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PROCEEDI NGS
(1:30 p.m)

MR. SOLI Al: (Good norning everyone, or
good afternoon, depending on where you are | ocated
for the Septenber CCC neeting. Hopefully
everybody is doing well and staying COVID free. |
know very early in sone parts of our council
famly. But | think this is nostly the fishing
wi ndow, so | want to wel cone everybody to our
meeting. But before we start 1'd |ike to open
this neeting with a word of thanks to our Heavenly
Father for his grace. 1'll lead us in a prayer.

Qur gracious and | oving Father, we cone
before thee of the council famly to thank you and
prai se you for all the bl essings which you have
provided us. And although our country continues
to face turnoil over COVID 19, we are so thankfu
that you are able to protect us. W ask that you
continue this protection upon us and gui de us
t hrough CCC and the work of the councils and
partners so that we may continue to solve our

country's wild fisheries. Forgive us today and

Ander son Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- www. ander sonreporting. net



9/ 23/ 20 NOAA Fi sheries Council Coordination Comrittee Page:

1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

forgive us over the com ng day. Anen.

Qur neeting is officially open. | want
to wel cone everyone. W've got an agenda on
| apt ops, not too |long of an agenda, and | hope we
will nove along with it. So we'll start off with
guestions. W'Ill start here in American Sanpa
then work our way around our council famly.

So ny nane is Archie Soliai, |I'mthe
Chair for West Pac.

MR. DUNN: Hello, |I'm Howard Dunn,
Aneri can Sanpa Vi ce Chai rman.

MR. SOLIAI: Can we start fromthe left,
pl ease, with our introductions?

MR NES: H. Thisis Tom N es,
Executive Director of New Engl and Fishery
Managenent Council .

MR, SCLIAI: Md-Atlantic.

MR MOORE: This is Chris Moore,
Executive Director of New Engl and Council.

MR LU SI: H everyone, this is MKke
Lui si, Chair of the Md-Atlantic Council.

MR, TOMNSEND: Good norning. This is

Ander son Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- www. ander sonreporting. net
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Wes Townsend, Vice Chair of the Md-Atlantic
Counci | .

MR, SCLIAI: South Atlantic.

MR. CARM CHAEL: John Carm chael,
Executive Director of the South Atlantic.

MR, BELL: Mel Bell, Chair of South
Atl antic Council.

MR. POLAND: This is Steve Pol and, Vice
Chair, South Atlantic Council.

MR, SCLIAI: @lf Council.

M5. SIMMONS: Carrie Simmons, Executive
Director, Qulf Council. | knowthe Vice Chair is
not on, and | believe the Chair as well.

MR, SCLIAlI: ay. Maybe they can enter
their appearances later. Caribbean Council ?

MR. RUBINO M guel Rubino, Head Counsel
of Southern Atlantic Council.

MR. CANFI ELD: M chael Canfi el d,
Chai rman, Cari bbean Council.

MR, BLANCHARD: Tony Bl anchard, Vice
Chair, Caribbean Council.

MR SOLI Al: Paci fi c Council.

Ander son Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- www. ander sonreporting. net
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MR. TRACY: This is Chuck Tracy,
Executive Director of the Pacific Council.

MR. GORELNIK:  This is Marc Gorel niKk,
Chair, Pacific Council.

MR. PETTINGER. This is Brad Pettinger,
Vice Chair, Pacific Council.

MR. SOLIAI: North Pacific.

MR TWEIT: Bill Tweit here, Vice Chair
of the North Pacific Council. |I'mnot sure, | am
quite sure David Wtherell was planning on being
on, our Executive Director, so. Just making sure
that no Pacific Council or Dave was on there.

MR, SCLIAI: Oay. They can introduce
t hensel ves when we get a chance. Continuing on
with the Western Pacifi c.

M5. SIMONDS: Kitty Sinonds, the
Executive Director.

MR, WATAMURA: Ed Watanura, Vice Chair,
Hawai i from West Pac. Good to see you all, it's
been a while. Good to see you doing well.

MR. GOURLEY: Good norning, John
Gourl ey, Vice Chair, CM.

Ander son Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- www. ander sonreporting. net
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MR. SCLIAlI: Thank you. Thank you
everyone, and welcone to our CCC neeting. |'m
very thankful today that we have Chris Aiver wth
us. He's a man that needs no introduction, and
he's very famliar with our different councils in
the region. So I'd like to turn the floor over to
himfor his opening remarks.

MR, OLIVER  Thank you. Thank you, M.
Chairman. Good to see everybody. As | said the
| ast several tines we've gotten together |I'm sure
di sappoi nted that we're not able to neet in person
but | amvirtually imagining |'mthere in Hawaii
t hough, 1've got ny, you know, Bonbay shirt on and
| got a turtle right here, |ooking at Hawaii on ny
gl obe right here so I'"'mtrying to imagine |I'm
sitting on a beach there with you all.

Anyway |'m actually comng to you from
ny basenent office in Anchorage. | just thought |
could telework fromhone for alittle while and
enjoy fall in Al aska, which, you know, in Al aska
s the best three weeks of the year here. So good

to see all of you. | don't have a whole | ot nore,

Ander son Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- www. ander sonreporting. net
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"1l have some nore remarks here in a nonment when
we get into the agenda. But just again, hi,
everybody. | hope everybody's doing well and

saf e.

M5. SIMMONS: M. Chairman, |'mgetting
texts that a couple of people are having trouble
getting into the neeting. And | know we don't
want to get behind, but could we just wait a few
m nut es?

MR. SOLI Al: Can we have everyone
| ntroduce thensel ves seat ed around.

MR. OLIVER. Yeah. Archie, Chris here,
of course. And | know we have several of ny
| eadership teamand all our science directors |'I|
go around the hall, maybe start with Ed and go
down the row

MR. RAUCH: Yeah. This is Sam Rauch,
Deputy Director.

MR. DOREMUS:. This Paul Dorenus, good to
see you all.

MR. WERNER: Ci sco Werner, Chief Science

Advisor, and it's good to see everybody.
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1 MR. HARE: John Hare, Northeast Fishery
2 Sci ence Center.

3 MR. CRABTREE: Roy Crabtree, Southeast
4 Regi onal Admi ni strator.

5 MR. BALSI GER: Ji m Bal si ger, Al aska

6 Adm ni strator.

7 MR. WULFF: Ryan Wil ff, Sustainable

8 Fi sheries ARA, West Coast Regi on.

9 MR. TOSATTG M ke Tosatto, Pacific
10 | sl and Regi onal Adm ni strator.

11 M5. DENIT: Kelly Denit, Director of
12 Sust ai nabl e Fi sheri es.

13 MR. ISSENBERG Hi, this is Adam

14 | ssenberg, with Fisheries.

15 M5. BLACKLOCK: Danielle Blackl ock,
16 Director, Ofice of Acquacul ture.

17 MR. PAWLAK: H, Bryan Pawl ack with

18 North Fishing Budget O fice, only sporadically

19 here this afternoon. Thank you.

20 MR. SOLIAl: Do we have anybody el se for
21 our introductions?

22 MR. TRACY: Just note that Kristen Koch
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for our Southwest Science Center Director is on as
an attendee.

MR, SCLIAI: Oay. | guess we'll nove
on to our agenda. But again, if your cohorts
signing on later, please, we can |let them
I ntroduce thenselves so we'll know that they're
on.

W'l |l begin the agenda with the approval
of the agenda and mnutes. | trust that
everybody's gotten a chance to take a | ook at the
agenda and review the notes fromour May CCC
meet i ng.

So unless there is any objection, |I'm
going to ask for approval of the general m nutes.

There being no objections, the general mnutes are

approved. So we'll nove on to NOAA Fisheries
Update, and |I'Il turn the floor over to Chris
Moor e.

MR. MOORE: Thanks, Archie. Good
af t ernoon/ norni ng again to everybody. Thinking
kind of sone big picture ideas about where we are

at and where we're noving forward. But com ng
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into this neeting, you know, we realize that nost
sectors of our seafood industry, pricing,
processing, recreational fishing, continue to
suffer sone very significant adverse inpacts from
the situation we're in, and we're far from bei ng
back to normal.

But there are sone good things. You
know, the CARES Act Funds are being currently
allocate on a state by state basis. So those are
starting to go out the door, that's great. W
have the recent presidential order on pronoting
Aneri can seafood conpetitiveness. And associ ated
with that is the creation of the Seafood Trade
Task Force, which we're going to hear a little bit
nor e about tonorrow

| think those things, in conbination
with things we've been working on at NVFS on our
sector by sector seafood i npact assessnments are
all hopefully going to feed into com ng out of
this crisis as a strong or stronger position as
some went in. Were nuch of our workforce, as the

years with the councils, are al nost as effective
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9/ 23/ 20 NOAA Fi sheries Council Coordination Comrittee Page:

17

1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

as ever through tel eworking and the technol ogi es
that we currently enjoy. But we will continue to
work as closely as we can with you.

We al so recogni ze there have been sone
huge i npacts, particularly to our science m ssion,
our ability to conduct surveys throughout the
coast has, you know, nostly been cancelled. It
has the |latent effect of m ssing those surveys is
going to vary just as before, totally upset, but
it's going to vary across regions to fill in the
type of series as this is the data strains,
et cet era.

But, you know, | hope this is fromthe
regul atory and science perspective it's going to
be keep doi ng whatever we can to nake things that
support the fishing and seafood industry.

So going into 2021, | don't have a
crystal ball. As | said, the nmajority of our
operati ons were continued. But nore vessels are
still not running, our white ships are not, we're
still working with old data and protocols that we

wi || devel op going into next year that will allow
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t hose ships to operate. But we have to assune
that we may not be fully back to normal for at

| east sone portion of the year. So in |ight of
that our strategy for determ ning and using the
best avail able science remains a priority. W are
taking steps to enhance our ability to do that in
t he absence, in particularly this year, the
absence of nobst of our surveys through our

aut ononous vehicle sail drones, etcetera.

| guess to highlight a few things going
i nto next year wth those vessels not running,
we're going to continue to try alternative data
col l ecti on nmet hods and approaches and managi ng in
a data limt environnent, we need to, it's not
just the white ships, but many of our surveys this
year there's very nuch charter vessels who were
al so cancel | ed.

So the continued use of your artificial
intelligence, electronic nonitoring, | think we
can't swtch. | know there's a | ot of concern
about (inaudible) and fishing policy with certain

wai vers to mai ntain, observers, and at | east npst
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of our fisheries. | think we need to, we can't
swtch to electric nonitoring in all of our
fisheries that we would like, but I think this
really put an increased enphasis on the need for
us to further devel op those EF technologies in all
the fisheries in which it can be used.

| mentioned artificial intelligence. W
have unmanned, unscrewed vehicles, the fields of
nom cs and genom cs that Cisco's tal ked about to
you before. And again, inny mnd |I've tried to
really stress through just going through our
center directors to find out a dire need to fully
explore all the opportunities we have outside of
our white ships who are partnering with the
fishing industry, whether that be charter or other
ways to collect fishery-dependent data and perhaps
get wwth the industry positive research, for this
really to be the situation where, again, further
underscores the need to aggressively pursue those
opportunities to work with you to identify where
they are.

The i ssue of seafood markets, again,

Ander son Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- www. ander sonreporting. net



9/ 23/ 20 NOAA Fi sheries Council Coordination Comrittee Page:

20

1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

we're going to have a report on the Seafood Trade
Task Force tonorrow. Hopefully to continue to
| ncrease access to foreign nmarkets, resolve
barriers to those export markets through trade
anal ysis. Trade analysis, a policy which isn't
NVFSs' bailiwi ck, so to speak, but we did
co-chair, NOAA did co-chair that Seafood Trade
Task Force. So | think we're positioning
ourselves to be better advocate for trade

(i1 naudi bl ) and various sort of |ocation

agr eement .

And we have a pronoting seaf ood canpai gn
for our conmmuni cation canpai gn on Eat Sea Food
Anerica. And again, we'll do whatever we can to
advocate for consuner purchase of U S. Seaf ood.
And we're seeing different markets and nmar ket
trends, and sone of those are going to obviously
continue well through this pandem c and wel |l past
it. And so what we can do to pronote that base
i nformati on on the health and sustainability of
U.S. caught seafood and the inportance of the U S.

seafood i ndustry to our econony as well as the
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communities definitely remain a priority for us.

So I'll stop there. | look forward to
t he di scussion over the next few days and hearing
fromall you about chall enges. And again,
particul arly suggested reactions and sol utions for
all of us to get through this.

So thank you again. |It's good to see
all of you. And after that I'mgoing to turn it
back over, | believe, to Paul to speak to the next
part of this agenda item Thank you, M.
Chai r man.

MR. SCLIAlI: Thank you, Chris. Paul,
will you follow now with the next item please?

MR MOORE: Are you there, Paul?

MR, SCLIAI: Paul's not ready. Wy
don't we nove on to Kelly Denit in the Wrking
G oups? Kelly, are you ready?

M5. DENIT: | amactually. |[|'d be happy
to do that.

MR SCLIAI: W'Il cone back to la when
Paul gets set up. Thank you, Kelly.

M5. DENIT: Sure, sounds great. Good
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af t ernoon, good norning, everyone, good to be wth
you agai n.

So National Standard 1 Wrk G oup, this
I s sonething that we have di scussed a few
different tines, and frequently at our neeting in
May. Just as a quick rem nder, there are three
di fferent working groups. Wrking Goup 1 is
| ooking at reference points. Wrking Goup 2 is
focused on carryover and phase-in. And Wrking
Goup 3 is |ooking at data poor approaches. [|'m
just going to kind of step through each working
gr oup.

The wor ki ng group on reference points.
They're focused on estinmation of FMSY, BMSY, and
their proxies. They are still continuing to
percol ate through their work. | know we had
originally nmentioned that we were hoping to have
sonething for you all to look at by late fall of
2020, but here we are in sort of the start of fall
of 2020 and | can tell you that it's nore likely
going to be in early 2021.

Once we do have a draft that's conpl et ed
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I nternal agency reviewit wll go out to all of
you and your SSCs for your review So that's
where that is.

Wth respect to Working G oup 2, which
was the carryover phase-in. They have conpl eted
their final tech neno, that was shared with all of
you back in July by Jenni Wallace. |If you don't
have it or can't find it in your inbox, please |et
us know and we will make sure and get it.

We do greatly appreciate the comments
that you all and your SSCs provided for us. It
certainly hel ps inprove the paper. So thank you
for that.

In addition | would flag that there is
anot her paper com ng out fromthe Northwest
Center, Dan Holland and John W edenmann, from
Rutgers that | ooks at the MSE using MSE to explore
different carryover policies. |If you're
i nterested in that paper, please just let ne know
and we can nake sure and get you a copy.

Wth respect to Work Goup 3, this is

t he data poor work group which | know several of
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you, and Kitty particular, have been keenly
interested in. This group continues their work.
They're focused on | ooking at the flexibility in
NS1 that allows alternative approaches for data
points and data for fisheries. And we continue to
have i nternal discussions on this aspect,
providing it's got a whole bunch of ideas that we
are trying to explore, in particular with general
counsel. And | know that you have been waiting
for this, but it's kind of noved a bit nore from

t he science technical into the policies and so
that's what we need to work through before we're
going to have sonething that is ready to share and
get out to you folks.

So |l think I wll stop there. | also do
have a |ittle bit of an update on the known to
unknown gui dance, and a couple other topics, M.
Chair. But maybe |I'l|l pause there to see if there
are any questions on the Wrk G oup update as well
as responses to that.

MR. SCLIAI: Thank you, Kelly. At this

time I'Il open it up for questions or comments
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fromour council. Starting from New Engl and.

MR. NIES: Thank you, M. Chair. If |
m ght 1've got a couple questions. The first is
W th respect -- | guess | got a couple questions
and then a comment.

The first is with respect to Wrking
Goup 1. Wth the reference points it's unclear
to me, and | know |'ve asked this before. It's
unclear to ne whether this is going to address the
| ssue of creating reference points using enpirical
approaches for FMSY and BMSY cannot be the
explicitly estimated? |Is that part of this
report?

M5. DENIT: | stand to be corrected by
St ephani e or others who are on the line, but I
beli eve yes, Tom that that's part of the proxies
that they're exploring and | ooki ng at.

MR NES. Geat. Thanks.

M5. DENIT: Stephanie, please chinme in
if | got that wong.

MR NES. And | guess | do have a

comment. \When you ask for comments from our SSC
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at least in our council we prefer you direct that
to us and not go directly to the SSC. The SSC
reports to us after all.

| guess | also have a question on Wrk
Goup 3. Howcone it's taking so |l ong? Wen are
they going to see sone progress here?

M5. DENIT: Well, thanks, Tom it's a
tricky one. That's why it's taking so long. And
| think in part we've had a bit of fits and
starts. W also, as many of you with your staff
during these tines are trying to navigate a nunber
of different priorities. And so we're doing our
best to keep everything noving while still
bal ancing different priority projects that we need
to keep novi ng.

MR. NIES: Thank you. That's all |
have, M. Chair. | don't know if John or Eric
have any questi ons.

MR REED: No, I'mall set too.

MR, SCLIAI: Thank you. W'IlIl nove on
to Md- Atlantic Council.

MR. MOORE: | have no questions, M.
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Chai r.

MR. SCLIAI: Nothing fromMd-Atlantic.
W nove on to South Atlantic.

MR. CARM CHAEL: Yeah, John Carm chael
here. | just appreciate Tombringing up to route
SSC request for comments through us. And also to
request to give us anple tinme to get that done and
get coments devel oped.

This is a pretty inportant issue and it
has been going around for a while. It would be
nice to fit it into our regular SSC neetings. And
we did not have tinme to schedule a neeting that
was in the federal register, given tine to review
it, and get comments back to the council. So |
know it takes a while, we understand, but it would
be nice to run sonething this inportant through
the full process.

MR SCLIAI: Al right, thank you. Move
on to Gulf Council.

M5. SIMMONS: No questions, M. Chair.
But I'lIl just echo those comments, just nmake sure

we have adequate tine to provide feedback. Thank
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you.
MR, SCLIAlI: Thank you, Kerri.
Cari bbean.

MR. RUBINO No questions, we're on the
sane page wth everybody el se.

MR, SCLIAlI: Thank you, Mguel. Pacific
Counci | .

MR. WETHERELL: Thank you, M.

Chai rman, we don't have any questi ons.

MR, SCLIAI: Al right. Wstern
Paci fic?

MR. GOURLEY: W don't have any
guesti ons.

MR. SOLIAI: Wstern Pacific.

M5. SIMONDS: Thank you, M. Chairnman,
we have a presentation, followng Kelly's report.
But we al so echo Tom and everybody else's in terns
of , you know, Nunber 3, because we have to be
cl osing, one of our options is closing federal
waters in teeny weeny Anmerican Sanpa, and so we
need to get to allowing us to review these other

ways to deal with a data l[imted stock. W are in
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a terrible situation. Thank you.

MR. SCLIAlI: Thank you, Kitty. Any
ot her comments you want to nention on this
subject? GCkay. |If not we'll nove back to Agenda
Item 1la).

MR, GOURLEY: M. Chairnman?

MR SOLIAlI: Sorry.

MR. GOURLEY: Kitty, we supposed to do
the prep consortium

M5. SIMONDS: Yes, when Kelly has

conpl eted her report.

MR. GOURLEY: Ckay. Also there are sone

concerns that we have wth Subgroup 3 that Kitty
mentioned. W' ve got sone very serious issues in
our island groups, at |east Anerican Sanpa and
Guam overfishing, experiencing overfishing is
taki ng place in Anerican Sanpa and overfi shed
determ nation for Guam And unfortunately it is
ki nd of a doubl e edge sword because the fishernen
know t hat these determ nations are very

guesti onabl e because of the data that we have.

We're working with extrenely poor data
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and we really need to nove forward on this. And
it kind of appears Kelly would nention that there
are sonme tricky issues in review ng the technica
gui dance with respect to policy. Wat tricky

| ssues are there on this? Wat's well, the fly in
the ointnent? What's slowing it down?

M5. DENIT: Yeah, John, thanks for the
gquestion. So there's a nunmber of things. One,
just to give a couple of exanples, are how you
defi ne data poor, what the stocks actually are
enconpassed by that term nol ogy, how do we
descri be that in the best way possible. There's
al so chal | enges around the different neani ngs of
specific terns |ike "annual" and "catch," versus
rate versus other things in various docunents from
Magnuson Act and as well as others, all of which
require us to kind of dig through and nake sure
that we're being consistent with those
requi renents of the law, continuing to explore the
flexibility that we built in in HQ

And | would note that even though we're

wor ki ng on this technical guidance, there is
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not hi ng that precludes the council from develo
its approaches and trying to put together its
| deas for what it thinks could work consi stent
with the NS1 gui delines.

MR. GOURLEY: Al right. GCkay. So

can nove despite the fact that works has not

pi ng

we

actual ly dissemnated the final results, we can

nove forward with relates to flexibility and
determ ning other alternative neans to apply?
do we need to wait? Do we need to wait for th
to actually produce the gui dance docunent?

M5. DENIT: It is ny perspective you
could be working with the regional office, sci
center, and GC to be figuring out based on the
facts of your specific FMP, which | think int
case is the American Sanpa bottom fi sh because
there are proposals and potential alternatives
opti ons.

MR. GOURLEY: Excellent. Excellent.
we don't have to sit around and wait anynore,
can nove forward. Thank you.

MR, SCLIAI: I'mglad to hear that.

O

em

ence

hi s

and

So

we
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Kelly, do you have a second part of your
presentation?

M5. DENIT: Well if I could | was going
to shift gears to tal k about the known-to-unknown.
So |I'm happy to do that.

MR. SOLIAI: Yes. Please go ahead.

M5. DENIT: Thank you very nuch, Chair.
So very briefly I wanted to update you on the
known to unknown gui dance, which you all reviewed
over the summer and provided sone very thoughtf ul
comment s on.

Agai n, we appreciate your input. | know
it wasn't as long as you all would have liked to
have, but we really appreciated that input that
you provided. So | wanted to step through the
f eedback you provided in the responses that we're
maki ng in response, which is redundant, sorry
about that.

So quickly, all the councils except for
t he Cari bbean provi ded comments, general support
for the guidance as drafted with various questions

i n areas that you are seeking clarification. So
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"Il step through those and then take any
addi ti onal feedback or questions that you guys
have.

So overall there were several comments
that canme in that were outside the scope of the
actual guidance, that got into various |ocal

assessnment issues and/ or caps about

determ nations. W do not nmake any changes to the

gui dance for those outside the scope.

But in terns of buckets of comments.
The bi ggest bucket was alnost all the councils
comented on Scenario B, which was the aging
assessnents scenario. And so we have changed
| anguage in there to clarify that the 10 years is
not an inposed limt. Several of you have
expressed concern about that 10-year tinmefrane.
There is no standard for what the age and
assessnment is. W tried to nake it clearer that
the age of assessnent can be a reason to nove the
unknown, but that's going to depend on the life
history of the CCC to clarify the ties to the

stock assessnent inprovenent plan and the overall
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stock assessnent prioritization process, in
response to those comments.

The ot her big bucket of comments was
under Scenario D, which was the situation where
t he assessnent has status determnation criteria,
SDC, about our difference fromwhat the ends
occurs at SMP and savings that the agency is going
to use for SDC that are in FNP in order to nmake
determ nations. And so putting the onus on you as
the councils to nake those changes and nake those
updates for status determnation criteria.

Many of you al ready have in place status
determ nation criteria such that you have a
process to update yours as separate from ours.
And so we've tried to clarify that further to nake
that clear that nothing is changi ng about the
decision making, it is the decision of the council
what the SDCs are, and neke it nore clear that
we're going to use the SDCs that are in the SNPs,
alittle al phabet soup on this Scenario D. So
we' ve added | anguage to clarify that.

The other big buckets were a couple
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comments related to the BSIA. And again, just to
rem nd folks that this guidance is working in
conjunction with the BSIA franework that you all
approved, and there is nothing in this guidance
that is supersedi ng BSI A

The | ast kind of bigger area where there
were multiple comments was with respect to one of
the scenarios where data is rejected. There was
concern that the guidance, the new known to
unknown gui dance was sonehow putti ng bounds around
when data m ght be rejected or requirenents were
slated to be rejected.

So we've tried to clarify and nake that
clear that that is not a part of this guidance.
Deci si ons around what data is appropriate to be
| ncorporated into an assessnent will be done by
the stock species scientists and peer reviewers.
That is not a part of this guidance. But the
known t o unknown gui dance does acknow edge the
very real situation that we've all had at
different tines where, you know, part of that

stock assessnent and/or peer review, certain data
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m ght be rejected frominclusion. And so we tried

to make that nore cl ear.

So wwth that, Chair, | would be happy to

hear any feedback fromfolks, or if there are
addi ti onal questions. Thank you.

MR. SOLI Al: Thank you, Kelly. Do we
have any questions on this part of Kelly's
presentation com ng from New Engl and Council ?

MR. NIES: Thank you, M. Chair. This
Is TomNes. Kelly, I"'ma little confused by your
opening coment, |I'mnot quite sure | understood
what you neant. You said sone of the comments
referred to past decisions of past actions. And
I'"'ma little confused on why those experiences
woul dn't, at least in turn, would develop in the
pol i cy gui dance since they represent experiences
that we have and highlight (inaudible). But |I'm
not sure | really understood your conmment.

M5. DENIT: Yeah, thanks, Tom
Qoviously this guidance is built on all of that
experi ence and, you know, the challenges, in

particul ar that we know that you guys have up in
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New England. So that's not what | was trying to
say. | think it was nore specific, nore that
certain instances where past decisions have been
are not being revisited as part of the devel opnent
of this guidance.

MR NES: Al right. Thank you. And
then if I mght, | have just one ot her question.
Throughout this discussion you tal ked about we
clarified this, we clarified that. W don't have
a docunent in front of us to look at. Is it your
i ntention now to go straight and publish this, |
forget whether it's policy directive or guidance
or what. O is your intention that you'l]l
circulate the draft so we can at |east see it
before it gets published?

M5. DENIT: | was hoping to get feedback
today and then be able to nove forward, Tom So |
wel cone feedback fromyou all on how you woul d
like to nove forward. My hope was that this
conversation today woul d be enough.

MR NES: | was reserving comrent on

that until other councils have spoken. Thank you,
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M. Chair.

MR. SCLIAI: Thank you, Tom | was
going to ask the sane question around the
comments. So hopefully we'll get nore
clarification of that. Coments fromMd
Atlantic?

MR LU SI: Nothing to add at this

point, M. Chair. Thank you.

MR, SCLIAl: Thank you. South Atlantic.

MR. CARM CHAEL: Nothing to add here.

Thanks.

3

SOLI Al: Wstern Pacific Council.

&

SIMONDS: No additional questions.
Thank you.
MR, SCLI Al: Caribbean.

MR WATAMURA: No comrents at this tine.

Thank you so nuch.

MR, SCLIAI: Pacific Council?

MR. TRACY: Thanks. No questions, but
am anxi ous to nove back to Tom and get his.

MR. SOLIAI: North Pacific.

MR. TWEIT: No questions or comments.

Ander son Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- www. ander sonreporting. net



9/ 23/ 20 NOAA Fi sheries Council Coordination Comrittee Page: 39

1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

MR, SCLIAI: Wstern Pacific.

MR. GOURLEY: No comments at this tine,
from Gourl ey.

MR. CONNORS: Bill Connors from Ed
Wat anura. | nmay have sone |ater when we get to
the data corrections.

MR, SCLIAI: Gay. Anything else on
data request? Any follow up comments before we
nove on? |If not we'll nove on back to Agenda Item
la) on MAFAC. | think that was Jennifer Lukens.

MR. DOREMUS: Thank you. This is Paul
Dorermus. Thank you, M. Chair. Jen Lukens
actually got called to jury duty so |'m presenting
today. Apologies to you and the council for the
interruption. And | really appreciate Kelly
stepping in out of sequence and warm ng up the
commttee, getting us all ready to go.

| wanted to have an opportunity here
today, we're going to take a different approach,
so I'mto share this presentation fromny screen.
It was being run separately before and | think

that m ght have cut ne off, sone problens wth
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t hat .

| am going to pop up the presentation
here and get to the business of the day here on
our update around our Marine Fisheries Advisory
Commttee. This should be projecting for
everybody now, and we do appreciate the changeup
her e.

So ny goal is to step back here and | ook
at sone really key reconmmendati ons that have cone
forward and real contributions from our federal
advisory commttee. This is a very prestigious
committee, the nenbership of it, they report
directly to the secretary, and they have been
doi ng sone phenonenal work on our behal f.

Overview here of just a few things that
have conme forward in recent nonths over the course
of the summary, couple letters to the secretary,
very quick response on their part to industries'
ci rcunstances as a result of the COVID pandem c.
Noting as all of us did very rapidly, there was a
great deal of disruption that stenmmed fromthe

onset of all the social distancing requirenents
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around many of our markets.

And so they noted a whol e range of
di fferent things, ways to reduce financial burdens
and otherwi se relieve tenporarily sone of the
requi renents on industries that sort of changed
the cost equation a little bit and try to all ow
sone degree of forward notion there. So that was
much appr eci at ed.

They al so, having just in My, early
May, seen the release of the president's executive
order pronoting Anmerican seafood conpetitiveness
and economc growh, wote a |etter of endorsenent
speaking to many of the |ong- term concerns, as
the EO does, for building out a stronger seafood
sector as a whole. W'II|l be talking at greater
| ength, as Chris nentioned, about the EO as we go
t hrough our agenda.

They al so offered to provide a forum for
st akehol der consultations in the future around the
provisions in the EO and how they are functioning.

So those are a couple of, you know, kind

of quick letters to the secretary. They also did
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1 two major reports, and we'll be tal king about one
2 here, the second, the reconmmendation to establish
3 a National Seafood Council. And | also wanted to
4 note beforehand the (audio skip) -- and how all of

5 this really needs to be done right, funded right,

6 and nmake sure that we can communi cate adverse

7 | npacts where they happen, for the particul ar

8 pur pose, obviously on comercial and recreati onal
9 fishing.

10 A range of different recommendati ons,
11 those are sone of the highlights, and recomend
12 that to those of you who are interested in the

13 whol e i ssue, which is substantial, and not going
14 away.

15 |"mgoing to tal k today about their

16 recent recommendati ons, a National Seafood

17 Council. W posed a question to them over a year
18 and a half effort, centering on what we could do
19 to help increase U S. consuner confidence in

20 consunption of U S. seafood. This has been a

21 | ong- standi ng question in the industry. It has
22 been a perennial topic, if you wll, and different
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attenpts have been nade in the past to address
this issue directly, and none of them have really
st uck.

We have noted over tine fairly flat per
capita consunption of U S. seafood despite
overwhel m ng evi dence of the health benefits of
t he higher portion of seafood in the diet.
| ncreasi ng awar eness of the environnental benefits
of seafood and ocean-based food products generally
bei ng a conparatively | ow environnental i npact
node of food production, increasing awareness of
that. W still need to pick up the consunption in
the United States, as its nuch |ower than |ots of
ot her countries.

So part of that links to consuner
confidence, these things go together. Wy is it
t hat consuners are not purchasi ng and consum ng,
in a variety of ways and places, a greater portion
of seafood? Let themthink about it in a
contenporary context. And they started exploring
this and | ooked at results fromthe past, such as

what was done in the md '80s under the Fish and
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Seaf ood Pronotion Act that was established sone
tinme ago to fundanentally do the sane thing that
we wote this question about, to really establish
a national nmarketing capability to address these
| ssues of consuner know edge of, awareness of,
confi dence in, seafood and consequently increased
consunpti on of seaf ood.

And they noted there that there was a
Nati onal Fi sh and Seaf ood Pronotion Council that
was established by the Fish and Seaf ood Pronotion
Act in 1986. It was federally funded, sone said
after five years. And the intent was that
| ndustry funded species-specific councils would
grow in the wake of this standup effort in the md
'80s. That did not happen.

| think the conventional wi sdomin the
I ndustry for a long period of tine was just around
sone of the structural barriers to getting
coherence in highly fragnmented industry, divided
by species group, by region, by other nethodol ogy.
And there was that sort of gal vanizing capability

that just didn't happen at that tinme, and hasn't

Ander son Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- www. ander sonreporting. net



9/ 23/ 20 NOAA Fi sheries Council Coordination Comrittee Page:

45

1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

happened si nce.

W have noted that there are other
types, as indicated here at the bottom ot her
types of commodity boards where that sort of
concentrated, collective industry funding of a
common nar keti ng canpai gn does take place. So
they | ooked at histories of seafood surveys, they
| ooked at how this type of program has pl ayed out
in other sectors. They interviewed very broadly
and across the seafood community generally, all
kinds of folks in different parts of the country
and different sectors, different stages of the
supply chain, if you will, to get industries'
current views on the inportance of this question
and what coul d be done about it.

So they ended up bottomline
recomendi ng a reestablishnment, we've got the
authorities out there, the nechani sns exist, we
can kind of reignite that but do it in a different
way. Revise the underlying Fish and Seaf ood
Pronoti on Act | anguage, rightly, and take a

different tact.
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And here |'ve got a couple of slides on
the maj or recomendations. And they have, first,
really a strong effort on this being industry-1Ied
and to have an initiative unequivocally and fully
endorsed by industry, by industry |eadership with
t he purpose centered on pronoting use of seafood.
Conducti ng educati on, research, pronotion, and
marketing to do the very things that were set out
at the beginning, to increase per capita
consunption, to realize the benefits to Anerican's
health that conmes with greater concentration of
seafood in their diet. And to increase return on
| nvestnent to industry, you know, to generate
economic value. So there's this public and
private benefit to seeing this happen. And that's
what MAFAC recommends as being the real focus of
all of this.

They al so recommend focusing on U S
Seaf ood as a whol e, whatever the production
nmet hodol ogy. Again, a need to sort of build a
concept of seafood that spans all of our different

| ndustry groups.
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And this is the bottomline point
presenting a unified voice, consistent, conmon,
and positive. This is consuner-based m nd you,
so the whole notion is to generate a positive
associ ati on between seafood and real consuner
welfare, if you wll, broadly construed. Pin it
down to this notion of changing the consuner
m ndset from one of caution and uncertainty to one
of very positive inclination and increased
wi | lingness to change their diet, change their
buyi ng practices.

The whol e concept from MAFAC s vant age
point is to conplenent existing marketing efforts.
This is nmeant to unify but not replace. There are
a nunber of different regional and species
consi dered marketing boards. Born fromthem
| i nking together, anplify those nessages, the idea
I's coll aborate not conpete. This is
pre-conpetitive collaboration, classic in
econom cs and in marketing terns.

MAFAC al so tal ked about this being an

opportunity to elevate U S. seafood as a brand, if
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you wll, a very strong associ ati on between U. S.

produced seafood and quality, sustainability,

| ocal, you know, donestic jobs, donestic resource.

That is a big part of this thinking. It is not
about certification, that's a different thene.
It's not about |obbying, this isn't policy, this
I s about a marketing nessage to consuners to
change the brand recognition and consequently the
wi | lingness to purchase U S. Sourced seaf ood,
bottom I i ne.

Hi ghlight, if you will, that seafood is
a good and healthy choice, and if you're buying
U.S. sourced seafood you have nothing to worry
about. The only thing you need to worry about is
how qui ckly can you prepare it.

So that's the kind of a core thinking
that MAFAC puts forward to the secretary and to

us. Along with that are, you know, sone good

busi ness concepts, right? This has to be run with

a busi ness plan of running a marketing canpai gn.
There needs to be accountability, transparency,

netrics driven, specific objectives, and regul ar
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eval uation. They recommended that this be an
I ndustry-led function but with no oversight, which
I S consequently a need as well, given the
| ong- st andi ng chal | enges of collective
pre-conpetitive action in industry, but in
particular at this tine, obviously not foreseen
when MAFAC started this. But since |late w nter,
especially in the spring and since then, an
extraordinarily urgent need to hel p provi de ways
to grow demand, help industry, not just for cover,
but beconme nore resilient over the long term

So this notion was recogni zed way
earlier, but certainly now far nore urgent that
this notion of concerted pre-conpetitive action to
provide a benefit to all U S. seafood producers,
to the U S. seafood supply chain generally, just
| ncreased urgency around that.

So particularly being in a position, not
in a great position to fund before, and not in a
position to fund at all now, the notion was to
initially fund this through federal

appropriations. Not |ooking at 10, probably nore
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like 25. And if you | ook at sonme of those other
comodity boards and the funding | evels that you
see there, 25 is closer to the range given the
size of the industry. |If you're going to do a
nati onal marketing canpaign you need to do it
right, and that's a big part of the challenge over
tinme that it's resource intensive.

And | ook at how that can grow over tine
as industries stand back up, becone nore
profitable, nore productive, increased opportunity
for industry funding. And you could see kind of a
change or reversal over tine of the private
bal ance in terns of the funding responsibility for
t hi s.

The initial notion was that the counci
woul d be around 17 people. CQbviously cutting
across marketing experts, retail folks in the
seaf ood service industries, as well as conmmerci al
fishing industry, nmultiple conponents, aquaculture
seaf ood processors, distributors. You know, it
cuts across the whole segnent as well as

appropriate regional diversification on the
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council as well.

Sevent een people is, you know, you can't
touch every corner of the universe, but it should
be enough. And sonewhat |ike MAFAC itsel f, which
is broadly representative of our stakehol der
comunity around national fishery service. The
notion here that you'd have that kind of breadth,
regi onal diversity, functional diversity, in the
oversi ght and the sort of operations of this whole
t hi ng.

So that's in a nutshell that's MAFAC
report. It is online. Everything that MAFAC does
and produces, all the things in the first slide
are avail able, very easy to find through MAFAC s
web presence that we host. And all of these have
been transmtted to NOAA | eadership, to the
departnment. And in MAFAC neetings, as is
customary with our advisory board, we obviously do
that with fisheries and wth others who are
assigned to the advisory board.

When they cone forward with

recommendati ons, we respond. So we're working
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t hrough a response now regardi ng internal
briefings with NOAA. There's very strong

recogni tion and endorsenent of the general
concept, and we're trying to work through now what
woul d be an appropriate response. Qur job is not
to do everything that they tell us to do, what is
our job is to take their advice and to consider
from our vantage point how we can respond, given
the conditions that we're currently in across the
board in ternms of policy, budget, organi zational
capability, etcetera.

So you'll be hearing nore about this,
and we really wanted to brief you given the scope
and significance of this to the industry as a
whole. Certainly at this tinme we wanted to neke
you all broadly aware, draw your attention, and
certainly wel cone any feedback that you m ght have
for us, things that you would Iike us to consider
as we step forward in responding to MAFAC s
recommendati ons, and |I'm sure many of you al ready
ot herwi se have contributed to this effort given

the broad input that they gathered during the
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course of developing this report. But we're now
figuring out what to do and what our next steps

wi Il be and we wel cone any input or insight that
you nmay have.

So thank you, M. Chair, I'll return it
back to you and figure out how to un-share ny
screen. Before that | just note here on our final
slide we're in late Cctober for the next neeting.
And it's a public neeting so anybody can join in.
And as we are doing here today, everything is
bei ng done virtually. So thank you for the
opportunity to run through this. And, M. Chair,
| will turn it back to you.

MR. SCLIAl: Thank you, Paul. |
apol ogi ze for the mx-up on the agenda. So we're
open for comments or questions. So we want to
start with New Engl and.

MR. NEI'S: Thank you, M. Chair. |
think M. Reed has a question.

MR. REED: Yeah. M nane is Eric Reed,
|'"'mthe Vice Chair of New England. | didn't get

i n and introduce nyself earlier, and good norning
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and good evening to everybody.

So | guess ny question is where exactly
do the councils fit in? The industry | can
under stand, and certainly having nenbers fromthat
sector anong the 17 are inportant, and sone of
them may be council nenbers in their other job,
but |'"mstruggling a little bit where the councils
fit in.

| mean obviously with covid-19 it proved
out that the consunption of seafood in general is
hi ghl y dependent on the restaurant sector, the
food service sector. And those guys are regul at ed
by the Health Departnent, the FDA, they've got
| abeling restrictions. | nean | agree with the
brandi ng, but we all know that once it cones out
of the box, nobody knows where it cones from And
maybe we can pick our ganme up on that.

CGoviously inport restrictions to neet
our standards, whether it's our health standards
or our nmanagenent standards, those are critical to
us being able to conpete in this business.

So that's ny question. Were do we fit
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I n?  Thank you.
MR. DOREMUS: Part of what we need,
there's a huge array of stakehol ders involved at

the end of the day in thinking about what this

type of canpaign looks like. | can't give you a
clean answer to that. | appreciate the question,
we'll certainly take that into account as we go
f orwar d.

But | do think a good process of
oversi ght woul d benefit fromthe regional
perspective and the sort of scope and visibility
that the councils provide to the health of the
i ndustry at any given point intinme. So | do
think it's a good recommendation, we'll ook at it
and think about how best to do that. And in
future di scussions we should be able to address
nore directly what's sort of the options for
engagenent .

MR. REED: Ckay. Thank you.

MR, SCLIAlI: Thank you, Eric, that was a
good question. Md-Atlantic.

MR. MOORE: Thank you, M. Chair, and
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t hank you, Paul. Actually, ny first question was
just asked so it's good to hear that response. |
have a coupl e ot her quick ones.

What are your insight, Paul, you
mentioned you want the initiative or the council
associated with us to lead the industry. What
does that nean exactly? Does that nean that all
t he menbers of the counsel would be interested
fol ks, or does that nean it would be sone
oversi ght pool, or what's the reference to that?

MR. DOREMUS: The notion that it is a
seaf ood, national seafood council itself, would be
a council of industry participants fromthe full
range that | was nentioning. And it would have an
oversi ght board that woul d be orchestrated by
NOAA.  So NOAA fisheries would be responsible in
their formulation, what the recomendation is.
That includes our organization providing as
oversi ght function.

So we have that kind of connectivity to
the industry as a whole. W're pursuing at a

nunber of different levels, policies that have a
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broad intent to serve the health of the industry
as a whole, and we have that sort of non-commtted
public conponent to it. So they thought that
having the neutral third-party that is deeply
vested in the health of the industry, the benefits
derived froma healthy industry over tine, would
serve that kind of oversight function. Wich |
woul d presune woul d i nclude things |ike agreeing
to and providing oversight on the netrics, the
value for the investnent, what's being done, and
| i ke an oversight board would, and a | ot of
corporate board type functions.

So that was the notion that they put
out, and that's the recomendation that we're
starting wiwth. That's how that function, Chris,
woul d be served.

MR MOORE: Geat. Thank you. |If |
could, M. Chair, just another brief question.

One of the things that you said
referenced that you are seeking a brand. You said
sonething |like there was a di scussi on that

suggested that we could have a seafood, your
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seaf ood brand without certification. And |I'm
curious about that, because it would seemto ne
that we have to have sone certification in order
to have that sort of brand.

MR. DOREMUS: Yeah. | don't want to
speak for MAFAC, but that's ny understandi ng and
our thinking, and we'll clarify this. But ny
understanding is | think they wanted to make sure
that the council was not seen as a certification
authority.

They tal k about brand in a very broad
way. And they think that the work of the counci
could effectively create a brand recognition
around U. S. sourced seafood that kind of purchase
on the U S. consuner. To get to that may wel |l
require sone type of certification process. But |
thi nk the general thinking and the general advice
that we got fromindustry is that should evol ve
fromsone industry process |ike nost certification
prograns do.

So that's ny recoll ection of where the

thinking is on this. And we can | ook at the

Ander son Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- www. ander sonreporting. net



9/ 23/ 20 NOAA Fi sheries Council Coordination Comrittee Page:

59

1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

report to nmake sure and follow that down. But
it's not brand in the narrow sense, it's brand in
the sort of conprehensive sense of a positive
association in the consuner's mnd between U. S,
Seaf ood and | don't need to worry about anything
el se, right, so that's good.

And that's the whole issue that people
are trying to grapple with is that so many peopl e
pause when they get to the seafood case or to the
freezer and it's like what's the right thing to
get, is it this fish, that fish, this harvest
nmet hodol ogy, that harvest nethodol ogy. Look, if
it's U S. sourced then you don't have to worry
about it. It's sustainable, it's high quality,
good for your health. And that's the kind of
brand concept that they want to be in the counci
formul ation really focused on.

MR. MOORE: Gotcha. Thank you.

MR DOREMUS: Yep.

MR. SOLIAl: Thank you. W're up to
South Atl anti c.

MR. CARM CHAEL: Not hi ng here, thank
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you.

MR SCLIAI: Gay. @lf council.

MR. FRAZIER  Yeah. This is Tom
Frazier. | would like to follow up real quick on

a couple of the comments that Eric and Chris both
made.

We really appreciate, you know, the
recommendati ons and the need to have a
representative council and representative and
i nclusive, and so it's not clear to ne as if
there's an initial list of potential stakehol ders
that was provided in that report, and if we could
get it for review because as you said, Paul, it's
difficult to capture everybody, but it would be
good at |east to have a full conpl enent of
potential players for the agency to consider.

MR. DOREMUS: Thank you, Tom And poi nt
wel |l taken. It has been the recommendati on of
MAFAC t o have representation of the entire
i ndustry. And you know, we'll have to define what
that actually neans. They gave exanpl es of

| ndustry segnents, if you will, in the report, and
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we can point to the pages later. But | think the
nost i nportant thing was the recomrendati on for
this to be a holistic canpaign, it's bal anced
geographically, it's balanced by industry speci es,
and it has this unifying effect for the industry.
Qut of all of the recomendations there is a | ot
of discussion, and really very strong energy
around this concept of unifying the industry to be
able to get through, break through this consuner
either indifference or |ack of confidence in U S.
seaf ood.

So | think that's the nost inportant
goal. Exactly how you do that, that's all in the
details, right, we'll have to figure that out as
we step the inplenentation.

MR. FRAZI ER  Thank you.

MR. SOLI Al: Thank you. Caribbean
counci |, any questions or coments?

MR. HANKE: Thank you very nuch for the
opportunity. This Marcus Hanke fromthe Cari bbean
Council. (Inaudible) how best to engage in the

| dea of the MAFAC how we are included on the whol e
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1 pl an?
2 MR. DOREMUS. |Its part of the picture.
3 And we coul d nmake sure | ooking forward, Marcus,
4 that that's real clear. But that's all
5 enconpassed in the thinking around U. S. seafood is
6 that it would be our broadly managed
7 jurisdictions. And that's part of this holistic
8 equation. So that's how we would think of it and
9 step forward fromhere with that in m nd.
10 MR. HANKE: Mich |ike giving that you do
11 that. Thank you.
12 MR. DOREMUS:. Thank you, Marcus.
13 MR, SCLIAI: Pacific Council.
14 MR. TRACY: No further questions.
15 Thanks.
16 MR. SOLIAI: North Pacific.
17 MR. TWEIT: No questions. Thank you.
18 MR, SCLIAI: Wstern Pacific.
19 MR. WATAMURA:  Yeah. H, this is Ed
20 Wat anura, Hawaii. Yeah, | wanted to add a couple
21 of fine points, suggestions, and as they say in
22 Hawaii, | wanted to give it alittle bit of a
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| ocal flavor.

So one of the things that we tal k about
Is truth in labeling. And in Hawaii, you know, we
have uni que nanes for fish, ahi, mahi mahi, aku.
These nanmes should be what's on the label. | nean
and also it should be illegal for fish comng from
ot her areas to be called ahi or mahi mahi or aku.
This would give imedi ate recognition to sonething
that is local caught and is, you know, saved, it's
not fromIl QU fisheries.

And as far as restaurants are concerned,
you know, there's a fanous restaurant on Mau
called Mama's Fish House. | don't know if any of
you have ever been there, but if you notice the
itenms on the nenu actually the fish have, when you
order a fish, the itemactually says the
fisherman's nane. And, you know, if nore
restaurants did this, you know, | think that it
woul d really pronote the fact that this fish is
caught locally and the fishernen are given
recognition. And, you know, | think across the

nation that kind of thing could be inplenented.
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So it's just a suggestion, and like |
said, local flavor.

MR. DOREMUS: Thank you. That's good to
hear sone |ocal flavor, and really appreciate the
I nput. Thanks very much. These are anobng the
things that the council will have the pleasure of
wor ki ng through is thinking how to respond to
| ocal, regional, international context.

Thanks for those observations, really
appreciate it.

MR, SCLIAlI: Now thank you. But
(i naudi bl ) questions or comments fromthe other
council nmenbers for MAFAC s consideration that Ws
Pac did not have a nenber on MAFAC for many, nmany
years. Although he had a little of Nunber 6 of
the U S. for commercial value. And then while the
Western Pacific has had the | argest pelagic
fishery wwthin the US. So that should offer
sonething at |east for when you're still thinking
about that for your consideration. So just a
conment .

MR. DOREMUS: Thank you, M. Chair.
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1 Not ed.
2 MR, SCLIAI: So any other or follow ups
3 fromany of the folks? Al right.
4 MR OLIVER M. Chair.
5 MR. SOLIAl: Go ahead.
6 MR OLIVER M. Chair, before we nove
7 off of this part of the agenda, | just wanted to,
8 on a personnel front, | know that there's at |east
9 one principle and very long-tine participant in
10 the Council Coordination Commttee for whomthis
11 wi || probably be the last CCC Meeting. And he's
12 now made it official but after a very |ong and
13 very di stingui shed career wwth the agency. Wllie
14 Crabtree, Dr. Crabtree is retiring. | believe
15 early next year if |'mnot m staken nyself.
16 | just wanted on behalf of nyself and
17 t he agency, | worked wth himmany years, a great
18 nmenber of the | eadership team but he's a real
19 great guy and fun to hang out with. So if | don't
20 get to see you in person before the end of the
21 year, | hope to at sone point. But
22 congratul ati ons on a great career and great
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participation in I CCS task force.

MR. CRABTREE: Thanks, Chris. |
appreciate that. |It's been a real pleasure and an
interesting career. |It's kind of odd to have a
thing like this with all the (inaudible) but
anyway | wish you all well, | look forward to
seei ng you.

MR. SOLI Al: Thank you, Dr. Crabtree,
for your contributions to CCC, echoing Chris'
coments. Thank you.

That concl udes Agenda Item la), so we
nove to Agenda Item 1b). W have a presentation
from John Gourl ey.

MR. GOURLEY: | believe Marcus Hanke has
hi s hand up, M. Chairman.

MR SCLIAI: Onh, |'msorry.

MR. HANKE: That's from before, |I'm
sorry. I'll lower that.

MR. SCLIAI: GCkay. M. Gourley.

MR. GOURLEY: Ckay. Thank you,
Chairman. Can we bring the presentation up?

We had 25 slides to begin with but we
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cut it down to five. | hope you all don't m nd.
And it will be very quick.

Basically we just wanted to enphasi ze
the H2 flexibility in determ ni ng managenent
strategies in full conpliance with NS1 gui delines.
We previously nentioned that the data that we have
on many of our fisheries are just not available to
serve as an MSY-based reference point. W cannot
manage to that reference point. W are guided by
M580' s annual catch for nanagenent purposes, but
our fishery data is very uncertain. Despite the
determ ne BSI A bottom fish stock assessnents that
were done, | believe, |ast year, the data vol une
or anount of data, in addition to the quality, was
not very good. And it resulted in sonme stock
assessnents that have caused quite a bit of
controversy in our region.

So we would like to kind of hang our hat
on the H2 flexibility issue that we di scussed
earlier and Kelly gave basically the go ahead for
us to pursue other alternatives in nmanagenent

regi nes. Next slide, please.
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Techni cal gui dance for subgroup 3 is
conplete. Very good. The signed stage is done
and we seemto be stuck, or NMFS seemto be stuck
on policy. Perhaps maybe we, the council, could
hel p by joining NMFS and trying to get through the
policy stage and al so having the results end up
bei ng sonething that the councils can work wth,
at | east those councils that have data poor stocks
to manage. Next slide.

Sone of the exanple for alternative
approaches that we came up with is, well that
base, average | ength approach, fishing nortality
rate fromLBSDR, trip |imt approach, conbined
triplimt, I"'msorry, conbined length trip limt.
And we have actually used the average | ength
approach and the fishing nortality rate from LBSDR
on reef fish in (inaudible) ground. And since
that tinme we have noved our reef fish into an
ecosyst em conponent because we just, we cannot
manage our reef fish. There's too many reef fish,
there's no way to, it was an inpossible task under

MBA using catch | anguage data. | think these data
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poor stocks, we really need that extra
flexibility. Next slide.

Recommendati ons, please. W need to
rel ease the techni cal gui dance nenorandum and dat a
limted stocks for the SSC and council review. W
wi Il be noving forward in designing sone
managenent approaches through our data poor stocks
as previously stated by Kelly.

This kind of leads us to the next step
on how we can get through the policy issue.
Per haps maybe we can forma working group and we
can nmake sure that the alternative approaches, of
course, stating (inaudible) including but not
limted to fishing nortality rate based, |ength
based, or trip limt, etcetera, nanagi ng data,
limts of stocks. Pursuant to H2 we have included
in the results of your policy review. And that's
it.

Thank you very nmuch, Chairnan.

MR. SOLI Al: Thank you. Tom Neis, do
you have anything to add to this, you know,

questions or comments?
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MR NEIS: | do not, M. Chair.

MR SCLIAI: GCkay. W're opening it up
for questions or comments. Start from New
Engl and. Md-Atlantic.

MR LU SI: W have none, M. Chair.

MR. SOLIAI: South Atlantic.

MR. CARM CHAEL: Yeah, thank you. W
support those recommendati ons. W have been
wat ching the fish closely since we do have a | ot
of data |imted species, so we support that and
t he opportunity to review or cone down with the

menor andum

MR SCLIAI: Thank you. @ulf Council.

M5. DENIT: Nothing to add, thank you.

MR. SOLI Al: Cari bbean.

MR HANKE: | say that | like the
presentation, | like to support everything

recommended. Thank you.

MR. SOLIAI: Pacific Council. North
Paci fi c.

MR TWEIT: | have no comment.

MR, SCLIAI: Wstern Pacific, anything
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el se?

MR. WATAMURA: Hi, this is Ed again.
Yeah. There's that word in that presentation,
pretty inpressive as you can see. And | had the
uni que opportunity to actually be fishing with
those fishernmen in Anerican Sanpba. | just want to
say that the huge (inaudible) that were procured
there were actually caught on the banks that were
of f of Anmerican Sanpa, and the fish were caught in
| think about three to four hours at a tine. And
it was just a massive anmount of fish, which really
points to the fact that, you know, the
determ nation that sone fish are overfished is
just very questionable when you see stuff |ike
t hat .

And | actually was able to experience it
too, so | just wanted to add that. Thanks.

MR. SCLIAl: Thank you, Ed. Do we have
any comments fromMd-Atlantic? Wl hearing
none, we'll nove on to Agenda Item 1c). Anything
el se on those issues?

MR. OLIVER  One quick thing, M.
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Chai rman, Chris here. | apol ogize, | just wanted
to let you know that | have to junp off line for
anot her call, hopefully a brief one at 3:30
eastern, which I believe is 11:30 ny tine. And
again at 5:30 when we're scheduled to end | have
to junp off. So | just wanted to let you know if
you see ne disappear it's hopefully briefly and
calls that | had to do. Thank you.

MR. SCLIAI: Thank you, Chris. Did you
have anything el se programmed with us? Then we'll
nove on to Agenda |tem Nunber 2, Recent |ssues
wi th Council Operations and Agency Operati onal,
Sci ence, and Regulatory Issues. | think that
first one there is Paul and Kelly.

MR, DOREMUS:. Thank you, M. Chair.

"Il followif you don't mnd, with a coupl e of
observations, just followng up with a consistent
thenme in our neetings over recent nonths. To | et
you know on the evolution of our operating status
as we adjust to changing circunstances wth the
presence of covid-19 around different parts of the

country.
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And then Kelly wll step in and talk in
particul ar about the status of one of the nmjor
efforts we undertook in Congress' direction to
provide sone direct relief to industry
experiencing the market disruption that they did
fromthe pandem c.

Just a couple of points on the operating
status. W have been gradually follow ng
prot ocol s established by the adm nistrati on and
communi cated to us through the departnent, phase
changes from Phase Zero, as we've tal ked about
before, which was a nmandatory tel ework, no
guestions asked, and that left us unable to do
certain things that we've tal ked about for weeks,
principally surveys, field research, and work that
requi red access to our labs and other facilities.

We have 47 sites that have nore than 10
people in them those are the primary sites that
we're tracking. W're nmanaging all of our sites,
obviously. The nore renpote ones are bei hg managed
| ocal ly, the 47 are being managed nore at a

national level in terns of the phase changes. And
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we're now at 45 out of the 47 are in Phase One.

W have not yet gotten there with our facilities

i n Hawaii, our trends |ook favorable. | could
foresee a change in phasing there relatively soon.
We're also still in Phase Zero in the Mam area
with our |aboratory there.

So we're comng up right, and under that
we have a whol e systemof review for activities
duri ng Phase One. The general focus there is on
those m ssion and central functions that can't
take place without access to our facilities or to
ot her types of vessels and field work.

And we have a process for nanagi ng those
determi nati ons across the whol e agency based on
the sane criteria. Just what types of things
qualify for that type of work and for that type of
status | guess you'd say, and what neasures we
need to take in any of these different
environnents to ensure that they protect our
peopl e and our partners that we work wth.

So that's been a quite significant

effort, and under those terns across the whol e
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organi zati on we have approved on the order of 150
return to the office work type activities. Wat
that says is we're restarting things that could
not happen because of |ack of access.

It does not nean those are the only
things we're doing. Qobviously | say this every
time. W never closed, we have been working
t hroughout this whole thing, and we're in the
process of really taking stock now at the end of
the fiscal year of inpacts, both at the | evel of
t he organi zation, of our major prograns, which
we' |l be providing nore information about in the
future. W' re accunul ating them now and the end
of the fiscal year.

And i nput for our people. And we've
noted as a community we're all conducting work
nore fervently than ever. And it's not as though
t hese technol ogi es and techni ques are new to us.
But the extent to which we have to rely on them
are new. And we're finding, as a |ot of

organi zations are, that you can do an awful | ot

virtually, but it's a very different node of doing
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busi ness and sonetines it requires changi ng your
way of doing business so that it's not as taxing
on peopl e.

But general |y speaking, the fundanental
| npression that | get fromour analysis and
eval uation so far is that people have really
st epped up and gone above and beyond in their
efforts to keep things running where we can.

So there's still an enornous anount of
wor k, an enornous anount of productivity in sone
work units conpared to prior years, despite having
not just the disruption but also the overlay of
the different activities. And, you know, high
priority, requests in terns of responding to the
pandem c. One of those obviously was the CARES
Act direction for us to allocate 300 mllion to a
range of sectors that were in the seafood world
that were affected by coronavirus, and that
substantial part of that responsibility fell on
our fisheries organization, and Kelly Denit's been
right in the center of all that. And I'd like to

turn, M. Chair, the mc over to her to give her
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account for the status of that effort, which again
we' ve been reporting on in previous neetings.

MR, SCLIAl: Thank you, Paul.

M5. DENIT: Thanks, Paul, thanks M.
Chair. So I'll be quick because | know we're
al ready behind in our agenda. |[|'Il be happy to
answer any questions.

So first of all, as you all wll recall,
we used the interstate comm ssions in order to get
t he CARES Act funding out as quickly as possible.
At this point we have 11 states' send plans that
have been approved and we're in various stages of
running their applications back to get funding to
fishernen.

We have several nore spend plans, draft
spend plans that we're reviewi ng and that | expect
wi || be approved here in the com ng few weeks.

And of course we do still have sone states that we
have not yet received drafts and plans from W
of course continue to answer questions and be as
responsi ve as we can to anything that is com ng

I n.
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| would also flag that with respect to
federally recogni zed (i naudi ble) we have about 30
of those applications and spend plans that we have
just received | ast week and are in the process of
reviewing. So overall the funding is starting to
be able to get out the door as those application
periods are open in the respective states. And |
woul d be happy to answer any questions. Thank
you, M. Chair.

MR, SCLI Al: Thank you, Paul and Kelly.
We'll open it up for questions. New Engl and
Counci | .

MR. NEIS: No questions.

MR. SOLIAI: Md-Atlantic.

MR MOORE: M. Chair, thank you, Kelly,
| have a quick one. Wy haven't you received al
of the drafts and plans? Fromthe states that
haven't submtted themto you, why haven't they,
what's the reason?

M5. DENIT: Thanks, Chris. Yeah, it's a
range. Sone are still working through various

public processes with their stakehol ders, other
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spend pl ans have been devel oped by the fisheries’
agenci es and are pending approval in their

governor's office. So there's a range of reasons

why we haven't received plans. It's only a few
st at es.
MR. SOLIAI: South Atlantic.
MR. CARM CHAEL: Thanks for the update.
MR SCLIAI: @lf Council.

MR. FRAZIER  Tom Frazier here. Just
curious, on spend plans that have been approved
have those nobneys have actually been distributed
to the recipients at this point?

M5. DENIT: Thanks, Tom | need to
doubl e check because California' s application
period was closing sonetine here in Septenber, so
| believe that their check shoul d be going out
soon, if not, if they haven't already. And then
there are a couple other states that have
application periods that are closing here in
Septenber or early Cctober.

MR. FRAZIER Al right. Thanks.

MR. SOLI Al: Cari bbean.
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MR. WATAMURA:  No comments for now,
t hank you.

MR. SOLIAlI: Pacific Council.

MR. TRACY: Thank you. Yeah, | do have
a couple questions, Kelly. | was |ooking through
nmy notes froma previous call and noted sonet hing
about a Septenber deadline but it doesn't sound
| i ke that's necessarily in effect since you're
tal ki ng about October already. So is there a
timeline for applications or distribution of the
funds that folks need to be aware of ?

M5. DENIT: Yeah, thank you, Chuck.
There is a deadline specified as Septenber of 2021
for all the funds to be expended. Cbviously we're
expecting this phase wll be noving as quickly as
possi bl e once they get their spend plans approved,
but that's probably where that Septenber deadline
that you're thinking of cane in. That in itself,
t he noney has to be expended by then.

MR. TRACY: Ckay. Maybe just to nove
slightly off the CARES Act. | think at our My

neeting, we had a recommendati on about if other
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funds becone avail able, you know, we recommend
that there be sone consideration for further
advi sing folks that had applied further. So are
there other funds on the horizon? You know, |
know we have the U S. Departnent of Agriculture
has a program out now, and others. The HEROS Act
has not been passed, but anyway is there any ot her
sort of relief funds, relief prograns on the
hori zon that we need to be aware of ?

M5. DENIT: Yeah, Chuck, | have no idea

what Congress is going to do and whet her there

wi |l be another round of fisheries related funding

that we wll be provided. And if there is, what
wi Il be the stipulations around that or not.

MR. TRACY: Okay. Thank you. No other

guesti ons.
MR, SCLIAI: Thank you. North Pacific.
MR. TWEIT: W have no questions at the
nmonent .
MR, SCLIAI: Wstern Pacific.
MR. WATAMURA: No questions for ne,
t hanks.
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MR. CANFI ELD: | do have a question
regardi ng responses to ny other questions, Kelly.
(I naudi bl e) proposals, if the standing is
Sept enber 2021, but the tine [imt to get those
i n?

M5. DENIT: So we have pushed everyone
to have their plans to us by the end of August.
And as | nentioned, we've got drafts of the vast
majority. So there is no other deadline
associ ated with the subm ssion of those spend
plans. Hopefully we will get those few that have
not submtted anything, hopefully very soon.

MR OLIVER | think it was kind of a
soft deadline. Hopefully we'll get through that
soon.

MR SCLIAI: Al right. Do we have any
ot her questions or follow ups fromany council?
If not we'll nove on to the next agenda item |
think that would be the Cbserver Wivers.

MR. RAUCH. Yes, M. Chair, that's the
setup. | think I have this topic with M ke

Ruccio. Let nme just give a brief opening
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statenment and then I'll turn it over to Ruccio for
a nore focused discussion.

Ever since this pandem c began we have
faced difficult issues with observers. W have
all kinds of different observers around the
country. Sone of them are federal contractees,
sone of them are enpl oyees of third-party
providers that the industry contracts wth
directly, sone of themare in 100 percent required
observer fisheries and you can't take a trip
Wi t hout an observer, and other ones are in nuch
| ess percent ages.

Qobvi ously the pandem c al so hit
different parts of the country in different ways,
and there were different local restrictions which
either effected the fishing industry broadly or
effected travel, which had difficulties not just
wWith themgetting crews but with us getting
observers to various pl aces.

This has been a difficult issue to deal
with. We have neverthel ess had observers on

vessels in significant parts of the country
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t hr oughout the pandem c, and we've yet to have an
observer call us on an incident related to covid.
So that's good, it doesn't necessarily have to
continue so we want to be vigilant. But that has
been good, hundreds of trips with no incidents so
far that we are aware of.

Wth that being said, we have had
regi onal waivers we've had to put in place because
not every region has the ability to waive,
recogni zi ng the ongoi ng dynam c nature of the
circunstance. But regional waivers in place, we
still have the ability for the regional
adm nistrators to offer case by case wai vers, and
| think Mke is going to talk about that in nore
detail .

So with that brief overview, Ruccio, you
want to go into this in sone nore detail?

MR. RUCCIO Yeah. Thank you, Sam So
for those of you who we've not net before, ny
nane's M ke Ruccio, I'mthe Activing Division
Chief in our Donmestic Fisheries Division at

Headquarters, and it's a pleasure to neet you
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al though it's virtually.

"' mgoing to give you an update on where
we stand with our current observer waiver process
and gi ve you sone thoughts on what we've begi nni ng
to spin up for the future. On Septenber 21st we
publ i shed an extension to the Energency Rul e that
al | ows wai vi ng observer requirenents. This is a
conti nuation of the energency action that we had
taken earlier this year in March. And the
extension provides the ability to continue to
wai ve requirenents as well as sonme of the training
and programrequirenents. And these are designed
to ensure health and safety of the fishing
I ndustry observers and observer training staff.
And this extension is currently in place now until
March 26, 2021.

The extension states that the observer
coverage may be waived on a regionally decided
basis, as Sam alluded to. There's sone criteria
that were in the initial rule, those have been
carried forward. W can waive if placing an

observer conflicts wiwth travel restrictions or
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ot her requirenents addressing covid-19 rel ated and
various issues issued by the | ocal state or the
nati onal governnent for private conpanies that
depl oy observers but qualified observers aren't
avai | abl e because of conplicated training issues
related to the pandem c.

W also clarified in this extension that
we wll continue to follow those criteria and that
wai vers may be considered if observer providers
can't neet the safety protocols inposed by a state
on a commercial fishing crewor if the vessel
conpany has specific requirenents that they are
adhering to before sailing.

As Sam nenti oned, regions have been
depl oyi ng observers consistent with these criteria
since early August. Mny of our regions were
depl oyi ng observers throughout the pandem c on a
nunber of vessel sizes throughout a very diverse
array of fleets. Gven the Health | nsurance
Portability and Accountability act, the H PAA Act,
requi renents, we can't provide specific details on

COVID testing related to observers, but as Sam
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nmentioned, we can report to date there have been
no incidents of observer transm ssion of virus to
vessel crews.

And at this point we're beginning to
di scuss and plan for what nmay be necessary when
this emergency rule expires in March in 2021.

G ven what we know today, it's likely that an
addi ti onal mechanismto consi der observer waivers
woul d be necessary. So we're going to be

di scussing that internally and we'll be consulting
with the councils noving forward as needed.

And just kind of continue acknow edgnent
that this has been a challenging tinme for
everyone, fishernen, fishing comrunities, observer
providers. W remain in very close conmunication
Wi th a nunber of the observer providers and try to
under st and and di scuss and address the specific
| ogi stical challenges. As Sam nentioned, our
approach has been very regionally based given the
differences in terns of fleet coverage
requi renents, things of that nature.

So that's the quick update. W have
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1 extended our rule into March, and we're begi nning
2 a process to highlight what we may need to do

3 after that extension expires.

4 MR. RAUCH. Ckay. M. Chairman, that's
5 our presentation, but |I'mhappy to open it up and
6 to take questions.

7 MR. SCLIAlI: Thank you, sir. Good to

8 see you again. W'Il|l open it up for questions or
9 coments. Start with New Engl and.

10 MR NEIS: This is TomNeis, | do not
11 have any.

12 MR SOLIAI: Md-Atlantic.

13 MR LU SI: Nothing fromus, M. Chair,
14 t hank you.

15 MR. SOLIAI: South Atlantic.

16 MR. CARM CHAEL: No questions, thank

17 you.

18 MR SCLIAI: @lf Council.

19 M5. SIMMONS: No questions, thank you.
20 VR, SCLIAl: Caribbean.

21 MR. HANKE: None for the nonent.

22 MR, SCLIAI: Pacific Council.
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MR. TRACY: No questions.

MR. SOLIAI: North Pacific.

MR. TWEIT: No questions.

MR. SOLIAl: Wst Pac. No questions or
coments. | do | just want to add a real brief

comment, appreciate the info about extension of
the enmergency rule. | was just asking this
nor ni ng whet her we have heard about the extension,
so glad to hear that. As you know, (i naudible)
fishery requires 100 percent observer coverage and
it'"s really logistically inpossible for, you know,
(i naudi bl e) | eaving here at work and send them of f
to the field observer, so I'mglad that's been

ext ended but hopefully we can find a nore
sust ai nabl e solution in the future.

Ckay. Any ot her questions or comments
from anyone before we nove on to our next agenda
iten? |If not we'll nove on to Nunber 3, Update on
MRIP. So, G sco.

MR. WERNER: Yes. (ood afternoon.

Thank you, M. Chairman. Thank you for the

opportunity to speak to you today, and the
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council. And | wll be speaking on where we are
on MRIP and fishery survey, the status of where we
are, given all the effects of the pandemc this
year.

Both of these topics, the MRIP and the
fishery surveys have to do with data. There's a
wel | - known st atenent by an engi neer, Edward
Dem ng, that says without data you're just a
person with an opinion. And | think that this is
sonething we all share, it's a hugely inportant
part of what we do. And, the challenges that
we' ve had that we suffered in being able to
collect the data is sonething that 1'll talk
about. But also, where we hope to go next. So if
| could have the next slide, please.

As | said, I'll be focusing on covid-19
| npacts both to recreational data fisheries
collection first here, and then I'll tal k about
our ship based surveys. Next slide, please.

Here is a quick map of where the
regi onal recreational or data collection prograns

are. You are all famliar with these they take
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pl ace nationally and though we m ght have
different local overall, | think we're all
famliar wiwth the goal of Iimting the nunber of
fish saltwater anglers catch and the nunber of
trips that they take. Could | have the next
slide, please?

We'll run through very quickly, we'll
start with the bottomfigure there with the three
circles and go all the way to the right. And the
total catch is an estimate of the catch rate and
the effort. And those two bubbles of catch rate
and effort are neasured differently. And if we
start wwth the effort, the pandem c has had
relatively mninmminpacts on the mail and
t el ephone surveys used to nake effort. \Were the
| ssue cones in in terns of us neeting the catch
rates. Covid-19 continues inpacting shore side
and at-sea sanplings, and it does create
significant gaps into the data used to estimate

then the recreational catch. Again, it's part of

the problem and part of the challenges, and a big

part of the challenge is us neeting that catch
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rate. And I'll talk a little bit about that next.
Next slide, please.

The status of data collection next. The
APAI' S, the Access Point Angler Intercept Survey,
covers the regi ons between Mii ne and M ssi ssippi.
Al the decisions to suspend, nodify, or resune
the surveys are nade at the state | evel.

Bet ween March and August 17 states have
reduced or nodified the conduct of APAIS. And as
of August 1 was our state partners have resuned
shoresi de angl er sanpling but sone aspects such as
the APAI S head boat sanplings still being
suspended. So it varies depending on the type of
sanpling that takes place. Next slide, please.

And continuing still on the APAIS, the
conduct of APAIS was resuned. It is inpacted by
soci al distancing and ot her guidelines that | ooks
to everyone's safety both the sanplers protocol as
well as the fishermen who are contributing to the
data. And so this is sonething that is inpacting
how the data is collected. This a picture that

was taken before the COVID pandemc, it
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il lustrates how we all need to consider and foll ow
the | ocal ordi nances.

The next slide shows just briefly an
updat e of where various surveys are. The |large
pel agi ¢ surveys, which are basically reflecting
I ntercept and tel ephone surveys. The At- Sea
Program takes place in Maine through, Virginia,
has been suspended. As | nentioned earlier, the
head boat surveys, North Carolina to Texas have
al so been suspended. And the states' creel
surveys, the state partners will admnister their
own angl er sub-surveys have al so experienced
di sruption and nodifications to their sanpling
prot ocol s.

It's clear that we did see that, inpacts
to their disruption, where we're also beginning to
see resum ng, although the presunption, if you
will, of the data collections. Next slide,
pl ease.

It shows that the Fishing Effort survey
runs Mai ne through M ssissippi and Hawaii, and

For-Hi re surveys between Mii ne and M ssi ssippi.
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Again, the offsite mail and tel ephone surveys are
bei ng conducted with m ninum di sruptions. And
this has allowed us to publish sone estimtes of
wave | evel fishing estimates and al so to nonitor
any inpact for effort or estinate conponents that
are drawn nornmally fromthe APAI'S, which are those
| nt ercept surveys.

Bet ween the offsite mail and tel ephone
surveys and ot her ways we've been able to publish
sone of the grade levels. Next slide, please.

And again a little bit on the inpact in
2020 on catches and effort estimates. And in
terns of effort estinmates we have published the
prelimnary off shore estimtes for our estinmates
for Wave Two and Wave Three. Those are for Mrch
t hrough April and May through June. And these
estimates were produced using standard net hodol ogy
but with sone elenents |acking that normally would
have been derived from surveys such as the
I ntercept survey, the APAIS.

A lot of these estimates can be

downl oaded fromthe recreational fishing downl oads
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web page. And where avail able, you know, they are
still in progress.

And the next slide tal ks about the
estimate fromcatch. And so that's one of the
things that we tal ked about earlier is that we do
have significant data gaps in catch, and we w ||
not publish this prelimnary catch estinates
because of the uncertainties in them The data is
avai l abl e but the estinmates are sonething that we
just feel we cannot publish given that the errors
are so big.

We are working on how to assess the
| npacts of these decisions wth the regional
of fi ces and science centers. And | think we can
tell that it's really difficult to predict how the
full extent of the data gaps wll allow us to
produce reliable catch estinates.

| will talk about sone options now of
what can we do despite these chall enges on catch
estimates, with regard to the next slide and the
one after that.

So catch estimates, what can we do given
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that there's limted data? W continue
approachi ng, we're are exploring approaches for
estimating catch, and three of them!| wll

di scuss, but nention here briefly. A large donmain
estimati on, which neans involving pooling data
across | oads to produce catch estimates for a

| arger tinme period.

The second alternative or option could
be data inputation, which neans involving
replacing mssing data with substitute data from
ot her years. And of course you have to see how
you have to do a lot of sensitivity analysis how
t hat m ght work.

And then there's a small area estimtion
which is really a nodeling approach. So
i rrespective though of whichever nethod that we
take any catch estimates we're able to produce
wi Il need to be revisited and revised once we're
able to return to normal sanpling and obtain nore
conplete data. So we're trying to still bridge in
between this challenging situation of the limted

data while still trying to produce esti nates.
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And the next slide talks a little bit
about that the alternative estimtion prograns to
address these data caps. W are considering
whet her statistical approaches, and we're worKking
Wi th partners on what these approaches m ght be.
Using data collected, say in 2019 to test when
sone activities are incorporating those data to
make up for data gaps. You kind of have to see
how t his woul d do, how that changes our estinmates
for '20. So these are nethodol ogi cal approaches
that we're considering to be able to then estimate
on those estimates.

And those are things that are ongoi ng
now. Next steps include evaluating options for
| nputation. Again, that's a nodel based
approaches and filling in data gaps and using
proxy data. And trying to see which of these
met hods were the best under sone criteria for
providing estimates for 2020.

And the last slide on what we expect for
2021. The states have done a great deal of

upgradi ng i nto devel opi ng an effective sanpl er
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safety protocol that we anticipate sone inpact to
sanpler's ability wll continue in terns of
ability to collect data, |engths, weighs, or
counts. State budgets, of course, m ght affect
their ability to do the survey. And at the sane
time |'d like to say that we are optim stic about
data collections. It wll be normal, closer to
normal in any case, than 2020 was.

"' mgoing to nove now to a different
circle, the inner circles and kind of junping out
to the ship-based surveys and how we're
consi dering various funding and ot her aspects.

So next slide, again, we're talking
about the surveys on the NOAA vessels. | just want
to make sure that we're tal king about that surveys
that we do at sea, that either are comrerci al
vessel s, our charter vessels, and at the begi nning
of that process that then sees to the stock
assessnments and ultimately the managenent advi ce.

And so the next slide is a brief summary
of say the last four years of where we were in

different uses of survey platforns. So again,
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it's four years, 2017, '18, '19, and '20. |Its
days at sea, that's what the DAS stands for. The
blue is the use of our fishery and our fishery
vessels. The orange are charter days. And
rel ati vely speaking, our fishery DAS declined
bet ween 2017, '18, and '19, for the use of our
fishery vessels, between 1300 and 1500 days at
sea. The use of charter vessels is over 1600 DAS
or so.

2020, as you see, is, you know, the year
that we have that we had to cancel over 50
surveys, and you see the inpact. And so here we
are doing a conparison of how many days at sea we
actual ly had, again, using the charter and as well
as the fishery vessels, and orange is the charter.

There are sone ot her nunbers here just
for backup because we've been estimating how nuch
it's going to take to get fully back out to sea
and even try to recover sone of the data, make up
for some of the gaps. W want to recover the
data, but make up for sone of the gaps. And we

are considering everything. W are considering
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our newer vessels, our commercial charter vessels
and al so the UNOLS the academ c vessels. | put
the nunber there in terns of daily cost, because
these will cone in as we try to predict, if you
will, as full as we can, field season next year.
And we can get into the nunbers |ater, but nmaybe
we don't need to right now Next slide, please.
|'"ve talked to you before and wll share
and di scuss what the inpacts have been. Covid-19
has clearly created new chall enges for all of us
and wi Il continue creating challenges for 2021.
We are conducting an inventory and full cost
analysis in terns of again how we can have as full
a survey year as we can next year. W are
eval uati ng data gaps, prioritizing data that needs
to be collected, and devel oping a survey strategy
to face these chall enges.
You know the process is a factor but, we
al so need to factor in that the day rates are
i ncreasing. You know, if we talk to our nunerous
academ c partners, you know, their costs are

| ncreasi ng because they took such a hit in '20.
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And the sane with charters as well. So it's a
factor that we need to consider, although it's not

sonething that | think is a show stopper in any

way .
And as | said, those are the last two

points here. There are small issues that we need

well, relatively small issues we need to consider

but they're regal in terns of how we plan and
prosecute our surveys forward.

The next slide, what happened 2020. |
t hi nk you have a sense, | think you ve all heard
fromthe | ocal science center directors and the
regional adm nistrators and others at your
councils how we have had to cancel surveys.
Assessnents still proceeded. Assessnents next
year of course wll be chall enged because of the
m ssing data that resulted fromthis year.

W were able to do sone things. 1In the
next slide I'll just point to one success area,
which is the depl oynent of unmanned systens, sail
drones, which | think you've all seen and heard of

before. W were able to deploy Sail-drones in the

Ander son Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- www. ander sonreporting. net



9/ 23/ 20 NOAA Fi sheries Council Coordination Comrittee Page: 102

1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Bering Sea. And these are three that we depl oyed
that took off from Al aneda, California and
executed a survey, not quite with the sane

i ntensity and resol ution as our NOAA vesse
surveys, it was perhaps, you know, it's a reduced
intensity, if you wll, it was successful. It
conpleted the survey in roughly the sane anount of
time as our NOAA vessels woul d have. Again, half
the transects so you woul d have seen tw ce the
nunmber of those patterns in terns of the zigzags
that you see down there.

And there's also sone [imtations in
that, of course, you know, we didn't collect fish.
| mean there's no biological sanpling so there's
no size, age, conposition. And we will wait to
see when the Sail -drones cone back, if, you know,
how full that data is and whether it cane back in
good shape. But our indication so far is that it
may have worked, and it will allow us to provide
sone information to the custoners, otherw se we
woul d have had none.

And ny last slide, one nore slide after
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this. What are we going to do in '21? There wll
be sonme reduced days at sea on the NOAA ships. W
are working closely with our partners at OVAO on

t he quarantine and ot her protocols, safety
protocols, to nake sure that everybody that goes
out to sea safely and mnim ze any inpact for the
next year. There are other adjustnents in terns
of even the cadence or the reasons that the ships
can take, we're working on that now what we w ||
refer to as a 45/ 16 cadence, which neans the ship
wi Il go out for 45 days nmax, cone back, and then
16 days in shore to clean the ships, retest
everybody, etcetera. So this adds a little bit of
a constraint in terns of the limt of surveys that
we can have, but it's sonething that our vessel
coordi nators have been able to work through.

And, you know, there's other things that
we'll look at. The success with the ongoi ng
mtigation, which is one that | point to. Cearly
the partnership for fishing industries to coll ect
bi ol ogi cal data during fishing operations is

sonething that we would |like to get nore deeply
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1 into. And finally evaluating the inpact on stock
2 assessnments that we know are going to happen next
3 year, and we'll try to estinmate those, you know,

4 as we take on the assessnents in '21.

5 And the last slide is supposed to be a

6 hopeful slide. You know we all |look to the day

7 when we're back out at sea and conducting our

8 mssion. It's sonething that our studies and take
9 i nto account the safety of our people,

10 prioritizing what we need to collect, maxim zing
11 the tine at sea, and again as | say, going back on
12 the water.

13 And with that I'll stop. And thank you,
14 M. Chairman and the council, for the ability to
15 provide this update.

16 MR, SCLIAlI: Thank you, Cisco, for the
17 very informative presentation. W'IlIl open it up
18 for comments or questions. New England Council .

19 MR. NEI'S: Thank you, M. Chairnan.

20 Thank you, Dr. Wrner, for the presentation. |

21 have one question. It's slide 19, | have to think
22 there's a typo there, or does (inaudible) really
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cost $18 mllion per day at sea?

MR. VWERNER: You're right, very good.
Thank you.

MR. NEI'S: Thank you. But the specific
guestion is, you know, the bigger (audio skip)
conpl ete of surveys this year. You know the
research vessel Shark did not do a shark survey
this year. \What happens to those doll ars that
didn't get spent for those surveys? Are they
going to be spent next year, do they go into a
bank sonewhere and get spent in the future? Can
we expect additional shark surveys next year to
spend those dollars? Were do they go?

MR VERNER: W try to bank and forward
fund those that we can. And that's part of the
strategies that we're tal king about, estinmating
what we need to do, what are the areas, another,
sone other charter, sone of the charters we have
al ready forward funded, you know. And again the
di scussions we really get into in terns of what
the costs are going to be next year for the

charters. It's going to be a factor, but as |
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said, | think we should be able to overcone sone
of it in terns of, you know, where we don't expect
the crafts to work so nuch that they m ght be
prohi bit ed.

So the short answer to your question is
that the funds that we were not able to spend on
the surveys this year, you know, sone they're not
going to be fully avail abl e because sone have been
used for our |abor, etcetera, that was getting
ready to go out to sea then couldn't. Those funds
are available to the charters and any ot her vessel
that we can, we will use toward that. | nean
that's really the intent. W have a big year
ahead of us to try to recover the gaps that were
generated this year.

MR. NEI'S: Thank you, Doctor. | think
nmy vice chair has a question, M. Chair.

MR REID: | do. Thank you, Tom thank
you, M. Chair.

So ny question is about catch, and that
factors into this. Commercial catch is down not

because of | ack of abundance, but |ack of narkets
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have failed. You know a |ot of boats are on trip
limts, prices are down, so they don't spend nuch
effort per species. So ny question is how do you
expect to account for that?

And | just want to nmake one point, that
this exercise about inability to conduct surveys
wi Il be, nmaybe it's going to be a help because in
New Engl and sooner or later we're going to | ose
hi storical survey areas to wnd farns. So this
Wi Il help us prepare for that in kind of sick,
sadistic way. The question is how are you going
to account for the decrease in catch due to market
failure? Thank you.

MR. VWVERNER: Well particularly with the
commercial side, that fishery deep end data, w |
be way hel pful. But as you say, it's going to be
di fferent because for the reasons that you
nentioned, that they couldn't fully prosecute the
fishing as well, right? So that's sonething that
hopefully between the catch and the effort that we
know is out there we could still use the data by,

you know, through catch and effort and ot her ways
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of accounting for the differences that you

mentioned. So | think that's sonething that

certainly we'll talk to custoners, wll take
place. | nean we will consider that and see how,
even with the catch one, we wll probably | ower

it, but it's probably also an effort that we w |
al so lower, so I would assune that those things,
we wll be able to account for.

Wth regard to the wind farm yes,
that's going to be an interesting challenge in
terns of not being able to sanple in areas we used
to. But we are working actively on a nunber of
things. | nean how would we choose a survey so
that we fill that necessary information, or at
| east appropriate enough information al beit
Wi t hout sanpling in certain areas and/or, you
know, can we use sone of these novel nethods, you
know, whether it is unmanned systens or nol ecul ar
approaches or others to nmake up for not being able
to be conducted, the ship-based surveys, but
probably other kinds of surveys to get into those

| ocati ons. Hopefully we can nmake progress on
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bot h.

MR. REID: Thank you, | appreciate that.
| ook forward to the tinme when we actually use
CPUE in New Engl and for stock assessnent. Thank
you.

MR. VWVERNER: Thank you.

MR, SCLIAI: GCay. Md-Atlantic.

MR. OLIVER  Thank you, M. Chair. One
question. Thank you, C sco, for the presentation.
When shoul d we expect the catch estimtes for
2020? You said sone of the by wave. So you're
had a rel ease of sone of the effort estimtes
wave? \What about the catch estinmates?

MR. WERNER: The catch estimates are, of
course, the priority ones, you know, the effort
estimates is the conbined. | should get back to
you on that because, you know, as | said, you
know, in sone of the slides there | showed t hat
the catch estimtion options, we're trying to use
all these different approaches, you know, whet her
it's nodel approaches or, you know, | ooking at

| ast year's to see if we can, you know, how t hat
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woul d estimate this year. So let's see, what
nonth is this? Septenber of 2020. Let ne get
back to you with that. But it will depend on how
the anal yses of these different approaches pan
out .

But hopefully early in the next cal endar
year, but |'d better not say nore than that until
| can talk to ny folks.

MR, OLIVER  Gotcha. You know typically
we have sone catch estimates for the current year
in earlier day by now. W understand the scope of
the data situation, but sonme just having an
expectation that |ike how can we get any of those
catch estimates on the way this year would be a
good thing to know. It sounds kind of I|ike
(i naudi bl e) and after the 2020 Ckay. (I naudi bl e)
it's going to be before we do see those esti mates.
So, yeah, if you could get back to ne that woul d
be great. Thank you.

MR. VWVERNER: Thank you very nuch.

MR SOLIAlI: South Atlantic.

MR CARM CHAEL: So, thanks, G sco,
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appreci ate the update. As you can i magi ne,
there's been a lot of attention in the South
Atl antic where the end estinmates are going.

A few points, |I'mlooking at the three
different ways. Hopefully you guys will make it
clear at least to the state partners and the
councils and ot hers what nethod was sel ected and
why, that would be very hel pful.

And a question that we've been kind of
getting fromis we are on a states, for the nost
part | think we're back sanpling Wave 4, you know,
if not earlier even in sone cases. So just sort
of curious as to why we're not getting any
estimates for the entire year. | understand
nati onwi de nmaybe the sanpling isn't fully back
under way. That certain states and regi ons
probably wll grow, | think in our case sone of
the states would really appreciate having sone
i nsight into what's going on, particularly since,
unl i ke the commercial fisheries where the effort
is there. W have seen in a |ot of cases that the

recreational effort is not.

Ander son Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- www. ander sonreporting. net



9/ 23/ 20 NOAA Fi sheries Council Coordination Comrittee Page: 112

1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

MR. WERNER: |'m sorry about the catchup
for those waves, is that right?

MR. CARM CHAEL: Yeah, the catchup.

MR VWERNER: In talking to our folks |
think that there are estinmates out there but the
error wthin themis so large that it's worse than
(inaudible), if that's possible, at least that's
one way for nme to say it. That's not their words,
it's mne. But the errors, it's just kind of, you
know, it could be perfect data to the cl osest
thing to actually our catchup, is beyond sonething
that we feel confortabl e doing.

But okay, so in answer to your question,
when will we be having and what nethod will we
use. Yes, but that's the intent, as soon as, you
know (i naudi bl e) the questions you're asking into
ternms of well what can we say, we will do so.

MR. CARM CHAEL: Ckay. Just a quick
follow up. | know before Dave retiring and
everything, the thing you tal ked about was setting
from PFP standards and if the data was too

uncertain not publishing it? So I'mjust
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wondering if there's any progress on that and how
that mght be factoring into that. You know,
we're accustoned to get these over 50 percent of
sone species, approaching 100 percent when you

| ook at the annual estimate. So we're sort of
wonderi ng how nmuch, how nuch PFP is too nmuch in
this conversation.

MR VWERNER: |'Ill get back to you on
that as well. 1'd say the right thing, but | nean
but the data is published, you know, it's
sonething that we do, it's the estimte given the
uncertainty in the data that's not going. So that
all ows for anyone to take a look at it and, you
know, perhaps see the sane challenges that we're
seeing wth the data and the condition it's in.

MR. CARM CHAEL: Thanks.

MR. WERNER: Yeah.

MR, SCLIAI: GOay. W nove on to the
@l f Council .

M5. SIMMONS: Yes. Thank you. On Slide
8 of the presentation, C sco, on Slide 8 you

nmentioned that the Tof fee Headboat Survey has been
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1 suspended. Is that still true, or was that only

2 suspended earlier in this year, the first couple

3 waves of this year?

4 MR. WERNER: Well this is the

5 information that | investigated | ast week. |f

6 they have reopened it, then | was correct, let ne
7 know and we' Il correct the information. As far as
8 we know we even had a chance to tal k about it

9 today and we believe it's been suspended. If it's
10 not |I'm w ong.

11 M5. SIMMONS: Ckay. Thank you. | guess
12 we just weren't aware of that. | texted Roy and
13 he said to ask you, so just so you know.

14 MR. VERNER:  Ckay.

15 M5. SI MMONS: We did have one ot her

16 question. So is there an approach, a regional

17 approach, national approach for what's going to be
18 done for stocks with end season nonitoring and

19 payback nmeasures, accountability nmeasures that are
20 | argel y managed by the recreational sector and

21 really rely on this APAIS information? Is it

22 going to be largely left up to the region to
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1 deci de how that's handl ed and cone up with

2 predi ctions based on the effort and previous

3 catch, or is there a process you see nationally

4 t hat has been placed for that?

5 MR. VERNER: Yeah. Great question. You
6 know, | think ny best answer is we're sorting that
7 out now. | nean and, you know, the way data

8 presents its own chall enge just because of all the
9 t hi ngs you just nentioned, you know, getting that,
10 I"'mtrying to see where we were here. You know

11 the effort part is relatively straightforward |ike
12 | said, but relatively m ninmuminpact, but the

13 catch data | think every region and every fishery

14 has a challenge with it. And this is where we're

15 spending a lot of our tine.

16 And so |'m not picking on your question,
17 what I'mtrying to say is we're trying a nunber of
18 options to try to see which one would work out

19 better because it m ght depend, you know, whet her

20 it's (inaudible) subm ssion or the data

21 i mputation. And so we want to understand what

22 data we have first and what nethod works best for
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providing that input, or that output, you know, to
answer your questi on.

W're in the mdst of resolving all of
that right now wth help from everybody.

M5. SI MMONS: Thank you.

MR, FRAZIER (Il naudible) G sco. Tom
(I naudi bl e) the catch estimtes, you know, and
this highlights both to Carrie's question and John
Carm chael's question. The uncertainty
surroundi ng those estimtes may be so great, you
know, when you finally get themin 2021, that we
won't be able to (inaudible) payback or carry
forward; is that right? | guess at what |evel of
uncertainty would you say that's not a
possibility?

MR VWERNER: Can | al so get back to you
on that? Because you're asking very specific
nunbers and in terns of what those estinmates and
uncertainty levels are going to be. So | think
these are all valid questions, but it is probably
best to have, you know, sone of the fol ks actually

gi ve us that understanding of where we are
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relative to being able to say sonething. So |'m
sorry to say |I'lIl get back to you, but | prefer to
get back to you at |least with a better answer than
the one | can give you right now

MR. SOLIAI: |If there are no nore
gquestions fromthe Qulf Council we'll nove on to
t he Cari bbean.

MR. HANKE: Thank you very nuch. Thank
you, Cisco, for the presentation. M question is
alittle lighter so it's easier to answer.

About the sail drone, is there any
chance they will be dispatched to the Cari bbean or
a | arge research done by sone scientists here and
(i naudi bl €) using the drone for those purposes.
That's ny question.

MR. VWVERNER: Sorry, you broke up a
little bit. Sorry. So was the question having to
do with drones, did | get that right?

MR. HANKE: Yes. The sailing drones, if
that's the correct nane. They're plans to use
themin the Cari bbean, especially for to identify

new organi zation area and to nonitor already
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(i naudi bl e) areas.

MR. WVERNER: | should think not that I
know of . The sail drones, you know, | believe
you' re tal king about research and such may be
chal  enged in sone ways because of the proximty
of the fish to the bottom So if we're talking
about aggregation for the nore-near surface, that
could be possible, or md (inaudible). As | said,
' mnot aware of Al aska planning, by that | nean
are centrally supplying sail drones for that
purpose. But if there is, it's an ongoing effort,
by email 1'd be interested in knowing a little bit
nore about it.

MR. HANKE: Thank you very nuch. Thank

you.

MR VWVERNER: All right. Thank you.

MR. SCLIAI: Thank you. Pacific
Counci | .

MR. TRACY: Ckay. | want to follow up a
little bit on Marcos' coment there. | was just

going to ask if there are plans for expanding the

sail drone fleet. You know on the west coast
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t hey' ve been collecting data, |I think they got a
pretty good use in the Bering Sea this past year
so is any of the savings going toward investing in
expanding the fleet?

And then nmaybe just anot her question
while | had it in mnd. Under the 16 days
cl eani ng cadence, will you be utilizing either
sail drones or charter vessels to sort of augnent
that tinme, you know, they're not capable of doing
everything but they nust be capabl e of doing sone
of it, so wll you be utilizing that (inaudible).

MR VWVERNER: Wth regard to the sail
drones on the west coast, our intent was actually
to use themthis year, and we were hoping to
| aunch themto do a West Coast survey naybe a
nonth or two after the launch to the Bering. And
what happened was the southern south got caught up
i n not being able to deploy the sail drones
because of their own supply chain or, you know,
had problens. And so the plan there we woul d have
actual ly, you know, hundreds of projects and was

ready to go and then sail drone said, sorry, we
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can't get the sail drones out this year. And they
said that they would be able to do it in '21. It
was sonet hi ng, you know, | think was part of the

| earni ng curve that everybody had to go through
with the COVID situation.

Wth regard to the 45/ 16 cadence and the
gaps that mght result, we're working on that.
We're working on a nunber of things. One is the
use of sail drones to fill those gaps so that, you
know, if the shipper is out or in dock for 16 days
that the serving quote continues and then the ship
pi cks up, you know, where the sail drone left.

Anot her option is to try to see how we can use the
two ships, the Al aska and the Shanara, in a way

t hat maybe we can schedule it so that we stagger,
one is in the 16 day in port and the other one
goes out. And so this is sonething that |'ve
asked our science and the directors to consider.
How coul d we use the two NOAA vessels to mnimze
any gap in the 16 day in ports?

And then the |ast part would be when the

| ndustry, it's always been sonething we wanted to
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do and we want to do this year with this CPS, the
coastal projects, that was part of, you know, what
we're going to work with folks in this area on the
west coast. But they were going to do sone of the
sanpling either near shore or in other areas, and
it couldn't work out. And so they, you know,
working wth industries is always sonet hing that
we can try to do during the Wst Coast surveys.
It's sonething that we have found successful in
the past and so we certainly could see continue
doing it in the future.

So the answer is (inaudible) questions
in terns of how we're going to nake this happen
again to mnimze any gaps and ensure continuity.

MR. TRACY: That's a very good answer.
Thank you.

MR. WERNER: Thank you.

MR, SCLIAI: Al right. Thank you.
North Pacific.

MR WTHERELL: M/ Vice Chair, Bill
Tweit, has sone comments and questions.

VR. TWEI T: H, Csco, Bill Tweit here.
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Thank you so much for the presentati on, appreciate
what you've been struggling with to try to begin
oper ati ons agai n.

As you know, we sort of do keenly feel
the lack of surveys this year in the Bering Sea
and the aulf, and we'll be grappling, the sea and
the council will be grappling with that this fal
as we begin to put together specs.

One of several consequences of that is
to be felt particularly in crab where, as you
know, we're at a | ow point in several of the crab
popul ations. And |oss of the survey wll
definitely, it's already clear, wll further
i ncrease the size of the uncertainty by way of we
have to put around that there are already | ow crab
popul ation estimtes. And so we're already seeing
sort of a real tinme ramfications of not having
t hose surveys.

| understand why they didn't, this isn't
a criticismper se of what we have to do in order
to get through 2020, just to let you know that as

we see it really does have real inpacts to our
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ability to manage. |'msure we'll be uncovering
nore as we work through the ground fish specks
process.

| was listening very carefully to your
presentation, it's obviously nore hopeful for next
year, as | would expect. W're all |earning how
to adapt to the pandem c and begin to conduct
business. But I'mstill | think struggling wth
timng. A lot of those decisions have to be nade
over the next couple of nonths. And what | wasn't
really hearing in your presentation was how t hose
deci sions were going to get nmade in a tinely
enough fashion to begin to get sone of the
i nformation that, you know, otherwise the GQulf is
just going to get w der.

So do you have a sense of the tinefrane
for decisions regarding what type of platforns can
be used for 2020, for sone of these major surveys?
2020 is a big year for us, particularly given how
much we lost in 2019. WII we know enough in tine
to be able to really comment on it at our Decenber

neeting is | think is ny ultimte question? WII
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we have enough concrete know edge of the agency's
pl ans for the 2021 season by our Decenber, 2020
meeting for us to weigh in?

MR. WERNER: Yeah, no, thanks, Bill.
Great questions, and, you know, these are the
things that |'ve been working on very, very
closely with Bob Foy (phonetic).

In terns of we have sone of the surveys,
bi g, big surveys that will have to go out | think
are January to Al aska and then, you know, goes
into the Bering and others. W are al so begi nning
to work on preparing for those schedules, | nean
for those surveys. | nean all the staging that
has to happen and peopl e going back to the |ab and
such. W have worked with OVAO on ensuring that
the vessels will go out and in any kind of dry
dock that needed to happen is being accel erated,
if you wll, or at least used to the left in terns
of when ships going into dry dock so that they're
ready for next year.

We forward funded sone of the charters

when possible. W have lots of work internally,

Ander son Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- www. ander sonreporting. net



9/ 23/ 20 NOAA Fi sheries Council Coordination Comrittee Page: 125

1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

you know, with his staff to ensure that the
schedule, if you will, lined up of who can go when
and whether they wll go.

And then we al so have worked on this
45/ 16 cadence, you know. It is sonething new, we
understand we need to work with it. And | said,
there are also particulars they feel that they
have worked out. Wile there m ght be sone inpact
in ternms of the nunber of days in port with the
required, we will still be able to conduct the
surveys.

And we are of course watchful in terns
of what the ocean conditions m ght be, you know,
what happens in the Northern Bering in the com ng
depl oynent that would require going up there,
depending on the kind of ice year it is, is
anot her concern that they nmay be | ooking at.

So our plan, and again, and in working
with Bob is we are learning and we don't see any
reason why we would not be able to process the
surveys that we were not able to do this year. W

have tal ked to our colleagues internally, we have
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tal ked to, you know, our staff internally, we have
tal ked to, you know, the vessel partners, and so |
think that in answer to your question about what
happens in Decenber 2020, unless sonething really
unexpect ed happens, you will probably hear that
we're ready to hit that survey, | think it's set
in January, |late January when they start going out
in the Gulf of Al aska and such.

So our intent is to have a full survey
unit next year.

MR TWEIT:. Www That's (inaudible). |
wasn't prepared to hear quite that optim st
prognoses given all the challenges that you've
been facing. But certainly given the changes
we're seeing in the Bering Sea right now, the eco
systemlevel, that is great news to be hearing.

So thank you, and we will thank Bob when we hear
from him

MR. VWVERNER: Yeah. And |ike | say,
there was highly, you know, there's a
prioritization of what's inportant, you know,

we'll be out posting sonething that we will share
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in terns of, you know, the stocks that m ght be in
nost need of assessnent or data collection. All
of that will be folded in there. But we're
starting at the beginning in sone sense, we really
need to go back and see what happens, so to speak,
you know, to nmake sure that the gear, that
everything is calibrated, etcetera. So it is
sonething that we're working on right now. | nean
so we're already working in preparation for that.

MR. TWEIT: Mich appreciated, G sco,
t hank you.

MR. VWVERNER: Thank you.

MR. SCLIAlI: Thank you. Mbving on
Western Pacific.

M5. SIMONDS: Thank you, M. Chairnman.
W would just like to echo what other councils
have recommended about using sail drones. W were
to have a habitat survey this year for the
Mari anas, so obviously that was cancelled. And
next year a habitat survey is supposed to be done
for American Sanba. And we'd |ike to see those

habi tat surveys done as soon as possi bl e because
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1 that's the other part of our issues wth (audio

2 skip). Yeah, we have catch issues and then we

3 have habitat issues, so however, you know, C sco

4 and conpany can use the sail drones if their white
5 ships aren't avail abl e next year.

6 Thank you.

7 MR, SCLIAlI: Thanks, Kitty. Any other

8 foll ow up comments from anyone?

9 MR. WATAMURA: Hi, this is Ed Watanur a,
10 Vice Chair, Hawaii. (Ilnaudible), G sco, thanks for
11 your presentation.

12 MR. VWVERNER: Thank you.

13 MR. WATAMURA: As you recorded (audio

14 ski p) data and nonitoring have been stym ed by the
15 threat of covid- 19. However, we are still noving
16 forward with data collection fromthe fishernen.

17 Especially the bottom fishernen in American Sanoa.
18 The data collection fromthemis critical as the
19 result of the nost recent bottom fish stock

20 assessnent reflects a poor data situation. Due to
21 the small nunber of fishernmen in the fishery, the
22 data shoul d be acquired directly fromthe
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fishermen rather than fromcreel survey
expansi ons.

The Western Pacific Council has
| npl enented a Smart phone app called "Catch it
| og-in" to nove in this direction. The efforts on
training the fishernen and extending the effort to
all non-comercial fishernmen in this fishery is
novi ng forward, and we are seeking additional
support fromthemfor this electronic recording
effort.

The use of apps is an evolution as the
consequence of COVID and needs to be pronoted
according. It is the ultimate in soci al
di stanci ng. Thanks.

MR. MAYCOCK: Thanks, great point. The
devel opnent of bottom fish survey, the B Fish as
we call it, is really a success story, you know,
and done in collaboration with the fishernen and
the fishing industry. So that's sonething that
we're actually quite excited to see.

The matter of the Smartphones and such,

wi t hi n MAFAC, which is, you know, sonething that
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Paul tal ked about earlier, there is a commttee
that is | ooking at the Smartphone usage. It is
certainly an inportant and useful tool as |Iong as
we know what it's neasuring. So we need to be
sure that it's used properly, that people report,
you know, they report all they need to report.
And sone of those biases that we need to work out
are sone of the things that we're working on. But
| agree with you, once we work out and perhaps
have a full conversation with the fol ks using the
apps and they cone to sone understandi ng of naking
sure that they use it right, not just when they
catch sonething or they don't catch sonething, we
need all the data. | agree with you, it wll be
sonething that wll be very helpful. And as you
say, the ultimte social distancing because, you
know, that woul d worKk.

W still need sone checking, we still
need sone calibration. So when people cone to
shore we can readily report to that, let's see if
you really caught that, nmaybe you nade a m st ake,

it was a lung fish, etcetera, and, you know, you
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msidentified it or sonething. But it is
sonething that we're working on with MAFAC, within
our offices, and | can certainly see that

devel opi ng quite positively.

MR. SCLIAI: ay. Thanks, Ed. Are
there any further questions or coonments? |f not,
we are behind schedul e about 40 m nutes, and we'l|
take a 15 mnute recess based on that. W'l|
break for 15 mnutes. It is 2:00 ny tine, that
woul d make it 4:00 p.m Eastern Tine. So we'll
reconvene in 15 m nutes.

( Recess)

MR, SCLIAI: Al right folks I think we
are ready to restart. Before we continue on with
our agenda. | just want to ask for those of you
who need to nmake comments, public comments will
cone up at 5 pmeastern tinme on our agenda. So |
amnot sure if you are aware of the tinme in
eastern tinme (audio skip) to two mnutes, | think.
Two m nutes for public comments. Al right so.

W are just going start in about another two

m nutes we have to wait for (inaudible) to get
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back online. So we will give another one or two
m nut es extension on the break before we start.

All right we are ready to start. W
w Il pick up where we left off. Agenda item
nunber 3. The Rul e on Council Menber Financi al
Di scl osure and Recusal, so | turn the floor over
to Adam and Bri an.

MR. | SSENBERG  Thank you M. Chair, |
hope everybody can hear ne okay. | amgoing to
keep ny remarks relatively brief and hope to
contribute to getting us back on schedule. | as
fol ks probably know at this point the final rule
on recusal s was published just under two weeks ago
on Septenber 11th. And becones effective in just
over two weeks on Cctober 14th. The rule deals
Wth three primary issues. One is clarifying how
an agency and designated officials will apply the
cl ose causal |ink |anguage in the statutory
provi sion. The second is, addressing how we w ||
attribute financial interests. And the third is
i npl ementing a requirenent for regional

procedures. The rule is |argely unchanged from
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t he proposed wth one exception which is that in
response to comments and in response to sone of

t he di scussions we've had in this open public
forum We did change the approach to attributing
di rect ownership where before we had a 50 percent
cutoff such that if soneone earned nore than 50
percent of the subsidiary they were, they were
attributed. Wat was subsidiary, if they earned
nore than 50 percent of an entrust in another
entity. They were attributed 100 percent of that
entity and if they owned | ess than 50 percent they
were attributed a proportioned share. So what did
make that a straight proportional approach? But
other than that the rule is essentially the sane
as it was, when it was proposed it is essentially
the sane as it was when we've tal ked about it
previously. The next steps for the agency are
that we are going to begin devel opnment of the
regi onal procedures and revising the policy
directive that governs inplenentation of the work
community provisions. W are collecting our

wor ki ng group and we are going to get started on
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that and then the other thing that we wll be
doing to the extent of the individual councils
wth Iike presentations on the final rule. W are
happy to provide those. The regional attorneys
wi || provide those for your individual councils
and just let them know that you would |i ke to have
t hem do t hat.

| am happy to answer any questions. |
am going to say at the outset, that at this point
| amgoing to largely leave it to the regional
attorneys to address the inplenentation of the
rule. | know that we didn't necessarily nake al
of the changes that were requested. The
expl anation for those changes is in the final rule
I n response to comments. | amnot going to
el aborate on these responses, |I'mgoing to let the
rule speak for itself. And to the extent there
were questions as to howit will apply to specific
situations. | think that that really ought to be
answered by the regional attorneys who are goi ng
to be the ones dealing with the fact specific

| npl enentation of the rule. So wth that, M.
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Chairman | am happy to entertain any comments or
take any questions.
MR, SCLIAlI: Thank you Adam We wil |

open up for questions or coments for North

Atl anti c.
Anyone fromthe Md- Atlantic.
MR. MOORE: Thank you M. Chairnan,
t hanks Adam for the presentation. | have nothing

to add at this point, thanks.

MR, SCLIAI: ay, South Atlantic.

MR. CARM CHAEL: Just thank you for the
update, nothing to add.

MR. SCLIAI: North Council.

M5. SIMVONS. Yes, sane here. Thank you
M. Chair.

MR. SOLIAlI: Pacific?

MR GORELNI K:  No Comment.

MR, SCLIAI: Pacific Council? You have
not hi ng nore Pacific?

MR. WTHERELL: Yes, Adam and Chris and
everyone who worked on this. | just want to

express ny appreciation on your addressing this
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1 satisfactory. W appreciate you having the
2 proportional attribution for us all with the

3 ownership. And | think that reflects the

4 ownership types that are here in Alaska. So |

5 definitely appreciate that change. Relative to

6 the policy directive that you are revising, wll

7 the councils have the opportunity to see that?

8 MR. SOLIAI: Yes, we will circulate that
9 with the councils and then al so regi onal

10 procedures we will include for the councils as

11 wel | .

12 MR WTHEELL: Geat and | wll tell you
13 t hat Laurence Fogel, from our region has already
14 offered to provide to council presentation on this
15 and we appreciate that as well. | don't have any
16 ot her questions but perhaps ny chairnman Sinon

17 Ki neen who is on the |ine.

18 MR, KINNEEN: Thank you Dave. No

19 guestions here, again this is Sinon Kinneen, North
20 Pacific Council. | just wanted to add and ny

21 thanks that | gave to Chris and thank you Adam for
22 taking ours into account. |It's been a |ong
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di scussion and certainly a long tinme com ng and we
certainly appreciate your response.

MR. SOLI Al: Thank you.

MR OLIVER M. Chairman, Chris here.

If | could make a comment as well. | just want to
express ny kudos and thanks to Adam and his team
and the other fol ks that otherw se worked on this.
It's been a high priority for nme when | got here
three years ago. | can renenber ny previous
position witing at | east one or two or three

| etters to the agency expressing concerns with the
rules that were being inplenented and so |I'mgl ad
we are able to get this one over the finish |line.
And agai n thanks to Adam and his team and

ever ybody who worked on it, thank you.

MR | SSENBERG  Thanks.

MR, SCLIAI: Wstern Pacific. | have a
brief comment to nmake. Thank you Adam for the
description of the published ruling. And in
contrast to what the Chair said we are not at the
finish line because of the issues that (audio

ski p)
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Any ot hers?

MR. OLI VER Yeah one | ast comrent, |
did not intentionally nmean to overl ook the fact
that not all of the concerns that have been raised
wherein fact addressed. Cbviously the primry
concern that sonme of the pacific get underscoring
that sonme of yours did not. | don't know if
anyone has a response to that specific.

M5. SIMMONDS: | have a comment for
Adam So Adam when do you think these procedures
wi Il be ready for the general councils in the
regions to work with the councils. W did ask our
GC representatives to review this wth our council
| ast week in our neeting. And he said that he had
to wait for your roll out. So I hope it happens
before our Decenber neeting. |I'mjust trying to
get a sense of timng.

MR. SOLIAI: So Kitty is what you are
asking is not about the regional procedures that
are required by the rule but rather the
presentation on the others' remarks. So by

Decenber they should be ready to present out
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there. This year with the last council neeting it
m ght have been the timng of the [ittle things.
The fact that we were not exactly sure when it was
going to be published. So | think that was
probably the issue there. And just to follow up
on Archie's cooment as | said | nean | do
understand that we have not addressed all of the
concerns and I amjust going to let the rules
speak for itself. I'mgoing to say because this
s what the rule says that | think on that
particular issue ny hands are tied by the statutes
and we were basically stuck. So that's as far |
think as | can go in commenting on that and then
"Il just refer you back to the response to the
conment .

M5. SI MMONDS: Right because we did
review that. And | think that this one sentence
has that is an affected individual may not vote on
a council decision that would have a significant
and predictable effect on the financial interest
of either the enployer or the enployee. And

that's where the lawers cone in to review things
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to see whether or not it is a significant or
predi ctable affect. Because we don't think that
you have a significant or predictable effect on
potential interest of his or their enployer.
Because the only thing is that in sonme years, |ike
one year we had three council neetings and Archie
couldn't go to any of them he had to recuse
hi mself. So anyway, thank you guys very nuch for
offering this to discuss this. W will see because
we do understand that if the individual disagrees
with the determ nations by GCS, there are avenues
that that person can take right?

M. | SSENBERG R ght the regul ations
did provide for an appeal procedure and the appeal
s to the NOAA General Counsel rather than the
designated official. And within the OGC | think
we have explained this in the past we do have
procedures to ensure that it is truly a fresh | ook
at the issue in terns of the appeal in any given
case. That would not be a procedure to address
any concerns about the rule as a whole; it's just

to address a particul ar recusal determ nati on.
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1 M5. SIMMONDS: Right, | just wanted to
2 have that out there so thank you guys very nuch.
3 MR. | SSENBERG  Yeah.

4 MR, SCLIAI: Al right thank you Adam

5 thank you Chris. |If nothing further, any other

6 comments from anyone on this. |If not we wll nove
7 on to agenda itemnunber 4. 1'Ill turn it over to
8 Steve, Katie and Amari an.

9 MR. LEATHERY: Thank you this is Steve
10 Leat hery speaking. | amthe National

11 Environnmental Act Policy coordinator. Can

12 everyone hear ne okay?

13 MR SOLIAl: Yes we can.

14 MR. LEATHERY: Thank you very nmuch. So
15 | am here today to discuss the new NEPA regul ati on
16 | ssued by the Council of Environnental Quality

17 very recently. It cane out on the 14th of

18 Septenber. So, we have a brief powerpoint

19 presentation. |'mgoing to kind of |ead the

20 presentation and turn it over to Katie Renshaw for
21 the second slide not quite yet. And Katie is wth
22 t he Environnental Review and Coordi nation Section
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1 of NOAA CGeneral Counsel. So this is ny

2 I ntroductory slide. I'"'mgoing to let Katie talk

3 about what she's done at the NOAA [ evel as the

4 NOAA NEPA Coordinator. And then I'll talk about

5 what we are doing in NMS and our proposal for what
6 we woul d think would be a good way to engage on

7 this issue with the councils noving forward. So |
8 guess now, if she is available, I'lIl turn this

9 over to Katie Renshaw to tal k about the next

10 slide. 1s that okay Katie?

11 M5. RENSHAW Yes great thank you Steve.
12 Morgan, could you go to the next slide please?

13 And as Keith said thank you again for

14 having ne to speak to you all. M nane is Katie
15 Renshaw, I'min the office of the General Counci
16 and | serve as NOAA' s NEPA coordi nator.

17 So ny focus is primarily on, as Steve

18 suggested, the NOAA w de conpliance with these new
19 regul ations and transitioning to those procedures

20 and then giving support to NMPF as they go through
21 their version of that. So | wanted to provi de an

22 update. | know we have spoken at the |ast couple
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of neetings about the new regul ati ons and update
to where we are in inplenentations. As Steve said
the regulations that were issued in July went into
effect on Septenber 14th. So to assist wth NOAA' s
NEPA practitioners and decision makers. My office
| ssued interimguidance that cane out on the 14th
to address, as it says, imredi ate questions

| npl enentation. These are the pressing questions
about what rules to apply, how to determne if an
action falls under the previous regul ati ons and
the new regqulations. Gve them sone very high

| evel interpretations that were potential causing
hol dups in noving forward. W created a waiver
process which would all ow under the new

regul ations to address challenges with time limts
and page limts where there are conflicts. So
under the regul ati ons agenci es kind of have two
approaches to deal with conflicts fromtine
intermttent. One is to address the agency NEPA
procedures which is kind of a |longer term process.
The other, the agencies were directed to designate

a senior agency official at the Assistant
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1 Secretary or higher who could on an address | ooks
2 |ike a quest for a tine and page limts. So on

3 August 31st NOAA at the appointnent of the

4 Secretary of Oceans and Commerce which is

5 currently held by Rear Adm ral GGall audet as NOAA

6 seni or agency official. So the interim guidance

7 we created a process by which he can waive tine

8 and pay as necessary while we are able to address
9 conflicts in a nore long termfashion. (audio

10 skip) officials are going to require agency action
11 either at a NOAA level or at ny office level in

12 order to be inplenmented. W are still |ooking at
13 addi ti onal short term gui dance on key provisions
14 of the reqgulations that people are grappling with
15 now and want to kind of pursue. And in particular
16 we are |ooking at how they put together all of the
17 various parts of the regulations and tal k about

18 particul ar procedures or functional cores so that

19 NOAA practitioners are healthy and they need to

20 t hi nk about that in the sane franeworKk.
21 W are also still undergoing our
22 internal audit to determ ne what changes wll need
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to be made to NOAA NEPA procedures which are
currently NOAA adm nistrative order 2166A and its
conpani on manual so we are doing an audit of those
docunents to figure out how nmuch of a change wl|
need to be done to nmake those consistent with the
new regulations. And if we want to do anyt hi ng

el se to nodify those procedures. That w ||

cul Mmnate and (audi o skip) and in consultation
with CEQto prepare those provisions which we are
required to propose wthin one year of Septenber
14th. So that process is well underway or
engagi ng with the National Fishery Service through
t he non NEPA wor ki ng group.

And with that | think it's a good
transition to tal k about what you all are doing
St eve.

MR. LEATHERY: Thank you very nuch
Katie. Could we nove the slide to the next one
Mor gan, thank you.

So, like Katie said, there are a nunber
of pieces of this that we are |ooking at and |

have two slides. This is our short term one year
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termconpliance that we are working on. And in
the next slide I'll talk about the |longer term

So in the one year term Katie put out
gui dance recently across NOAA, we are | ooking at
that to devel op new specific guidance. Especially
for Magnuson actions. W are working with the
regi onal NEPA coordinators that are in each of the
newest regi ons and NOAA CGeneral Counsel and in
this initiative right now

The chal | enge with Magnuson actions in
MSA and NEPA is we integrated two different
statutory requirenments into one. And our existing
NEPA procedures are conbi ned with Magnuson and
it's not easy to say where does Magnuson starts
and where does NEPA begins. Because they are
I nt egrat ed docunents and the process, we used the
counsel's process, as part of the NEPA process.
So over the short termwe want to get away from
having tinme limts that nay be restricted
especially related to council neeting schedul es
and ot her things. That |eaping out and thinking

of the tinme requirenents and timng requirenents
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Is not sinple and straightforward. So it's
sonething we need to work on so that's why we'd
| i ke to have at | east over the near termthe
ability to request waivers and work with Katie and
our NEPA team headquarters and regi onal.

Next slide please. W have had
di scussions with Sam and Chris about this
proposal. And what we believe is the best
approach for the council in process for Magnuson
and the NEPA process, is to forma working group
within NMPFs that woul d be regi onal and
headquarters, NEPA people, general counsel and
especially strong representati on by sustai nable
fisheries in regional general counsel who work
with the councils on a day to day and regul ar
basis. So on that internal working group, and the
guestion today do we want posed to the CCC is how
woul d you |like to engage with this working group
because we have a relatively aggressive schedul e
to do this within a year. And given the council
nmeeting schedule, it's hard to think up. The

other issue is that last bullet, when we really
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start rule nmaking, you know proposed rul emaki ng.
We woul d have chal | enges of FACA issues and ex
parte communi cation so we are thinking to invite
the CCC to consider whether it could forma sub
group to work with us outside of the CCC neeting
schedule. And there is present in the past ever
since the 2007-2006 Magnuson revisions which gave
us 304 i provision or revised updated Magnuson and
NEPA procedures. W've worked on this a good
ampunt, it's been very successful and we have had
an extrenely, we collectively, the councils and
Nat i onal Fi sheries Service. Have had a very
positive litigation history over the past ten to
fifteen years. W want billable in that history,
nmenori ali ze our best practices and get whatever
savi ngs and benefits we can regulate. The new
NEPA regul ations informa NWMPF specific regul ation
for Magnuson that we think would get us the nost
gain for efficiency and be a very legally

def ensi bl e approach to this. And CDQ has
expressed support for that while during the rule

maki ng because of the very unique nature of the
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Magnuson Stevens process in how we have integrated
NEPA into it. So, that's really the request, we
are happy to discuss this today. And what we
really want to hear fromthe CCCis how would you
|i ke to engage with us as we enbark on this kind
of rul e making process over the next year.

Next slide please. This is just a very
generalized first approach at what that process
m ght [ ook |ike and whether if we could, if there
was an agreenent to forma workgroup and form a
wor kshop. We would want to do it soon enough in
this process to neaningfully engage, |ook at
what's working, |ook at chall enges, what do we
need to fix. And then after that start kind of
our rule making and strong end stuff. So it's just
| aid out there's a generalized proposed approach
you know that kind of conceptual approach. And
the next slide is the nore questions and
di scussion slide. So, Marian Mac Pherson and |
have worked on this together with councils and CCC
in the past for many years. Marian is working

Wth us again. Marian is here in case you know i f
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necessary hel p answer questions or is part of the
di scussion. Marian if you want to say anythi ng
now, feel free but if you don't have anything to
add that's fine we can just open it up for
guestions and di scussi ons.

M5. MAC PHERSON:. Yes, thanks Steve, |
just wanted to say hello to everybody and am

| ooking forward to working on this project again.

Thanks.

MR. LEATHERY: And that's all fromne
for now. | am happy to take questions and di scuss
t hem

MR. NEI'S: Thank you M. Chair. Thank
you for the presentation Steve. | open, of

course, wWth support in participating in sone type
of wor kgroup, whatever the other councils think is
the appropriate way to go, we wll go along wth.

| do have a question in the tineline you put out.

| didn't ook at the presentation too closely but

| don't believe | saw the words functi onal

equi valence in the tineline. |I|s that considered

to be a part of this effort that's going to take
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pl ace by the Septenber 20, 2021 or are you | ooking
at that as a follow on?

VR, LEATHERY: W woul d | ook at that
during that process and try and utilize functional
equi val ence to the extent possible under the new
regul ations. So, Magnuson is not functionally
equi val ent to NEPA, the way we have devel oped our
coll ective process to utilize NEPA during the
Magnuson process that is our state practice that
Is very defensible. W want to use rul e nmaking
and lay that out and map that out and clarify how
t hat woul d work and how that woul d satisfy NEPA
requirenents. SO let ne pause and see if you have
a follow up with that.

MR OLIVER Can | follow up? This is
Chris here, I'lIl follow up with Steve. You al
know t his has been an i ssue near and dear to ny
heart NEPA for many nmany years and it | ooks |ike
we may have anot her opportunity to get towards
that functional equivalency thing and so | think
that totally why its inperative that we do that

and t hroughout the core coordination coll aboration
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with the council representation fromthe CCC |
know | participated in a simlar work group with
Dan (I naudi bl e) and others back in tinme working on
that as to go the fixed authorization. And we may
have anot her opportunity here to achi eve sonething
like that. And so |I'mready to (audio skip). But
| certainly want to nake sure that through
what ever nechani smthat they decide we will nake
sure the councils are involved.

MR NEIS: | don't have any further
gquestions M. Chair. Thanks Chris and Steve.

MR SCLIAI: Al right we will npove on
to the Md Atlantic.

MR. MOORE: Thank you M. Chair. H
Steve. Just supporting the guys |ike Tom woul d
support before sone of the workgroup stuff. |
have nothing else to add at this point. Thanks.

MR, SCLIAI: Al right, South Atlantic.

MR. CARM CHAEL: Yeah, thanks so we are
just in support to the guys and do the equival ency
| ssues so we can keep things noving.

M5. SIMVMONS: Yes, thank you M. Chair.
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H Steve. H Marian. Just a quick question, you
may have said this and | perhaps mssed it in the
presentation. The purpose of the workshop, at the
end of the year, is to get CEQ involved. Could
you rem nd nme again what the main purpose of that
| S?

MR. LEATHERY: It's to engage with the
counci |l s and have col |l aborati on about how we
shoul d proceed before we really start rul e nmaking.
Once we, before we nove into rulemaking it's nore
chal | engi ng to engage i n neani ngful discussion
with the councils. So it's kind of trying to
front load that process to address FACCA and
regul atory requirenents. |It's really our proposal

of how to best engage wwth the CCCin a tinely

manner .
M5. SI MMONS: Ckay thank you.
MR, SCLIAI: Al right. Caribbean?
MR. HANKE: Nope | don't at this tine,
t hank you.

MR, SCLIAlI: ay, Pacific Council?

MR. TRACY: Yes. |'ve got a couple
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1 questions. So, nowwith the, |I guess in terns of

2 how t he council, councils engage in this process

3 and just wondering about the nodel sort of I|ike

4 t he national standard one workgroups. | ncluded

5 council staff, for exanple, on themif that, if

6 sonething like that is workabl e nodel ed? As

7 opposed to having, sort of keeping the council

8 group; | think what was | saw on the slide

9 presentation under the question, do we want to

10 have our own group, then sort of sonehow interface
11 with the group? |s there an option to do

12 sonething nore where we're all together a little
13 bit nore?

14 MR. LEATHERY: | would also ask for

15 others to follow up on this. | don't know exactly
16 the process and how long it took for the other

17 process that you are referring to. |'mnot as

18 famliar wwth that. W're chall enged here because
19 of an aggressive tineline and your need to finish
20 up by Septenber a year from now and backi ng that
21 up and all of that. And so in a discussion with
22 Sam and Chris and attorneys was this kind of
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proposal seened |ike the best process. Sam do
you have any thoughts on that or others? Again, |
am not as famliar with what was used in the
ot her process.

MR. RAUCH. Yes, M. Chairman with your
perm ssion this is Sam Rauch. | think the
di fference between the two is the national
standard on workgroups is not designed to lead to
a regulatory change. This we are contenplating
regul ations so we can rely on (inaudible) and
there is a point in the regulatory process we
think gets nore formalized. It is very different
I f you are tal king about how we are going to
informal ly inplenent the regul ation that has just
been issued. There is a lot nore flexibility to
work in coordinating with the council who helps to
work with the council on a great deal on things
like that. But this is a national regul ation.
There may be other nodels, this is a nodel that we
used last tine which is why we use, Chris is on
that group. | think it works well, | don't think

it's not all that different in ternms of getting
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your input at the outset. W intend to try to, we
are | ooking for ways to get council input and to
work closely with them But we are m ndful at
sone point that it becones a NWFs regul ati on and
it beconmes, there are sone issues with that. But
that's the two differences between the two nodel s.
W have nore flexibility when we are not talking
about devel opi ng a regul ati on.

MR. TRACY: Yeah, | guess, you know ny
concern would just be just you know and again,
just to get in early into the discussions and not
have to wait until the NMFS working group for
their recommendations to present to us.

MR. RAUCH. That's exactly why we want
to have this, all of this stuff before we start
writing anything.

MR. TRACY: | guess | would say that |I'm
pl eased to hear that functional equivalency is
part of this, | didn't expect that. | think the
| ast tinme we had an update there was sone tal ks
that it's not a requirenent of the new rule and so

that m ght cone later. After the requirenents
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gui dance and i npl enentati on gui dance for the
conponents that were conpleted so. |'mglad
because that is very inportant to us and the
sooner that gets integrated into this |I think the
better. So, | amvery happy to hear that. |
think that's all |'ve got for now.

MR. SOLI Al:  Thanks Chuck. W wll nove
on to North Pacific.

MR. W THERELL: Thanks Chuck, | have a
coupl e of questions. First, Katie nentioned
I nteri mgui dance, is that sonething you can share
with the councils? | don't believe we got it.

M5. RENSHAW | know it is with counci
staff, but it hasn't been shareable. It's an
| nternal docunent. So we would ask to not
broadcast but | think it is shareable.

MR WTHERELL: G eat we wll. The
second question | have is about the interim
wai vers. W are going to have probably a half a
dozen or so environnental assessnents acted on in
t he next Septenber, and you said 2021. And all of

those integrated docunents are going to exceed the
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page limts of seventy-five pages. So ny question
i's, should we be |ooking at, in this interim
period, breaking out the NEPA sections and not
havi ng an integrated anal ysis because we could
probably keep the NEPA part under 75 pages. And
then putting the rest of the appendi ces as
separ ate docunents or should we rely on getting
wai vers for every one of those?

MR. LEATHERY: Katie |l will start and
you can finish. So that's a good question, and
t hank you right we have had a | ot of recent
di scussion with the regional NEPA coordinators
about these kinds of nuts and bolts thing right?
We think during this interimperiod we want to
mai ntain a high degree of |legal defensibility and
we think it's better to try to kind of keep doing
what we have been doing a |lot |Iike we have been
doing it over this year period to maintain |egal
defensibility. And when asked in discussions with
Kati e about and di scussions Katie is having with
the Admral on the waiver issue; could we have a

bl anket wai ver potentially to cover all these
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actions or do we need to do it action by action.
And it gets to be really problematic doing it
action by action that's just too nuch

adm ni strative stuff. So, Katie's had recent

di al og, we've had di scussi on anongst the NEPA team
and OGC. And we are kind of |ooking a short tine
from now we hope to have a better read on that.

So, generally the nessage, | believe we want to
deliver, like for the interimis we should keep
trying to do things a lot Iike we are doing them
now and then we get sone nore guidance to you from
GM specific. But |let ne pause and let Katie
follow up if she has sonething else that she wants
to say.

M5. RENSHAW No, | think that becane a
rol e addressed over long term but below the |evel,
at the md level. | believe the regulations
referring to page commt. W have been raising
this concern with CQ at the outfit because we do
so nuch NEPAs as integrated. | do acknow edge
that a docunent could identify certain pages as

NEPA pages versus Magnuson pages. How to do that
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1 IS sonething that's probably going to have to be
2 addressed in kind of |ater guidance, but | don't
3 think if that were the approach you took you woul d
4 necessarily have to break those out to be a

5 conpl etely separate docunent.

6 MR. WTHERELL: Thank you. Just to

7 confirm | caught the discussion, but the

8 functional equival ence di scussion and

9 determination is going to be done between now and
10 May essentially and be part of that proposal that
11 gets published after that tine.

12 MR. LEATHERY: Yes, and again the idea
13 for rul emaki ng was to knock out everything we do
14 under Magnuson NEPA currently and figure out how
15 to map that to the new regul ati ons and sone of

16 that may be functional equival ent el enents.

17 QG hers do it by doing rul emaking we're saying |

18 agree and this is how!| amsatisfying the Iaw |ike
19 we are doing it now So we are definitely going
20 to address all the functional equivalents we can
21 gai n during one year proposed rul emaki ng peri od.
22 That's our intent, absolutely.
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MR. WTHERELL: | have no nore questions

M. Chail r nan.

MR SCLIAI: Al right thank you Western

Paci fi c.

M5. SIMONDS: Thank you M. Chairnman.
W would |ike to just echo all of the other
councils that we are pleased and noving forward

with this and there is going to be a workshop

where we can coll aborate. And our staff has been

working wth regional SF staff on this and so the

regional staff they have shared the interim
gui dance with our staff. So | amassumng it's
happening in other parts of the country, thank
you.

MR, SOLIAI: Kitty, thank you Kitty.
Any ot her comments from NVFS?

MR. LEATHERY: Nothing else fromne
t hank you very nuch.

MR. SCLIAI: Al right thank you Steve,
Kati e and Adam W will nove on to the
Legi sl ati ve Qutl ook. David?

MR. WHALEY: Thank you M. Chairman.
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Can everyone hear ne okay?

MR, SCLIAI: Yes we can hear you fine
t hank you.

MR, WHALEY: Ckay, I'll try to do this
as quickly as I can. First issue, for those of
you who don't know there is an el ection com ng up
in a couple of weeks. A presidential election,
one third of the Senate is up for election and
that includes 17 coastal seats and all 435 house
menbers are up for election so kind of a big
el ection. Just as aremnder, alittle bit of a
civics class here. Every congress is two years
long. We are at the tail end of 116th Congress.
We have about three nonths |eft of the congress
and then everything that has been done goes away.
The nmenory remains but all of the bills that have
been i ntroduced go away. All commttee hearings
are gone, we start over. So in January, January
3rd we will start a new Congress. It will take a
little while for commttee assignnents to be nade
for jurisdictions to be set for the Chairnman to be

elected. We won't be starting off very quickly in
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the new year but one thing's guaranteed there wll
be change. For those of you also who don't know,
currently the House is controlled by one party the
Senate is controlled by the other. They have
different priorities, they have different
constituencies and as a result we are not on the
sane page as Washington. Even in normal tines
there can be di sagreenents but because it's an

el ection year those di sagreenents can be

magni fied. On top of that, wth the death of
Justice G nsburg the Senate is even nore divided
on what to do in replacing the Justice so the rest
of the year is alittle bit in a flux. One of the
things that we tal ked about yesterday was the
continuing resolution. The current funding
appropriations cycle ends on Septenber 30th, just
about a week away. There is a continuing
resolution that has been negoti ated between the
House and the Senate and the Wiite House. It
actually passed the House |l ast night after we
talked. It will fund the Governnent through

Decenber 11th. So that neans when Congress w ||
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have to cone back after the election to continue
the appropriation cycle for fiscal year 21.
According to sone Senate contacts, the bill could
be taken up as early as tonorrow or it could be
pushed i nto next week. And to answer one of the
gquestions that | heard earlier, there does not
seemto be any interest by either party in
shutting down the governnent this year. On the
addi ti onal regular appropriations, the House has
passed 10 of the 12 appropriations bills. The
Senate, unfortunately, has not passed any. So
that's going to be an i ssue when Congress cones
back in the lanme duck after the election. The
rest of the Congress, as | have nentioned, is a
| ame duck. The House of Representatives is
schedul ed to go out on Cctober 2nd, but | have
heard runors that they m ght go out as early as
this Friday. And they may not cone back until
after the election. The Senate will stay in
session until the CR passes which | nentioned it
could be as early as tonorrow. And its likely

they will go out of session until after the
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el ection. Having said that, while the Senate w ||
not be in official session, the judiciary
commttee will probably be holding hearings on
t he new Suprene Court Justice. That vote w |
probably not take place until after the el ection
but the process for nomnating and voting on the
new Justice will be ongoing during the election
cycle. One of the issues we have tal ked about is
the COVID relief package. As everybody knows the
CARES act went through and had noney for fisheries
di sasters. W talked about that a little bit
earlier. The House in May passed a bill called
the HEROES Act. That included 100 mllion for
fisheries disasters. There was a bill that was
i ntroduced in the Senate that included 500 mllion
for fisheries disasters. That bill has not passed
the Senate. And I'mtold the |ikelihood of
passage of that bill is slim So, hopes for
another COVID relief package this year, | think is
unl i kel y.

Wrd of fisheries issues Magnuson

St evens act reauthorization, we tal ked about this
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alot. There is still only one bill in either the
House or the Senate that reauthorizes the Act.
That's the bill that was introduced by Congressnan
Young over a year ago. There has been no action
on the bill, and so | think it safe to say that we
w Il not see authorization this Congress. Having
said that, Congressman Huffman who is the chair of
t he House of Natural Resources conmmttee's water
oceans and wildlife subcommttee has been doing

| i steni ng sessions. He announced about a year and
a half ago that he wanted to do a |i stening
session in each of the council regions, or at

| east that was going to be his attenpt. He has
done seven |istening sessions, there were three
regions that he has not gotten to when COVID hit.
So those |istening sessions were put on hold
however, they just announced they were going to be
doi ng a New Engl and sessi on on Septenber 28th, so
| ess than a week away. |'Ill send out a note on
the link so you can watch. They have not finalized
the participant |ist for that |istening session

but | saw a draft |ist that had el even peopl e on
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1 it. So, it could be an interesting discussion.

2 So there are two regions that Chai rman Huf f man has
3 not visited. One is the Carribean and one is

4 Alaska. So if he is interested in doing a

5 | i stening session in each region, he has two nore
6 to go. Assumng he remains chair of the

7 subconmm ttee next Congress, these |istening

8 sessions wll probably serve as the basis for

9 what ever bill he m ght introduce. Having said

10 that, while these |istening sessions were going on
11 he has requested comments on his website. So if
12 you go to his website it's

13 Huf f man. house. gov/ nsa/ events, you can watch all of
14 the previous listening sessions. There is a link
15 where you can submt coments as well.

16 The other big issue that we have been

17 tracking is aquaculture. As | nentioned before

18 there is only one bill that has been introduced.
19 It was introduced in the house. Interestingly

20 enough it was introduced by a Congressman from

21 M nnesota, who is the chairman of the House

22 Agriculture. But it was not introduced by a
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coastal nenber so kind of interesting there.
Chai rman Whi cker had introduced a bill in the |ast
Congress. He has not reintroduced that although
he has nentioned it in one forumthat it was
immnent. So we are waiting to see what that is
going to be. The Senate Commerce conmittee did
hol d a hearing on aquaculture, so it's clearly an
I nterest of the chairman. But again, nothing
likely wll happen again during this Congress.
There are a couple of bills that | am
keepi ng an eye on, that could have a little bit of
action before the end of Congress. | nentioned
yest erday Congressman Sabl an shark finning bill in
t he House that has passed the House and is now
awai ting action in the Senate. Senator
Feinstein's drift net ban bill has passed the
Senate and awaiting action in the House. There
are a couple of bills that have had hearings and
have been nmarked up by the relevant commttees
that we could see action on. One is the Anerican
Fi sheries Advisory Conmttee act. And the other

I s the young fishermans devel opnent act. So it's
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1 possi bl e we could see action on one or both of

2 t hose before the end of the year. And with that

3 M. Chairman, | wll wap up wth any questions

4 you nmay have.

5 MR. SCLIAlI: Thank David. Very

6 i nformati ve and good so we appreciated that. Does
7 anyone have any comments or questions for David

8 Md Atlanti c.

9 MR. OLIVER  Thank you M. Chair, Hi
10 Dave. | have nothing to add at this point.

11 Thanks.

12 MR. CHARM CHAEL: Thank you, we

13 definitely do appreciate all of your insights and
14 efforts so thank you.

15 MR. WHALEY: Thanks.

16 MR. SOLIAI: @ulf Council.

17 M5. SIMMONS: Yes, Dave thank you for
18 t he report.

19 MR. SOLI Al: Thank You Carrie.

20 Carri bean.

21 MR. HANKE: No comment at this tine.
22 MR, SCLIAI: Pacific Council.
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MR. GORELNI K: Dave, Marc CGorelnik for
Paci fic Council, thanks for your report. |[|'ve
heard through the grapevine that there is draft
| egi slation floating around in the natural
resour ce; House natural resources commttee on the
topic of protecting 30 percent of oceans and | ands
by 2030. And I think an early draft had | anguage

al ong the lines of prohibiting extractive actions

in 30 percent of the EEZ. | amnot sure if that's
still alive. Have you heard anything about that
draft legislation and when or if that wll be

I nt roduced?

MR. WHALEY: Thanks Marc. | know t hat
has been an issue for sone of the environnental
NGOs. | haven't even seen the draft | anguage so
I"'ma little hesitant to comment on it. BU sone
of those groups are opposed to any extractive use.
Sone groups have tal ked about |ess restrictive
provisions. So | don't know what fol ks are
tal ki ng about at the resources conmmttee but |
haven't even seen a draft so | don't think they

are very far along the process yet.
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MR. GORELNI K:  Thanks very nuch.

MR, SCLIAI: Al right noving on to
Western Pacific.

M5. SIMONDS: Thank you M. Chairnan.
And thank you Dave. | received a letter fromny
friend Congressnman Ed Case of Hawaii who said
simlar things on Congress's limted ability to
neet this year. BUt he did invite us to send him
any thoughts and conments about while they are
wor ki ng on reauthorization of the act. 1'll be
sure to send this to our Lawer so he has it on
file that we were asked by our Congressman for
t houghts and comments on the authorization.

MR, SCLIAI: Thank you Kitty. Let's
nove back up to the west to the North Pacific.

MR. WTHERALL: | have no questions M.
Chai r man.

MR, SCLIAI: Gkay, Do you have anything
for either of the follow ups?

MR. RAUCH. Yes, M. Chairman, this is
Sam Rauch this out to Kitty and to others who

m ght be trying to take advantage of simlar
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I nvitations or the generic coment opportunity
of fered by Chairman Huffman. There are certain
things that are perfectly appropriate for the
councils to comment on and others that are not.
There's no need to go over that now, | just would
encourage you to consult with our |ocal general
counsel to nmake sure you don't cross that |ine,.

M5. SIMONDS: That's why | send all of
these insights to our GC. And then | get all of
the instructions.

MR RAUCH. Right.

M5. SI MONDS: Thank you Sam

MR. RAUCH. You're wel cone.

MR. WHALEY: M. Chairman, can |
interrupt at this point? The workgroup, the
| egi sl ative working group paper on Magnuson
reaut hori zati on i ssues has been very hel pful
especially for new nenbers of Congress who nany
not understand all of fisheries issues or nay not
under st and Magnuson very well. So | want to
conplinment councils for keeping that up to date

and having that avail able.
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MR, SCLIAlI: Thank you David. Well that
concl udes the agenda item nunber five. W are now
open to public comments. |'Il ask staff with us to
see if anyone responded.

STAFF. Hi, thank you. One public
coment from Doug Coven. And | will be unnuting
himin a second here.

MR, SCLIAI: Okay, please remnd themto
make sure to identify yourself.

STAFF: | think you should be good to go
NOW.

MR. COVEN. (Ckay, can you hear ne? | am
Doug Coven thank you for taking your tine to hear
me out. | want to comment on the US cost of
(i naudi bl e), CCA, the National Association of
Charter Boat Operators, Southern O fshore Fishing
Associ ation, many |local fishing clubs, thousands
of fisherman both recreational and comercial have
all joined together. | have all of their support
on a letter that | have drafted. W all feel that
there is an inbalance currently in the system

causi ng an inbal ance in shark depredation. The
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catch estimate (inaudible). Target fishing in the
outer banks there are 10 sharks to tuna to harvest
for the guests. | personally watched 20 of the
sailfish I hooked | ast week, |ast season

(i naudi bl ) get eaten by sharks. | spoke to | ocal
charter boats that estimate 60 percent of sailfish
get eaten. There is no way to know how many get
eaten after release even. The nunbers of grouper
and snapper that get taken by sharks is horrific.

| could go on and on. W need to increase the US,
United States, shark consunption. They are a
sustai nable resource. | will say it again, the
over abundance of sharks is causing excessive shark
depredation. | invite any of the council nenbers
to cone down here to beautiful south Florida, near
Jupiter Florida. One day on the water wll prove
my point. Throughout the day schools of bull
sharks and sandbar sharks circle the boat even

Wi thout bait in the water. |It's scary. |If you
don't want to take our word for it please cone see
it yourself. But please please help all of us

wth this issue. And please try to do sonet hing.
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Thank you.
MR, SCLIAlI: Thank you. W have one
nore, Patrick Price.

MR. PRICE: Can you hear ne?

MR, SOLI Al:  Yes.

MR. PRICE: Hello?

MR. SOLIAI: Yes Patric, we can hear
you.

MR. PRICE:. (Ckay, sorry about that.
Thanks for Allowing ne to speak. | know this is

not the topic of discussion but I1'd like to foll ow
up with what Doug's tal king about. [|'m sure you
guys are the best people to hear this. M nane is
Patrick Price, |'ve been fishing professionally
for 26 years. |'ve traveled the world in sport
fishing boats and commercial fish now and operate
my own charter business out of Stuart, Florida. |
am here to rai se concerns about the boom ng shark
popul ations that are |eading the daily
depredations from Texas to North Carolina. As
Doug told you we've got a letter that is signed by

many groups, organi zations and i ndivi dual s that

Ander son Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- www. ander sonreporting. net



9/ 23/ 20 NOAA Fi sheries Council Coordination Comrittee Page: 176

1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

ranges from Texas to Md Atlantic at this point.

| am here as a representative of thousands of

angl ers and divers of both commercial and
recreational that request inmmedi ate energency
actions be taken to address and correct this
conpoundi ng probl em depredation that | feel is on
a scal e bigger than any of us want to admt. In
the last 4 to 5 years | started to see shark
encounters with ny business increase. The first
single actions were unique and the lost fish was
rare and everyone was so exciting. But now the
wow factor is gone. Let's take species for
exanple, | personally have lost one sailfish to
sharks but | can confirmny entire career that was
January of 2013. This past wnter, | confirned 8
fish eaten by sharks during the fight. Let the
record reflect, this does not take into

consi deration nunbers | ost after rel ease.

(I naudi bl e) in Pal mBeach |ost 50 sailfish this
past winter. And estinmates that 30 percent of its
rel ease sailfish get eaten by sharks. Miltiple

top tagging captains fromthe bell fish foundation
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have stopped tagging sailfish in the south east of
may. Wiy? Because the extra tine it takes to
properly place the tag for research and
conservation it's just enough tine to tie the fish
off for sharks to take advantage upon rel ease.
This is nmy first year tagging for the bell fish
foundati on and | have the sane concerns.
Unfortunately until changes are nade this wll be
ny |ast year | order tags. | currently lead the
top Atlantic tops tagging division. As far as
bottom fish, where do I begin? Let's talk about
grouper, red snapper and bl ueback. (I naudi bl e)
The nunber of fish being lost in the way of ny
favorite is infuriating and the nere thought of
the fish release lost is sickening and shoul d be
enough to rai se sone eyebrows and realize again

t hat enmergency actions need to be taken. For
exanpl e, three consecutive days of fishing and
getting nothing but snapper in 12 hours. Kept 16
but 14 were eaten by sharks. This was over a 25
mle area from65 to 130 foot. The stock is in

great shape with so many fish in the 16 1/2 to 17
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3/4 inch range. It's unknown how many nade it
back to the bottom w thout getting eaten. Let ne
read a quote from Captain David WIlley, | have
fished as a commercial fisherman off the Jupiter
in Stuart for 30 years. In the last 3 years | no
| onger get any kingfish off of Jupiter due to an

I ncreased shark popul ation. The sharks aggressive
| earned behavior. | refuse to waste such a

val uabl e fishery where depredation fromsharks is
over 70 percent on sone days. | have al so observed
an increase in depredation off Stuart the last 2
years, especially when bottomfishing. 1've seen
many sandbar sharks. They are aggressive. Let's
talk briefly about Cobia. On how they targeted a
few fish by fishery and divers with recreational
and commercial in our region. Sadly many of the
for hire and commerci al boats out of Stuart

i ncl udi ng nyself won't target cobia on our inshore
recs and reefs anynore as we want to protect the
ecosystem and the bal ance of the stock. Captain
George CGotts puts on fishing guides forner real

time fish Florida sportsman, currently has a
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national fishing show on five and fished the

wat ers of Stuart for 30 years. He said | have
seen the changes first hand regarding the problens
with sharks, especially while cobia fishing. |
have w t nessed pack feeding and sharks eati ng
cobia in a nearshore recent effects. It's

| nstant aneous at tinmes within seconds of the
hookup. | strongly believe there is a grow ng
need to reevaluate the way the shark population is
managed. There is a true common bond here by

wat ermen from Texas to North Carolina. | have
spoken to many people and have learned a lot in
the | ast couple of nonths. There is a nmgjor
constituent of people in south Florida that are
dealing with depredation daily and even nmultiple
tinmes a day when they fish or dive. It's very sad
to see years of conservation efforts slip away
because of m smanagenent of the apex predator.
|'"'mgoing to skip over the letter that everybody
signed including the bell fish foundation in June.
But we will send a copy to you guys. | want to say

thank you. But |'m concerned that everything that
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you guys have invoked that has contri buted
i ncreased fish facts for anglers of all kinds
(audi o skip) and while your tinme and efforts as
council nmenbers is currently flying out the
wi ndow. There is no data right now about fish
stock in the South Atlantic that is valid w thout
consi dering the shark depredation. Zero.
Seriously. Sadly |I figure tine and effort is
currently bei ng wasted focusi ng on any ot her
speci es besides sharks. | appreciate your tine
and | knowit's off topic but it's a serious issue
to alot of us who nmake a living on the water in
South Florida and up in North Carolina and into
the Gulf. And | knowit's not the first that sone
of you have heard about this and I'm happy | was
on the agenda and the HVS neeting. But | hope we
can continue to push forward with sone resol ution
to benefit not only our livelihoods but the
fishers and the future generations. Thank You.
MR, SCLIAlI: ay, Thank you Patri ck.
| s there anyone with us in the other |ine?

STAFF: Yes we have one nore comment
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fromGegg, | amgoing to unnmute hi m now.

MR. GREGG Can you hear ne?

3

SOLIAl:  Yes we can.

MR. GREGG  Thank you very nuch. My nane
is Gegg -- | work for a fishery in New Jersey.
Thank You.

MR. SCLIAI: Thank you. |s there any
ot her public coments?

STAFF: No. No, there are no nore
public comments.

MR SCLIAI: Gkay thank you. That
concl udes our public coments. And now do we have
any recommendations? Are you able to pull that
up?

MR. DEMELLO  The first regard the NS-1
techni cal guidance on data |imted stops. There
are two notions. Mdtion that the CCC asks the
NVFS circul ate draft reports of the NS1 technical
wor ki ng groups through the councils who w |
consult with the SSEs. The review should provide
sufficient tinme for the councils to consult with

their SSCs and develop a response with their ful
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council. And the second notion is the CCCs
request the NMFS O fice of Sustainable Fisheries
to forma working group conprised of NVFS and

regi onal fishery managenent council staff in
determ ning alternative approaches including but
not limted to fishing nortality rate based bl ank
based or trip limt etc in managing data limted
stops pursuant to 50. CFR 600. 310 H2 stemm ng from
the techni cal guidance nenorandum by M ds subgroup
3.

MR, SCLI Al: Thanks Josh, can | have
soneone fromthe council put this in notion?

MR MOORE: M. Chairman, |'ll nake a
notion for the first one. Chris More fromMd
Atl antic.

MR. SOLIAI: Chris More fromMd
Atl antic nmakes a notion, do I have a second?

MR. W THERALL: Second it, David W

MR. SCLIAl: Seconded by David Wtherall
I's there any discussion?

M5. SIMOND: M. Chairnman, can we | ust

change asks that to requests? That's right thank
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1 you.

2 MR, SCLIAI: Gkay. Any objections to
3 the anmendnent? Al right the notion's been nade
4 and seconded, any objections? Al in favor say
5 eye.

6 SPEAKERS:. Aye.

7 MR, SCLIAI: Any Objections? Al right
8 notion carried. On the second one can | have a
9 notion on the second one for NMS?

10 MR. CHARM CHAEL: | wll nmake the

11 noti on, John Carm chael .

12 MR. SCLI Al: Thank you John nakes the
13 notion. WII soneone make a second?

14 MR. KINNEEN: 1'Ill second. This is

15 Si non Ki nneen.

16 MR, SCLIAI: Al right Seconded by

17 Sinon. Any further discussion? Call for notion
18 all say aye.

19 SPEAKERS:  Aye.

20 MR, SCLIAI: Any objections. As there
21 are no objections, we wll go on to the next one

22 of NEPA.
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MR. DEMELLO  Regardi ng NEPA. The
regi onal councils on partners with NVMFS and
meeti ng NEPA requirenments of the actions taken by
councils and i nplenented by CCC. As such the
councils feel that it is inportant that they
under st and and have neani ngful contributions to
di scussi ons regardi ng devel opi ng gui dance for
| npl enentation for the new NEPA rule. Therefore,
the notion is the CCC creates a subcommittee to
devel op recommendati ons to NMFS internal working
group on devel opi ng gui dance for the new NEPA
regul ations as they relate to i nplenenting the
Magnuson Stevens act including functional
equi val ency. Each council may nom nate one CCC
nmenber or staff designates to sit on the
comm ttee.

MR. SOLI Al: Thank you Josh. Could |
have soneone submt a notion pl ease.

MR, GORELNIK: M. Chair, Marc CGorel nik
with the Pacific Council. |I'd like to make the
notion that 1'd Iike to nake one m nor change. A

change in the reference to the subcommittee to a
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wor kgroup. And the |last word in the notion shoul d
al so say workgroup rather than conmtt ee.

MR, SCLIAI: Oay Marc. Thank you for
t hat .

MR. GORELNIK:  And with those changes |
send the notion.

MR. ISSENBERG Sir. This is Adam
| ssenberg. For FACA purposes it's actually
| nportant that the group be constituted as a
subcomm ttee of the CCC. That makes a difference
for FACA. It is fundanentally inportant.

MR GORELNIK: M. Chairman, this is
Marc Gorelnik, Pacific Council. |If there is a
| egal difference that this remains a subcommittee
we can change it back to subconmmttee in both
places. And with that, that notion is conplete.

MR. SCLIAI: Al right can | have a
second on the notion?

MR. WTHERELL: | second it, David W

MR. SOLI Al: Ckay, seconded by David
Wtherell. Can we have any discussion, is there

any discussion? |'ll call for the agenda. Al
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those in favor say aye.

SPEAKERS: Aye.

MR. SCLIAI: Any opposition? Motion
carried. That concludes our agenda for today.
Great job everyone. Thank you for getting us back
on track. So that concludes our agenda. W w |
adjourn until tonmrrow. CCC wll now nove into
soci al hour.

(Wher eupon, at 5:32 p.m, the
PROCEEDI NGS wer e adj our ned. )

* * * * *
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