantic?

QUESTI ONER: | have one additi onal
guestion, John. Thank you. Thanks, M. Chair.
Kelly, how is the agency handling (inaudible)? I
know t hat you referenced to councils, but I would
t hi nk that you know, there's things associ ated
with agencies that you m ght want to think about
as well, right?

M5. DENIT: Yes. Yes, absolutely Chris.
So we solicited input fromour HVS advi sory panel
at our neeting that we just had two weeks ago and
we Wi Il continue to seek their input here up until
the deadline and any priority actions that are
I dentified based on that input in our review of it
will be included in the Iist.

QUESTI ONER:  Just a follow up, M.
Chairman, sorry. Is it a possibility we could see
that |ist before you guys conpile everything? The
reason |'m asking is because we have -- we have
sonme HMS concerns in the NOAA, right? So you'll
see sone HMS issues that appear on our list. But

|'"mjust curious as to whether this would be
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over | apped as one of the things that you guys are
proposing or yes, just if we could see sonething.
M5. DENIT: Yes, sure Chris. W can
definitely nmake sure that we stay in touch as
we're getting the input fromthe md and what we
get fromHVS. W could certainly, if there is
overlap, we're going to want to tal k about do we

conbi ne that or how that | ooks or all that.

Per f ect .

QUESTI ONER:  Perfect. Thank you.

MR. CHAI RVAN: Thank you, Md-Atlantic.
Sout h- Atlantic Council, you're on.

QUESTI ONER:  Yes, thank you. | also
have sone questions along the |ines of the others
just about what are the next steps with this. So
we've prioritized ours and then we'll go over, |

presune nationw de putting these into a

spreadsheet. |s that spreadsheet in its entirety
going to be sonething that we can see, we'll see
once everybody's are in there? | think as Chris

and I wll try to have the other priorities

ranked, as M ke nentioned, you know, you're going
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to have to deal wth barriers across all the
councils as well as each individual council.
Those are -- you're going to think everybody's
nunber one to have you know, eight nunber ones,
and then there's a plan to you know, the -- for
what it was, we -- we had six nonths to get you a
list and then six nonths to get things initiated,
so | assune they'll be reporting back out about
what is initiated and what is -- what is not being
initiated. And if there are things the agency
decided it's not going to pursue or it's not
appropriate, will we be told about that? You
know, the main questions conmng fromour council
Is really just -- okay, we did our part, now what?
M5. DENIT: Al great questions, John,
which | don't have the answer to all of them |
will tell you that | think our first step right
now wi || be of course getting everyone's input and
getting it conpiled and then seeing what -- what
we've got. As we've already heard fromthe
presentations today, it sounds like it's going to

be pretty wide ranging. Sone of it sounds like it
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will definitely be in sort of the regulatory
bucket, which would then fall in the paragraphs of
the EOin ternms of the unified agenda and those
processes which will involve the councils. Ohers
are likely to fall into kind of other buckets and
potentially other processes. So right now | think
all I can tell youis that we will conpile the
information. | have no doubt that it wll involve
addi tional consultations with each of the councils
I nto your regional adm nistrators as we're worKking
t hrough again, that workl oad question and what --
what it really looks |ike and what is going to be
feasible in our -- our current world to process
and get through in the tinelines that are
established in the EO That's the best |I can do
right now, but certainly we'll keep you guys up to
date and as we flush things out nore, I'll nake
sure that we're communicating that to you all.

QUESTI ONER:  That sounds great. Thanks.
Those are the only questions.

MR. CHAI RVAN: Thank you, South

Atlantic. Mwving on to the Gulf Council.
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QUESTI ONER:  Go ahead Carri e.

QUESTI ONER:  Ckay, this is Tom Frazier.
So actually | have a question for M ke Leesey
(phonetic). | nmean with regard to reducing
regul atory burden, you nade reference to sone
recreational exanples, | guess, and | just
wondered if you would be so kind as perhaps to --
to share sone of those wth us.

MR. LEESEY: [|'m happy to, Tom And so
one of the things that we've been working on here
in the md, we're calling it our recreational
reforminitiative. Excuse ne. This initiative is
-- is a creative way of -- of working through
(inaudible) to try to find sone stability, add
sone flexibility, and work to allow access to the
resource in ways that we have not been able to do
before, given the constraints of our recreational
harvest limts and how we manage through those
harvest limts based on projections fromthe
previous years, information to (inaudible). And
so for the |ast couple of years, the United States

Fi sheries Conm ssion along with our council have
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actively been working on this initiative and its
priorities were us in the md as well as it's been
very heavily supported by the Atlantic States
Di vi sion over the devel opnent. Now, it hasn't
been formally -- managenent actually hasn't
formally been initiated to this point; however, it
wll come up at our -- our council neeting for a
neeting jointly with the conm ssion in tw weeks,
the first week of Cctober.

So it's an idea. That's basically what
It is. But there are -- there are issues with the
I dea and how it fits, syncs up wth the Magnuson
Act and the rules that we have to follow there.
So, we wanted to put it as a -- as a high priority
or sonething to consider because the recreational
communi ty has been begging for sonething |ike
this. So that's one exanple. 1'mlooking here to
see if there's another exanple on ny |ist about
it. | believe there was the other exanple
regarding ny regional districts, how they do with
t he Moderni zi ng Recreational Fisheries Act and

their request would be to eval uate Nati onal
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Standard | guidelines relative to the object about
clarification or the flexibility the councils have
I npl enenting alternative recreational nmanagenent.
You know, the two things that cane up at the
executive commttee in this case kind of --
they're paired together. One is sone information
about how we can be nore creative and nore
fl exi bl e based on the -- the Mderni zi ng
Recreational Fisheries Act and then this
recreational reforminitiative wll be kind of the
foll ow up neasure and follow up action to that.
So those are the two things that -- that were
hi ghl i ghted by our executive commttee and we'l |l
see where the council decides to go. Hopefully,
t hat hel ped to answer your questi on.

QUESTI ONER:  That's super hel pful. So
t hat neans that you have in two weeks from now,
wll there be sone type of reading nmaterials or
prelimnary types of materials that you m ght be
able to share, and | can access fromyour site to
| ook at?

MR. LEESEY: Absolutely. Yes, reading
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materials. Chris knows better than I do. They
usual ly get themout very soon if they're not
al ready available. You can access themthrough
our website. You can go to our agenda for that
neeting and | believe it's on the Cctober 7, is
when our neeting is going to be held. WMaterials
wll be available for review and you can certainly
-- It's a webinar-based thing so you're welcone to
join us in this conversation.

QUESTIONER: Great. |1'd appreciate
that. Thanks.

MR. CHAI RVAN:  Thank you, Tom M ke.
Tom is there anything else fromthe Gulf Council?

QUESTIONER: |'Ill defer to Carrie or
Dal e. Not for ne.

MR. CHAIRVAN: Hearing that, we'll head
to the Caribbean Council.

QUESTI ONER: Hell o, and we don't have
any questions. Thank you.

MR. CHAI RVAN:  Thank you. Pacific
Counci | ?

QUESTI ONER:  No further questions,
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t hanks.

MR. CHAIRVAN:  North Pacific Council?

QUESTI ONER: Thank you. Bear with ne.
| have a few questions for Ms. Denit. First, on
t he scope of the recommendati ons, you've heard
froma few councils that they're sending you
recommendations relative to recreational
fisheries. | guess the way | read the rules, it
I's | ooking nore towards increasing production from
comercial fisheries. So | just wanted to a yes
or no relative to that question. Are recreational
fisheries' actions included in the prioritized
list?

M5. DENIT: Yes.

QUESTI ONER: Ckay. Again, on the scope
of the recommendati ons, would this include the
act, any actions to increase the val ue of
fisheries? O to increase the U S.
Conpetitiveness and seaf ood production?

M5. DENIT: Yes, Dave. | think that,
that would be fair gane as well. Sonme of that

m ght overlap a little bit with sonme of the
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actions in the other aspects of the executive
order, but certainly I would encourage you to err
on the side of including it and then we can work

t hrough where it m ght best need to end up going
If it's not you know, staying in the bucket of the
section 4 aspects.

QUESTI ONER:  Ckay. And I'mjust kind of
curious, if there's a change in adm nistration,
what happens to the unified regul atory agenda?
Does it go away and start all over with a new
admnistration, or is it carried over?

M5. DENIT: So it carries forward, Dave.
It's updated two tinmes a year regardl ess of
adm nistration. So that process would continue.

If there are actions that are identified here,
those all regul atory agenda tinefrane, those woul d
carry forward and we woul d revi ew now again in the
spring just like we currently do now.

QUESTI ONER: Ckay. Looki ng ahead, |
t hi nk you nentioned that you know by May 6, the
counci|l is supposed to provide a proposal to

initiate each action. And given the really broad
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scope of actions that are being discussed, a |ot
of these do not count as authority to nake any
changes due. How do we wite that up? How do we
wite this proposal to initiate an action for
exanple to increase funding for electronic

| aunderi ng?

M5. DENIT: So | think that in that
case, you know, your description is obviously not
going to be related to a regulatory action at the
council. So I think we would be | ooking for you
to descri be what you see as the needed actions and
how you woul d suggest the agency address your
specific issues that you're finding. So to
continue with the EM exanple, it's sone concern
that there needs to be nore funding invested in
the electronic nonitoring, then what it is that
you suggest the agency do? Is it we're reducing
funding in sone other areas? |Is it that we shoul d
be tal king with Congress to work through the
admnistration to see the funding increase in the
area? Wiat is it that you would suggest that the

agency do to address that specific issue that
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you're flagging? Did | help clarify that?

QUESTI ONER:  Yes. Thank you. | don't
have any additional questions. | do |like the idea
of being able to share these across the council,
SO we see -- but we've all put in the mx. Thank
you.

MR. CHAI RVAN:  Thank you, North Pacifi c.
Finally, cone to Western Pacific. Are there any
guestions, Kitty?

QUESTIONER:  No, | have no further
questions nor remarks, and we will certainly put
our recomrendati ons up on the CCC website.

MR. CHAI RVAN.  Ckay.

QUESTI ONER:  Hey John, this is Ed.

MR, CHAI RVAN:  Yes.

QUESTIONER: Vice Chair, Hawaii. First
of all I want to reiterate support for our
executive director, Kitty Sinon's remarks. | hope

you were all able to feel her passion and her
frustration. M comment is looking to the future
alittle bit, and we heard yesterday about a draft

| egislation. Let ne see if | can get the wording
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right, to prohibit any distractive or destructive
human activity and m nim ze inpact of human
activity on 30 percent of the ocean of the United
States jurisdiction by 2030. So you know, | nean,
we're already, we have 60 percent of our EEC taken
away. | nmean, we're unable to fish, so you know,
Is this tal king about 30 percent nore? | nean,
conme on. This stuff that's getting heaped upon us
IS just getting to be ridiculous, so that's ny
coment. Thank you.

MR. CHAI RVAN: Thank you, Ed. Ckay,
we' ve heard basically an overview of each of the
councils in addressing this issue. 1'd like to
specifically ask Chris and Samto weigh in. If
y'all have any questions, comments, that you would
|i ke to make on what you've just heard over the
| ast 30 m nutes, would Chris or Sam could you --

woul d you m nd adding to the di scussion here?

QUESTIONER: Chris here. |'mnot sure,
John, | have anything to add to the discussion.
It was a good discussion. | appreciated

everything | heard. The only coment | guess was
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Dave's question, and maybe it was just the very
specific exanple that he used and that when we
tal k about a regul atory agenda, the kind of
exanple he used didn't really fit well wthin the
-- it's not a regular action if you wll. [It's

certainly along the lines of a request councils

often make. So | didn't -- his answer was as good

as | could have given, but 1'll (inaudible).
QUESTIONER: | don't have anything

specifically to add. | do |l ook forward to seeing

the results that cone up within both Chris and
Kelly and | think the councils recognize. There
will be two bl ocks of these. There will be a
nunmber of actions squarely within the executive
order to what the executive order asks for. W]l
put themon the unified agenda if we think that
they neet that criteria. W'IlIl follow objectives
accordingly. And all those in council have sone
responsibility as well for taking their portions
of the action and getting that stuff initiated.
What's in there is the other half of it or you

know, half or nore than half that | eaves the w de
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neck request that Chris initially put out there
for things that we could [ ook at that m ght not
fall within that regulatory category. W wll
figure out howto look into them address them
"' mnot saying that we will agree wwth them And
it's helpful for us to know so we can engage in a
speci al view about those things. They're just
going to be on a different list. They will go

t hrough the unified agenda because they're not
that kind of regulatory thing, but there are
things to ask for. W did want to hear fromyou
about this. |It's good to know what you think the
opportunities are, what the chall enges are, and so
we wll let those go. None of this is dropped by
t he wayside, but they'll be in a different I|ink.
That's all.

MR. CHARI MAN:  Thank you, Sam Thank
you, Chris, appreciate it. W've got a break
headi ng up and but before we go on a break, |
wanted to announce we have a public comment period
between -- 15-m nute public comment period between

4.:30 and 4:45 p.m eastern standard tine. Wth
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that, why don't we go ahead and break for 15
mnutes. It's 5:30 in the norning at the
Marianas. Wiatever tine it is where you are, why
don't you cone back in 15 mnutes and we'll see
you then. Ckay?

( Recess)

MR. CHAI RVAN: Ckay, we got everybody
present now W're going to goto -- we're at
agenda itemdealing with CCC commttees. A we
have el ectronic nonitoring. Chuck, it's yours.

MR. TRACY: Thanks, M. Chairman. Not
really a | ot of substance here. W established or
reestablished the electronic nonitoring conmttee
in May of 2019. The initial thoughts in
reestablishing the conmttee was that there were
sone things that were the sort of national |evel,
one of them being the procedural directive on data
retention, which NVFS did finalize, and the other
was the possible interest in establishing a
program|li ke the North Pacific Cbserver Funds that
utilizes industry contributions to pay for the

Qbserver or electronic nonitoring in the North
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Pacific, which is specific to that region, so
there was sone interest in possibly establishing
sonething like that for all of the regional
councils if they desired. So that was kind of the
reason we started the commttee a year and a half
ago. We did draft a report on the procedural
directive, data retention, in Novenber of |ast
year.

The interest in the funding issue is
sort of -- has certainly waned in our region and
so |'mnot sensing urgency on that issue, and so
the commttee has not net since then. There seens
to be no national |evel issues that sort of rose
to the | evel of having that need to make
recommendations to either the CCC. So that's kind
of where we're at right now so | guess the first
guestion is you know, do we foresee any need for
national |evel issues to be brought before the CCC
noving forward. So do you see a need for the
commttee to neet over the course of the next --
prior to the next CCC neeting in May? | don't

know if there's any interest in hearing about
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what's going on in each particular region
regarding electronic nonitoring. |I'd be happy to
give a quick overview of a specific region if
there's sone interest in that, but maybe I'l| just
| eave those two questions out there. |Is there any
need for the commttee to neet in the interim

bet ween now and the next CCC neeting and do we
want to have a round about what's going on in the
region or is that really not necessary for our
neeting here today?

MR. CHAI RMAN:  Per haps we can go down
the list and get comments on your questions you
posed to get sone opinions and at the end of the
di scussi on we coul d probably hopefully have your
guestions answered. W'I|l start off with -- New
Engl and Council, do you have any suggesti ons,
coments, questions?

QUESTI ONER: Just very quickly, |'m not
sure | see a need for any workgroup neeting before
the next CCC neeting. In New England, we have a
coupl e of EMEFPs goi ng on, several different

fisheries, they're still in developnent. W are
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not using it actively in any fishery routinely
ri ght now.

MR. CHAI RVAN. Thank you. Md-Atlantic?

QUESTI ONER:  Thank you, M. Chair. |
wll say the sanme thing that Tomjust said. EM
isn't sonmething that we're directly involved wth,
certainly not as nmuch as the fol ks on West Coast
and | don't see a need for a neeting before our
next CCC neeti ng.

MR. CHAI RVAN:  South Atlantic?

QUESTI ONER: The sane situation here. |
agree wwth Chris and Tom

MR. CHAIRVAN. @l f Council?

QUESTI ONER: W concur.

MR. CHAI RVAN:  Cari bbean?

QUESTI ONER:  Sane.

MR. CHAI RMAN:  Pacific Council ?

QUESTIONER: | agree. | don't see any
national |evel issues at this tine.

MR. CHAIRVAN:  North Pacific Council?

QUESTI ONER: (i naudi bl e) may have a

comment .
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QUESTI ONER: Thanks Dan. Thanks John.
This is Bill Tw ght (phonetic). Mybe there's
just a need then for a western, the three western
councils to chat because we're still increasing
and aggressively increasing our use of the -- and
what we just heard fromthemis that actually
they're really supportive at this point for a new
reason and that is they're hearing that we may
have difficulty getting inland servers given the
| ength of sone of the deploynents we saw | ast year
due to COVID and they're quite worried about human
retention and | don't know that given the several
of the observer conpanies as well as the EM
providers, there may be sort of an observer
availability EMissue that's really growi ng on the
West Coast, so we may want to tal k about | ust
t hose three councils. It sounds like there aren't
any national level issues so | think I mght just
suggest that the three councils get together and
see if a conversation between the three of us is
producti ve.

MR. CHAI RVAN:  Thank you for that.
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We'll go to Western Pacific, Kitty, did you want
to weigh in? W do have the Western Pacific
Council is concern about perhaps procedural
directive on data storage given that the cost is
$250,000. |I'msorry?

QUESTI ONER:  Fi ni sh what you were goi ng
to say because | was tal king at the sane tine.
Sorry.

MR. CHAI RVAN: Ckay. Data storage is
going to run about $250,000 a year for the fishery
on the just the data storage alone. The anount of
EM footage relative to the volune attached is
di sproportionate. In terns of the high vol une
fisheries, | wanted -- | think we'll let Kitty
weigh in after that, just a brief statenent.

QUESTIONER: R ght. | just wanted to
say that we agree with Bill that we're happy to
get together with the other two councils sone tine
over the next several nonths. And FSis going to
be installing a new system EM systemin sone of
our boats this fall, and you know, in conversation

with the Fishery, it's still weighed. And as you
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poi nted out, the cost is pretty high. So they're
-- they've been wei ghing out the guess of cost of
the (inaudible), which is (inaudible) in actual

fishery service. Thanks.

MR. CHAI RVAN: Got you, Katie. Any comments

fromour (inaudible ) partners? (inaudible) Ckay,

hearing none, | guess we'll be neeting a little bit

i nformal | y about these issues. Let's go to agenda

I tem B, conmuni cations, Sylvia Spaul di ng.

M5. SPAULDI NG Yes, good norning. [|I'm

going to be giving a report on the comuni cati ons,
t he Counsel of Conmunications Goup since the My
neeting. Next slide. So, (inaudible), travel
bands, work at honme orders, and other requirenents
related to COVID 19 has had a substantial inpact
on the communication activities of the
(inaudible). Wth the abolishnent of nost
fact-to-face neetings, closure of nbst counsel
of fices has severe redenption at many fisheries.
The counsels have had to find i nnovative ways to
hol d neeti ngs, conduct elections, fill advisory

posi tions, and communi cate with stakehol ders.
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These sol utions included increased enphasis on
virtual neetings, social nedia, and other

el ectroni c conmmuni cati ons. The devel opnent of new
training material, updating a website, and
escal at ed (i naudi bl e) of counsel nenbers,

advi sors, and stakehol ders.

Sol'd like to go over what each counsel
has done, just touch on sone of the bios they have
done. Next slide. So for the Caribbean counsel,
they converted their newsletter to a digital
format and their incom ng phone calls transfer to
staff cell phones. And they are updating their
websites on how to participate in virtual neetings
and using sinultaneous interpretation services.

Wth the Gulf of Mexico, they're using
prof essi onal videos, extended outreach neetings to
i nformtheir stakehol ders about for-hire state new
reporting requirenments, and they also solicited
ot her coments about the inpacts of COVID-19 on
their fisheries and they are considering
managenent neasures to alleviate those inpacts.

Next slide. Josh, thanks.
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For the Md Atlantic Counsel, they've
I ncreased their webinars, including holding public
heari ngs and an extra one day counsel neeting for
their mackerel, squid, and other fish in 50
anendnent. They devel oped a webi nar participation
gui de, designated staff to travel shoot during
neet i ngs, and devel oped pre-neeting training
sessions. And to hold their officer elections,
they investigated different ways to do that and
settled on survey (inaudible).

For the New Engl and Counsel, they held
public hearings on inportant ground fish and
scal l op and (i naudi ble) by webinar and they al so
hel d one in-person neeting at the recommendati on
of their counsel nenbers and stakeholders. It was
hel d under a large tent and it took a | ot of
effort, tinme, and expense to do so. And you can
see a photo of that there on the slide. They also
engaged i n stakehol der training joining and
tal king on webi nars. They devel oped a renote
participation guide and a hel p desk, and they

| ssued additional press rel eases, counsel
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round-ups, and targeted emails to keep their
st akehol ders and counsel advi sors and nenbers in
t he | oop.

For the North Pacific Counsel, they held
mul tiple practice sessions for counsel nenbers and
presenters before each neeting. They devel oped
participation guides, connection instructions,

t hey enhanced their e-agenda and their thinking in
the future of broadcasting their neetings via
YouTube. They're also considering swtching their
virtual neeting programto Zoomor Ring Central as
limted bandw dth with platforns that are not
video optim zed can result in frozen screens,
significant lag tinmes, and overall poor

per f or mance.

For the Pacific Counsel, they devel oped
a wor ker bal ance so that (inaudible) prohibited
fromusing Zoomor R ng Central could participate
in their virtual neetings. They are now
broadcasti ng their counsel neetings via YouTube
for easier public and general access. They held

mul tiple practice sessions for counsel nenbers,

Ander son Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- www. ander sonreporting. net



9/ 24/ 20 NOAA Fi sheries Council Coordination Comrittee Page:

108

1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

advi sory body nenbers, and presenters before each
neeti ng, and they have YouTube vi deos on how to
participate in virtual neetings.

For the South Atlantic Counsel, they
devel oped an instructional PowerPoint on howto
use Go To Webinar. They had counsel nenber and
staff pre-neeting practice sessions. They
devel oped an in house caucus agenda which outlines
the specific staff responsibilities during the
webi nar. They devel oped a COVI D- 19 webpage -- go
back -- devel oped a COVI D-19 webpage with
I nformati on and resources. They dedicated their
spring issue of their newsletter to COVID 19
| npacts on data coll ection, counsel operations,
and i ndivi dual advisory panel nenbers, and they
have del ayed their advisory panel open seat
appoi ntnents (inaudible) to the hardships of their
fishery community, as you can see on that photo
page. Just hold it for a second, Josh. That's
the (inaudi ble) pier there for charter boats, and
normally it would be filtering this nunber and

it's because that auto-in would only allow the
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residents to cone to it. Ckay, next slide.

Ckay, for the Western Pacific Counsel,
we didn't only swtch for nmaking protocols for the
counsel chair nenbers and staff. W put -- we
devel oped a single link in our federal registrar,
newspaper ads, counsel website, neeting agendas,
our social nedia so that advisory panel nenbers
and others, nenbers of the public can just click
one |ink and get right signed onto the neeting.
We did a virtual fishers forum W hold these
with our counsel neetings. W held it virtually
this tinme and it included a public (inaudible).
We also held a virtual international workshop on
area based nanagenent for blue water fisheries
W th people participating throughout the world.
We devel oped a COVI D- 19 webpage with information
and resources, which we update. And then our
spring and sumrer newsletters pertaining to
COVID 19 inpacts to our fisheries.

So just to go here, this last slide here
Is just the various platforns that the counsels

are using to hold their virtual neetings. There's
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nine different platforns and these platforns are
not sonetines where you just use one platform

For sone of these platforns, you al so have to have
mul ti ple things going on. You know, |ike you

m ght have to go to YouTube to see their virtual
and you mght need to call in on a chat thing if
you want to tal k because you can't raise your

hand. You know, so there's a lot of intricacies
on sone of these platforns.

Now, not on the PowerPoint slide but in
the briefing material, | also have an attachnment
that outlines all the materials that the
e-counsel s have devel oped by topic area such as
what we have done for virtual neetings as far as
wor kshops, you know, and then what we have done as
far as outdoor in-person public hearings, the
protocols that we devel oped, webpages and thi ngs
like that. So | pull your attention to that
because there are a lot of things that our nenbers
of our communi cations group could tal k about,
about the pros and cons of each of these platforns

I n case any of the counsels mght want to change
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what they're doing or find better ways of doing
things. And also since the last tine we net was
in 2018 in May, assessnents, there's other topics
to that, that our group has discussed. The
adm ni stration nay or may not change but | heard
that the Congress will change, so we mght want to
do outreach on that level. And also our group
al ways wanted to do nore outreach di scussion on
our community outreach to be able to discuss how
each one of us handl e that and al so how we handl e
our outreach on data collection and on (i naudi bl e)
support to both counsels. Thank you very nuch.

MR. CHAI RVAN:  Thank you, Sylvia. |
appreciate that review W'Il go down the |ist
and see if there's any comments or questions. New
Engl and Counsel ?

QUESTIONER: | have no coments or
questi ons.

MR. CHAIRVAN:. M d-Atlantic?

QUESTI ONER: Thank you, M. Chair. No
coments or questions at this point.

MR. CHAI RVAN:  South Atlantic?
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QUESTI ONER:  Presently no questi ons.

MR. CHAI RVAN: @ul f Coast Council ?

QUESTI ONER:  No questions, but thank you
for putting that presentation together. It was
very good. Thank you.

MR. CHAI RVAN:  Cari bbean Council ?

QUESTI ONER:  No comments, thank you.

MR. CHAI RMAN:.  Pacific Council ?

QUESTI ONER:  No comments.

MR. CHAIRVAN:  North Pacific Council?

QUESTI ONER:  No comments or questions.
Thank you.

MR. CHAI RVAN:  And Western Pacific
Counci | ?

QUESTI ONER:  Thank you, Syl vi a.

SPEAKER: Thank you, Syl vi a.

MR CHAI RVAN.  Qur next partners, any
comments or questions? Hearing none. Thank you,
Sylvia. Appreciate it. W have a public comrent
period comng up next and we're trying to find out
whet her we can do the public comment period early

or we're going to have to wait until 4:30.
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Perhaps it m ght be appropriate if we could nmaybe
take a break and at the same tine, the EDs can
review the reconmmendations basically public
comment and then the CCC convene for
recommendations. Let's take a break for 15

m nutes and we'll come back and do public comment
and hopefully the EDs and finalize the
recomendat i ons.

QUESTIONER:  So, M. Chair, is there any
advice for fishery service about this? Should we
wait until a time that it's listed in the federal
registry or should we go ahead?

MR. CHAI RVAN:  What do you recomrend?

QUESTIONER: Hi, this is Stephanie Hunt.
| noted in the chat wi ndow that the FR noted that
we may switch the order up sessions, so | think we
shoul d be able to switch the public coment
peri od.

MR. CHAI RVAN. Ckay, so we can go ahead
and nove forward with the public coment period
now. GCkay, let's go ahead and do that. It |ooks

| i ke we do have sonebody. |'mgoing to ask
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Ni chol as Pieper to -- the person wanted to nmake a
public comment and if | could please -- the
person, the people making public comments, if you
coul d pl ease state your nane and the organi zati on
that you represent and try to keep your comment to
about three m nutes and N chol as, can you connect
them unnute thenf

MR. PIEPER Yes. The first person we
have i s John Cooper, unnuting now.

MR. COOPER: My nane is Captain John
Cooper and | wanted to enphasi ze and bring
awar eness to the major shark inbal ance in ny
region which is South Florida. Fromthe
spearfishing perspective, the last 10 years have
been unequi vocal | y unsafe and even the nost
experienced diver in this region wll tell you
that you just can't |let your guard down for a
mnute. This liability has made spearfishing
charters significantly less viable. As far as rod
and reel fishing is concerned, the recent fishery
adj ust nents such as flu seasons, increased size

limts and I ower bag |imts, appear to be working
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wel | and are very commendable. But all of this
positive mtigation seens to be severely inpacted
when the odds of actually |anding a whol e snapper
or grouper is only approximtely 30 percent, not
to nmention how many fish -- how many rel eased fish
that didn't make the size |imt fall prey to

shar ks through their fatigue.

Back to the spearfishing if I may, the
nunber of shark bites have significantly increased
I n recent years and nost incidences never reach
the nedia or even public ears in general. | was
personally bit by a shark 11 years ago in 2009 and
spent 10 days in a trauma hospital. Wat |
t hought then was sinply bad luck turned out to be
the early stages of an unfortunate trend in our
region that appears to be spiraling out of
control. In closing, the sport of free diving and
spearfishing is grow ng daily and the younger
generations and the |ocal dive shops clearly can't
keep enough gear on the shelves. Just |ast week
there were three separate shark attacks in the

Keys. Therefore, the tine to act in ny opinion,
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1 Is now with energency actions before it's one of
2 our own children on the news with a life-altering
3 I njury or worse. Thank you for your tine and
4 opportunity to chinme in on this subject.

5 MR. CHAI RVAN: Thank you Captai n Cooper
6 for those coments. Nicholas, do you have any

7 ot her public coments?

8 MR. PIEPER  Yes, let me unnute it a

9 second agai n.

10 QUESTI ONER:  Hell o, can you hear ne?

11 MR. PIEPER  Yes, we can.

12 QUESTI ONER:  Yes, thank you for this

13 opportunity. M nane is Clay Tai (phonetic), I'm
14 a research coordinator. Also, | amthe Chair of
15 the West Pacific Fishery Council Advisory Panel.
16 The issues raised with the priorities in response
17 to EO 13921 Anerican Seafood, we have hurdles to
18 overcone and our fisheries have | ack of data.

19 Exanpl e, Anericans have prioritized fisheries and
20 | ack cl osure nmonunents. Many hurdles for us out
21 here are specific to deal with that we're only

22 surviving out here and when you | ook at the
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overall quota for the U S., they're only taking 6
percent of the contribution and | think it's very
small to the global |andings here in the Pacific.
It is quite a surnountable task that we have to
deal wth. There are currently sone contracted to
do the whol e anti body fish survey. W' ve been

I nvolved in this since its conception in 2010.

The fisheries have brought fisherman together just
shari ng knowl edge and under st andi ng and one of our
nost inportant cultural and traditional rich
resources in the islands. W're wanting to see
the true stakeholders of this fishery becone
agreeing to the nanagenent of this resource and |
say that not only that the fishernman have

hi ghl i ghted fisherman that have participated in a
survey, but also they have participated in

anal ysis, review, workshops and data review. Mich
of that time these fisherman have partici pated on
their own tine and dine, and you may ask why?
Wel |, because it's killing fish and it's deeply
rooted in our tradition and culture in the

I slands,, and respect to this represents a

Ander son Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- www. ander sonreporting. net



9/ 24/ 20 NOAA Fi sheries Council Coordination Comrittee Page:

118

1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

sust enance of our islands and who we are as
people, which is priceless. But there's one small
downfall wth our project and that is for us
fishernmen, it's finding conpensation for
participating in the survey. These fishernen go
out, catch fish, get paid sane day if not next day
for their catch, but this project unfortunately
make -- we don't get conpensated. It takes quite
a while just to -- a sinple nmanagenent of funds
fromthe governnent. They may wait one nonth to
Six weeks to get paid. |It's kind of unfortunate.
And that seens to be kind of, in the 10 years of
wor king on the project, it seens to be the way the
attitude has been, so there are (inaudible)
particularly, and that's pretty touch, you know.
Particularly nowwth COVID and (inaudible) to the
nati on, we know that there's not very many profits
goi ng on, you know, and sone of the surveying we
are one of the few, but we still get the sane
simlar answer and it's quite unfortunately.
Hopefully, that wll change. You know, noney

getting to the fishernen, getting on the water is
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very inportant. Like | said, we're very small out
here in the pacific and in the territories.

And finally, you know, (inaudible) as a
nonprofit, small business, mnority business, and
now t hat the governnent now has changed its
policies and it's not awardi ng contracts, which
only goes to a select few entities nationw de.

Al of it's fair. This is an added |ayer for
overhead that increases our costs and di m ni shes
the actual funds that go to research. So just
with that said, | think that I'mfortunate to be
here to have your tine and allowing for us this
coment. Thank you.

MR. CHAI RVAN:  Thank you, M. Tam
(phonetic). N cholas, any other public
conment er s?

MR. PIEPER No, that's everyone.

MR. CHAIRVAN:. Ckay, with that we're
going to end the public coment period and we're
going to nove on to the CCC Convenes for
Recommendations. |It's a closed session. W're

going to take a break and cone back at 5 p.m
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eastern standard tinme. So that should give the
EDs enough tine to finalize the |anguage and we
shoul d be able to nove through the wap up and

ot her business fairly snoothly. So we will see
y'all back at 5 p.m eastern standard tinme. Yes?

QUESTI ONER:  John, do we -- are we
supposed to exit the webinar here or stay on? How
does that --

MR CHAIRVAN. Let ne -- stay on. So
you can stay connect ed.

QUESTI ONER: Ckay, thank you.

MR, CHAI RVAN:. Ckay, so we'll see y'al
back at 5 p.m Thank you.

(Recess)

MR. CHAI RMAN:  Ask Josh if he would
pl ease read the recomrendati on.

QUESTI ONER:  Thank you, sir. The first
one regarding the potential National Seafood
Council, the notion is the Council Coordination
Committee requests that National Fishery Service
eval uate NOAA fish watch criteria for the purpose

of serving as an equivalent and third party
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certification deemng U S. fishery products as
sustai nable. The CCC further requests NMFS report
back on the utility of fish watch for this purpose
and any possible alternatives by the May 2021 CCC
meet i ng.

MR. CHAI RVAN:. Ckay. W'll go to the
noti on and second. Wuld you pl ease state your
name and the council that you represent? Do |
hear a notion?

MOTION: It's so noved. Chris Moore,
Atlantic Council.

MR. CHAI RVAN: Moved by Chris Moore,
seconded, do | hear a second?

SECOND: Second, M chael Hurt, the
Cari bbean.

MR. CHAI RMAN: Seconded by the
Cari bbean. Any discussion, comments, questions?
Heari ng none, call for the question. Al in favor
say |. Al opposed, nay. Any abstentions?
Motion passes. Can we hear the next notion,
pl ease, Josh?

MOTI ON:  The next one is regarding
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aquacul ture executive order due to the recent
court ruling on the Gulf Aquaculture FMP. Motion
1, The CCC reconmends that the |legislative
commttee revise the consensus statenent on
aquacul ture and provide a draft for review at the
May 2021 neeting. Mdtion 2, To allow anple tine
for review, the CCC recommendati ons we neet as
appropriate where regi onal managenent councils to
rel ease the aquacul ture programmatic environnent al
| npact statenent that assesses the inpacts of
setting aquaculture facilities for public comrent
whi | e consi dering council neeting schedul es.

MR. CHAI RVAN:  Thank you, Josh. We'l]|
go ahead and since he went on and read these two,
we can take these two together unless anybody has
any objections. So we've got two notions on the
screen. Do | hear a notion -- do | hear a notion?

MOTION:  This is Tom Frazier fromthe
@l f Council, | make a Mdtion 1 and 2.

MR. CHAIRVAN: Do we have a second for
Motion 1 and 2?

SECOND: Second, Dewey Bl anchard.
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MR. CHAI RVAN:  Ckay, thank you. Thank
you. Ckay, do we have a second? Oh, we've got --
|'"'msorry, we got a second. Do we have any
di scussi on, questions, comments? Hearing none,
call for the question. Al in favor, say I.

Those opposed, nay. Any abstentions? NMbtion
passes. Let's go ahead Josh. Let's go ahead and
do aquacul ture nunber 3 and 4.

MOTION:  Sorry, Sir. Mtion 3, the CCC
recomendations that prior to identification of
aquacul ture opportunity areas, NMFS provide the
spatial reference including coordi nates of
symetry, habitat type, oil and gas | ocations,
renewabl e energy and ot her applicable data sources
that were used to identify the ACA. The
I nformati on provi ded shoul d enconpass the sane
vari abl es, resolution, and geographic scope used
to identify the applicable ACA. And Mdtion 4, the
CCC recomendati ons that NOAA include review ng
all fishery managenent consult budgets for
pl acenent on the AQA i npl enentation teans.

MOVED: Moved, Chuck Tracy, to the
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Council. Both Mtions 3 and 4.

MR. CHAI RVAN:. Moved by Chuck Tracy,
Pacific. Do | hear a second?

SECOND: Duey Bl anchard.

MR. CHAIRVAN:  Fromthe Cari bbean?

MR, BLANCHARD: Yes.

MR. CHAI RVAN:  Ckay, thank you. We've
got a Motion and a Second. |Is there any
di scussi on, questions, comments? Hearing none,
call for the question. Al in favor, say |I. Al
opposed, nay. Any abstentions? Mdtions 3 and 4
are passed. Josh, can we go to the |ast
recomrendati on, please?

MOTI ON:  Regarding a ticket of Order
13921, the Motion is that CCC request NWVFS
continue to brief the CCC and Regi onal Fishery
Managenent Councils on the review and
I npl enent ati on pl anni ng of recommendati ons
provi ded by the councils regarding all aspect of
executive order 13921, for exanple, changes to
regul ati ons over gui dance docunents or ot her

simlar agency actions.
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MR. CHAI RVAN:  Thank you, Josh. | would
li ke to nove that this be accepted. |1'd like to
make this a notion. Do | hear a second?

SECOND: Second, Sinon Kinney, North
Paci fic.

MR. CHAI RVAN:  Ckay, thank you, Sinon.
Any questions, comments, discussion? Hearing
none, we'll call for the question. Al in favor
say |. Al opposed, nay. Any abstentions?

Mot i on passes.

Wl | that waps up our recommendati ons
and notions. | appreciate everybody's efforts on
that. That went pretty snmooth. | would |ike at
this tine, we're going to nove to agenda item 11B,
di scussi on of next chair and neeting date for 2021
frequency of schedule of future CCC calls. And I
would like to turn the neeting over to Marc
Goreni k (phonetic) of the Pacific Council. Marc,
the neeting is yours.

MR. GORELNIK: Al right, thank you very
much, John. | think that with regard to the next

neeting dates, |I'mgoing to actually pass to ny

Ander son Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- www. ander sonreporting. net



9/ 24/ 20 NOAA Fi sheries Council Coordination Comrittee Page:

126

1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Executive Director, Chuck Tracy, to review the
dates for 2021. | think they were discussed
yesterday. Chuck?

MR. TRACY: Thank you, M. Chairman. So
the dates that are on the cal endar right now are
bot h assunmi ng i n-person neetings, so the main
dates were May 18 to 20, we're changing things up
I n that, asking now for NVMFS to host that neeting.
Wth sort of the anticipation that there are still
a reasonably good change that will be a
webi nar - based neeting, and so perhaps those dates
may need to be altered, but that is the tinefrane
we're looking at. And then the October, the fall
neeting, would be Cctober 19 to 21, on the West
Coast, and we are very nuch hopi ng that woul d be
i n person and we'd be able to host that. So the
travel dates will be Monday the 18th and Fri day
the 22nd. So that's what's on our cal endars and |
bel i eve we can have pl ace holders for those.

MR. GORELNIK: Al right, thanks very
much, Chuck. And as far as the schedul e of

nonthly calls, it seens to ne that provided we're
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still in these circunstances, which we probably
wll weigh well into next year, hopefully not for
the entire year, | would expect that we would

continue those nonthly calls and I think they have
been scheduled -- |I'mnot sure who's been doi ng

t he scheduling of those, whether it's been the CCC

Chair or it has been NMFS. So |I'Ill ask for sone
hel p t here.

QUESTIONER: | believe that we've been
doi ng that.

MR, GORELNIK: So, if -- 1 think it's
the -- let ne first ask if it's the will of the

CCC to continue these nonthly calls to see if
there's any objection to that. And not seeing
any, | guess Chris, is there any issue wth
continuing these nonthly calls?

MR. TRACY: No, | think it's a good idea
for us to touch base once a nonth and, you know,
I f sonething comes up in between we'll -- we'l]l
get together as necessary, but yes, | think we
should. This is Chuck. Just a question on

schedule. | think we've been doing the | ast
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Tuesday in the nonth as our usual get together
time. If we want to continue that, | don't know
I f we want to nake any considerations for the
Decenber tinmefranme on that.

MR. GORELNIK:  Well, do we |look for a
cal endar to conme out?

QUESTIONER: Chris, is that okay to
continue the sane way as we have in the past?

MR. GORELNIK: Yes, | nean we'll have to
alter sone of it due to holidays and such, but we
-- Wwe can work on the -- we can work out a
schedul e.

QUESTIONER:  Right, just send it to us.

MR. GORELNIK: Yes. Al right, | guess
t hat takes care of the discussion of the next
nmeeting dates for 2021 and as well as the schedul e
of future CCC calls, we wll get sonething from
NVFS on the tines, we'll put those dates on a

calendar, but | think that the regularity of the

neetings | guess we'll in ternms of the time of the
nmonth, we'll continue. Let ne see if there's any
ot her discussion under this agenda item11B. [|I'm
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1 not hearing any voices. W don't have a hand
2 rai se feature Ii ke we have in our Pacific Council
3 neetings. So let ne see if there's any other
4 busi ness for this neeting.
3 QUESTIONER:. M. Chairman, this is New
6 England. 1'd like to make a comrent before we
7 end, but it's not necessarily new busi ness.
8 MR. GORELNI K: Ckay, fair enough. Let
9 me -- let ne see if there's anything else and if
10 now, well, I'll ask Tomto go forward. Tom the
11 floor is yours.
12 QUESTI ONER:  Thank you. Anyway, thank
13 you, M. Chair. So | just would like to say that
14 on behalf of the New England Council, I'd like to
15 thank Director Kitty, Chairman Soliai, Vice
16 Chai rman Gourl ey, and their conpetent staff and
17 all of their very early risers on your council for
18 hosting a seanl ess and efficient virtual neeting.
19 There's no snall feat in these trying tinmes and
20 time zones, so thank you.
21 QUESTI ONER:  Hey, thank you. That was
22 wonder ful, very good pronunciation.
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QUESTI ONER:  Thanks very nuch.

MR. CHAI RVAN:  Thank you very nuch.
Appreciate it. | guess we can -- was there any
ot her comments from New Engl and? Was that it?

QUESTIONER:  That was it.

MR. CHAI RVAN:  You could do sone nore if
you want. We got a little bit of tinme. Never
mnd. Wth that said, the neeting is adjourned.
The CCC nmenbers will nove into social hour and New
Engl and i s buying beer for everybody.

(Wher eupon, the PROCEEDI NGS wer e

adj our ned.)

* * * * *
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